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WELCOME!

WE ARE 
EXCITED YOU 

HAVE CHOSEN 
EARLY 

CHILDHOOD 
EDUCATION!  

YOU WILL 
HELP LAY THE 
FOUNDATION 

OF 
CHILDREN'S 

LIVES!

COMPLETING THIS 
PROGRAM WILL 
PREPARE YOU TO 

MEET THE STANDARDS 
FOR PROFESSIONALS 

IN THE EARLY 
CHILDHOOD FIELD!



COLLEGE MISSION STATEMENT
T H E  C O L L E G E ’ S  M I S S I O N  

I S  T O  P R OV I D E  
AC C E S S I B L E ,  H I G H -

Q U A L I T Y  E D U CAT I O N  
T H AT  I M P R OV E S  L I V E S  

A N D  P R O M O T E S  
G R O W T H  I N  O U R  

C O M M U N I T Y .



EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION PROGRAM 
MISSION STATEMENT

T H E  M I S S I O N  O F  T H E  E A R LY  
C H I L D H O O D  E D U CAT I O N  P R O G R A M  

I S  T O  P R OV I D E  M U LT I P L E  
L E A R N I N G  E X P E R I E N C E S  T H AT  

I N C R E A S E  K N O W L E D G E ,  I N S T I L L  
C R I T I CA L  T H I N K I N G  R E F L E C T I V E  

P R AC T I C E ,  A N D  P R O M O T E  
P R O F E S S I O N A L I S M  I N  I T S  

S T U D E N T S  I N  O R D E R  T O  I M P R OV E  
T H E  L I V E S  A N D  P R O M O T E  G R O W T H  

O F  YO U N G  C H I L D R E N  A N D  
FA M I L I E S  I N  O U R  C O M M U N I T Y .



• The conceptual framework for our early childhood education program is built on three key concept areas: 
Knowledge, Reflective Practice, and Professionalism.

• Graduates of our program of study should have general knowledge of various skills and concepts they gain from the 
general education courses they are required to take. They should also have content knowledge of the multiple 
aspects of early childhood education that they attain from the courses required for graduation, such as child 
guidance, health, safety, nutrition, child development, curriculum planning, and many others. The final type of 
knowledge they should have is pedagogical, so they understand where the profession originated, how and why, and 
what influences it today.

• Next, our graduates must be reflective practitioners, understanding the benefits to themselves and the children with 
whom they work, reflecting on the needs of each child before planning activities, while conducting activities, and 
after completing those activities. They would have learned to be reflective through observation assignments, 
journaling, and class discussions.

• Finally, our graduates should understand professionalism as more than how you dress. Students should recognize 
advocacy, collaboration, commitment to quality, ethical behavior, and value systems as part of who they are and 
what they do daily to benefit all children’s optimal development.

ECE CONCEPTUAL FRAMEWORK SUMMARY



UPON SUCCESSFUL COMPLETION OF THE PROGRAM 
YOU WILL:

I have visited 6 of the 7 continents.

Design meaningful, challenging curriculum for 
all children

Create healthy, respectful, supportive, and challenging 
environments for each child

Identify developmentally appropriate strategies that create 
respectful, reciprocal relationships for families and communities

Demonstrate responsible use of systematic observations, 
documentation, and other effective assessment strategies

Apply ethical guidelines and professional standards to make 
sound educational decisions



EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION PROGRAM 
GRADUATION POLICY

Early Childhood Education requires a high level of professionalism, knowledge, and identification with the field 
when interacting with children, families, co-workers, and the community. As a result, students enrolled in this 

Early Childhood program must continuously demonstrate growth in and development of ethical and 
professional conduct, as well as the application of knowledge and skills through service with and in teaching 
young children and their families. Therefore, to graduate from the program, students in the Early Childhood 

Education program are required to attain the following:

•Complete 20 hours of documented service outside of coursework through direct or indirect service with 
children, families, or agencies which serve children and families.

•Earn grades of "C" or higher in core and other required major hour courses. Students earning less than a "C" in 
any core or other required major hour course must repeat that course to raise the grade to a "C" or higher.

•Have a GPA of 2.0 or higher for all coursework at the end of the program of study.

•Furthermore, before participating in a practicum experience, students may be required to submit to a criminal 
records check, a TB test and attest to physical fitness. These requirements are at the discretion of the 

cooperating placement site.



1
COMPLETE AN 

APPLICATION FOR EACH 
AGENCY YOU PLAN TO 

SERVE

2
SUBMIT THE 

APPLICATION TO THE ECE 
PROGRAM COORDINATOR

3
RECEIVE A TIME SHEET 

TO BE COMPLETED 
AND SUBMITTED TO 
THE COORDINATOR 
WHEN SERVICE TO 
THAT AGENCY IS 

ENDED

GRADUATION REQUIREMENT 
FOR SERVICE (20 HOURS)

Hours will be tracked in the Coordinator’s office and submitted for verification with the 
Graduation Petition.



1
NCID

ALL STUDENTS MUST SET UP AN 
NCID INDIVIDUAL ACCOUNT. THIS 

ACCOUNT WILL BE USED TO 
SUBMIT YOUR APPLICATION FOR 

CREDENTIALS AND TRACK THE 
TRAINING REQUIRED FOR EARLY 
CHILDHOOD PROFESSIONALS IN 

NORTH CAROLINA.

2

REQUIREMENTS

BACKGROUND 
CHECK

STUDENTS WILL OFTEN BE REQUIRED 
TO GO TO A LICENSED CHILDCARE 

SITE. THE COLLEGE DOES NOT 
REQUIRE STUDENTS TO HAVE A 

CRIMINAL BACKGROUND CHECK. 
LICENSED CHILDCARE PROGRAMS 

REQUIRE IT WHEN STUDENTS 
REGULARLY ATTEND THE CLASSROOM 

FOR PRACTICUM EXPERIENCES.



SUGGESTED
SEMESTER
SCHEDULE

A.A.S.-
CAREER 
TRACK



SUGGESTED
SEMESTER
SCHEDULE

A.A.S.-
TRANSFER 

NON-
LICENSURE



SUGGESTED
SEMESTER
SCHEDULE

A.A.S.-
TRANSFER 
LICENSURE



CERTIFICATES
INTRODUCTION TO EARLY 
CHILDHOOD EDUCATION

Child, Family, and 
Community

Child Guidance

Child Development II

Health, Safety and 
Nutrition

INTRODUCTION TO EARLY 
CHILDHOOD EDUCATION

Child, Family, and 
Community

Child Development I

Health, Safety and 
Nutrition

Infants, Toddlers, & Twos

EDU 119

EDU 131

EDU 146

EDU 145

EDU 153

EDU 119

EDU 131

EDU 144

EDU 153

EDU 234

EARLY CHILDHOOD
 PRESCHOOL

TOTAL CREDIT HOURS:
16

TOTAL CREDIT HOURS:
16

INFANT TODDLER 
CARE



CERTIFICATES
INTRODUCTION TO EARLY 
CHILDHOOD EDUCATION

Child, Family, and 
Community

Health, Safety and 
Nutrition

EARLY CHILDHOOD 
ADMIN 1

EARLY CHILDHOOD AS

INTRODUCTION TO EARLY 
CHILDHOOD EDUCATION

Child Development I

CHILD DEVELOPMENT II

AUTISM TECHNICAL 
CONCEPTS

CHILDREN WITH 
EXCEPTIONALITIES

EDU 119

EDU 131

EDU 153

EDU 261

EDU 262

EDU 119

EDU 144

EDU 145

EDU 149

EDU 221

EARLY CHILDHOOD
 ADMINSTRATION

TOTAL CREDIT HOURS:
16

TOTAL CREDIT HOURS:
16

AUTISM



1
EDU 284 CAPSTONE

144 HOURS AT 3-STARS OR 
HIGHER SITE

2
MENTOR MUST HAVE A 

MINIMUM OF A TWO-YEAR 
DEGREE AND TWO YEARS 

TEACHING EXPERIENCE

3
STUDENTS MUST 

DEMONSTRATE KNOWLEDGE 
& SKILLS LEARNED IN THE 

ECE PROGRAM, MODEL 
REFLECTIVE/ 

PROFESSIONAL PRACTICES, 
AND PRODUCE A 

PROFESSIONAL PORTFOLIO

PRACTICUM EXPERIENCES



FIELD EXPERIENCES

ALL ACCREDITED PROGRAMS MUST PROVIDE FIELD EXPERIENCE 
OPPORTUNITIES IN AT LEAST TWO OF THE THREE TYPES OF SETTINGS 

(EARLY SCHOOL GRADES, EARLY EDUCATION AND CARE CENTERS AND 
HOMES, HEAD START PROGRAMS) AND AT LEAST TWO OF THE THREE 

EARLY CHILDHOOD AGE GROUPS (BIRTH-AGE 3, 3-5, 5-8).



PROFESSIONALISM

• DRESS APPROPRIATELY AND 
PROFESSIONALLY PRESENT 
YOURSELF IN A PROFESSIONAL 
MANNER

• Wear simple, modest clothing 
that allows you to move easily 
and comfortably, not revealing or 
the current fad

•  WEAR A STUDENT ID, BUT KEEP 
THE JEWELRY AND MAKEUP TO A 
MINIMUM

 •BE ON TIME, MAINTAIN 
CONFIDENTIALITY, AND SMILE

•BE PHYSICALLY PRESENT AND 
MENTALLY ENGAGED

• DEMONSTRATE A GOOD 
ATTITUDE THROUGH YOUR 
ACTIONS AND CONVERSATIONS

•KNOW WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW 
AND WHEN TO ASK QUESTIONS

•FOLLOW THE CODE OF ETHICS 
WHEN MAKING DECISIONS



SYLLABUS REVIEW
•ATTENDANCE OF AT LEAST 80% OF ALL SCHEDULED COURSE HOURS IS REQUIRED TO RECEIVE 
COURSE CREDIT;  THEREFORE, STUDENTS WILL BE DROPPED FROM A CLASS ROLL WHEN THEIR 

ABSENCES EXCEED 20% OF THE TOTAL SCHEDULED CLASS HOURS. (ROUGHLY 3 ABSENCES)

•For an online or hybrid course, assignments submitted after the stated due 
date and time will be considered an absence. Students who accumulate more than 

3 absences will be dropped from the course.

•Assignments submitted late in Moodle are considered an absence but will be 
accepted for grading up to 10 days after the due date for partial credit.  

Consistent submissions of late assignments will prompt a scheduled advising 
appointment with your advisor to discuss course load and determine if 

additional support is needed to succeed in our program. Additionally, no 
assignments will be accepted late during the last week of the term.



REMINDERS

• C H E C K  YO U R  E M A I L

• C H E C K  C O U R S E  
A N N O U N C E M E N T S



SNACK AND STUDY

ONCE A MONTH



SPREAD THE WORD

Like Us
 On Facebook

WPCC Early 
Childhood 
Educatiom



EARLY CHILDHOOD CLUB



VOLUNTEER

• CA N  C O U N T  T O WA R D  2 0  S E R V I C E  H O U R S
• B r o a d e n  e x p e r i e n c e s

• N e t w o r k
• R e s u m e  b u i l d e r

YOU CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE


