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“In the end, we will remember not the words of our enemies, but the silence of our friends.” ~MLK




ABOUT THIS GUIDE

This is a scholarship resource for students with Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA) and students
who are undocumented, compiled by the Western Piedmont Community College (WPCC) Financial Aid Office.
If you have questions about any of the scholarships listed here, please contact the organization that provides
the scholarship, as the WPCC Financial Aid Office is not the direct provider of these scholarships.

The list is arranged alphabetically by scholarship name. Pay particular attention to the deadlines, listed below
the requirements for each scholarship. Scholarship requirements and deadlines often change from year to
year, so be sure to do additional research on any scholarships that you are interested in applying for to get
the most up-to-date information.

Please be aware that this is not a comprehensive list of all available scholarships and resources. In addition to
reviewing this list, you are encouraged to do your own research to find other possible financial opportunities

that may be available.

This list is focused mainly on scholarships offered through local (Western North Carolina) and state
organizations and colleges (in North Carolina). Some national scholarships are included as well.

This guide was last updated in November 2022



OTHER RESOURCES

Local NC Works Career Center: If you have a work authorization card and a social
security card, in addition to meeting other required eligibility criteria, you may be able
to receive financial assistance for your education/training, through the Workforce
Innovation and Opportunity Act (WIOA).

o Find out more information by contacting the Burke County NCWorks Career
Center at 828-438-6161

Organizations that offer additional resources:

1.

Adelante — Focuses on education issues affecting Latino and migrant students and
their families in North Carolina. https://www.adelantenc.org/

LatinxEd — educational initiative in NC providing targeted, multi-year support to
Latinx students and immigrant families striving for high education and greater
opportunity. https://latinxed.org/

Lists of scholarships provided online by other organizations:
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https://latinxed.org/ Click ‘Resources’ tab and select ‘Scholarships’

https://www.adelantenc.org/paying-for-college/

https://www.cfnc.org/pay-for-college/scholarship-search/

https://www.thencshp.org/scholarships-1

https://www.maldef.org/resources/scholarship-resources/

http://undocucarolina.unc.edu/funding/

https://www.chcinextopp.net/

https://study.com/resources/Latino-and-Hispanic-scholarships-for-college-students
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SCHOLARSHIPS

ALAS Western NC College Scholarship
Asheville Latin Americans Achieving Success (ALAS)
https://www.alasnc.org/alas-scholarships

Amount: S600 — $1,200
Requirements:
e Be an undocumented/DACAmented Latinx student pursuing higher education at any college or
university in Western North Carolina
e Students either do not qualify for in-state tuition or are attending a private college or university
e Students do not qualify for Pell Grants due to their immigration status
e Undergraduate and graduate students can apply

Deadline: July 1

Cooke College Scholarship Program
Jack Kent Cooke Foundation
https://www.jkcf.org/our-scholarships/college-scholarship-program/

Amount: up to $55,000 per year
Requirements:
e Graduate from a U.S. high school
e Plan to enroll full-time in an accredited four-year college
e Have a cumulative unweighted GPA or 3.5 or above
e Receive standardized test scores of either an SAT total score of 1200 or above OR an ACT
composite score of 26 or above
e Demonstrate unmet financial need — will consider applicants with family income up to $95,000
e U.S. citizenship is not required but you must reside in the U.S. or a U.S. territory and attend high
school in the U.S.

Deadline: November 17
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Cooke Undergraduate Transfer Scholarship
Jack Kent Cooke Foundation
https://www.jkcf.org/our-scholarships/undergraduate-transfer-scholarship/

Amount: up to $55,000 per year
Requirements:

Be a current student at an accredited U.S. community college or two-year institution with
sophomore status or be a recent graduate

Plan to enroll full-time in a baccalaureate program

Have a cumulative GPA of 3.5 or higher on a 4.0 scale

Demonstrate unmet financial need — will consider applicants with family income up to $95,000
No previous enrollment or attendance at a four-year institution

U.S. citizenship is not required but you must have attended an accredited two-year institution
in the U.S.

Deadline: January 12

Dr. Juan Andrade Jr. Scholarship for Young Hispanic Leaders
United States Hispanic Leadership Institute (USHLI)
https://www.ushli.org/dr-juan-andrade-scholarship-for-young-hispanic-leaders/

Amount: $500 for 2-year colleges or $1,000 for 4-year universities
Requirements:

Be enrolled or accepted for enroliment as a full-time undergraduate student at an accredited
four-year or two-year institution in the U.S. or U.S. territories

Demonstrate a verifiable need for financial support

At least one parent must be of Hispanic ancestry

Non-U.S. citizens are eligible to apply (DACA and undocumented)

High school seniors, college freshman, sophomores, and juniors up to age 25 are eligible to
apply as long as they will be enrolled full-time in the upcoming academic year

Deadline: November 30
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The Dream.US National Scholarship

TheDream.US

https://www.thedream.us/scholarships/national-scholarship/

Amount: up to $16,500 for an associate’s/up to $33,000 for a bachelor’s degree
Requirements:

Be a high school graduate/earn a GED, or previously/currently enrolled at a college or university
Be undocumented and came to the United States before November 1, 2017, and have
continuously lived in the United States since then or have DACA or TPS

Came to the United States before the age of 16 (if you were born in the U.S. — you are not
eligible for our scholarship)

Have significant unmet financial need

Graduated or will graduate with a high school with a GPA of 2.5 or higher or have a cumulative
college GPA of 2.5 or higher

Intend to enroll full-time in an associate or bachelor’s degree program at a Partner College* in
your state in the Fall of 2023 or Spring of 2024

Are eligible for in-state tuition at the Partner College you want to attend (not applicable if it is a
private Partner College in your state)

*Please visit the scholarship’s web page linked above to view Partner Colleges for this scholarship.

Deadline: February 28

The Dream.US Opportunity Scholarship

TheDream.US

https://www.thedream.us/scholarships/opportunity-scholarship/

Amount: up to $80,000 for a bachelor’s degree
Requirements:

Be undocumented and came to the United States before November 1, 2017, and have
continuously lived in the United States since then or have DACA or TPS

Came to the United States before the age of 16 (if you were born in the U.S. — you are not
eligible for our scholarship)

Have significant unmet financial need

Live in and have graduated or will graduate from a high school in a targeted locked-out state by
the end of the 2022-2023 academic year (North Carolina is eligible)

Graduated or will graduate with a high school GPA of 2.5 or better on a 4.0 scale or have a
cumulative college/university GPA of 2.5 or better

Intend to relocate to and enroll full-time in a bachelor’s degree program at an Opportunity
Partner College* in the Fall term of the 2023-2024 academic year.

*Please visit the scholarship’s web page linked above to view Partner Colleges for this scholarship.

Deadline: February 28
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Dream Award from Scholarship America
Scholarship America
https://learnmore.scholarsapply.org/dreamaward/

Amount: up to $15,000
Requirements:
e Be atleast 17 years of age
e Be a US Citizen, US permanent resident, or have DACA status
e Have received a high school diploma or equivalent from a US school
e Have completed or expect to successfully complete a minimum of one full year of
postsecondary education
e Plan to enroll in full-time undergraduate study at the sophomore year level or higher at an
accredited two- or four-year college, university or vocational-technical school in the United
States
e Be studying to obtain an associate’s or first bachelor’s degree
e Have a minimum cumulative GPA of 3.0 on a 4.0 scale (or its equivalent)
e Demonstrate financial need

Deadline: October 15

GMiS STEM Scholarship
Great Minds in STEM (GMiS)
https://greatmindsinstem.org/gmis-scholarship-application/gmis-scholarships/

Amount: $500 - $5,000
Requirements:
e Demonstrate merit through academic achievements, leadership and campus/community
activities
e Must be pursuing a science, technology, engineering, or math degree
e Have an overall minimum GPA of 3.0 or higher on a 4.0 scale
e Must be of Hispanic descent and/or must demonstrate significant leadership or service within
the underserved community
e Be enrolled full-time in a STEM undergraduate or graduate program for the upcoming fall
semester, at an accredited 2-year or 4-year college/university in the US or its territories

Deadline: April 30
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Golden Door Scholarship

Golden Door Scholars
https://www.goldendoorscholars.org/

Amount: varies
Requirements:
e Student must have DACA, TPS, or meet one of the other immigration eligibility criteria
e Current high school students, recent high school graduates, currently enrolled undergraduates,
and transfer students are all welcome to apply
e Have a high GPA and have taken advanced or challenging high school classes
e Be driven to excel and help others succeed
e Have held leadership positions or is involved in the community
e Be actively applying for a variety of scholarships
e Scholarship recipients are encouraged to attend one of the Partner Colleges, but it is not
required
o Partner Colleges: Agnes Scott College, Belmont Abbey College, Davidson, Duke, Elon,
Emory University, Franklin & Marshall College, Guilford College, Hamilton, Meredith
College, Oberlin College & Conservatory, Queens University of Charlotte, Rhodes
College, Salem College, Smith College, Tufts University, Wake Forest, Wingate, Wofford

Deadline: October 23

Goodnight Scholars Program for First-Year Students
NC State University
https://goodnight.ncsu.edu/apply/first-year/

Amount: $22,000 per year for up to four years
Requirements:

e If you meet certain criteria based on your admissions application, you may receive an invitation
to apply for the scholarship. You can complete a self-nomination form if you wish to be
considered for an invitation to apply.

e All students who qualify as a resident of NC, as well as refugee, undocumented, or DACA
students who are living in NC and will graduate from a NC high school, are eligible for this
scholarship.

e Indicate a family income of less than $110,000 on the general NC State application (confirmed
via the FAFSA)

e Select a STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering, or Math) or STEM Education major

e Demonstrate a history of outstanding academic performance

Deadline: must apply to NC State by November 1
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Goodnight Scholars Program for Transfer Students
NC State University
https://goodnight.ncsu.edu/apply/transfer/

Amount: $22,000 per year for up to three years
Requirements:

If you meet certain criteria based on your admissions application, you may receive an invitation
to apply for the scholarship. You can complete a self-nomination form that if you wish to be
considered for an invitation to apply.

All students who qualify as a resident of NC, as well as refugee, undocumented, or DACA
students who are living in NC and will graduate from a NC community college, are eligible for
this scholarship.

Indicate a family income of less than $110,000 on the general NC State application

Select a STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering, or Math) or STEM Education major

Enroll as a full-time student at NC State

Submit the FAFSA (Free Application for Federal Student Aid) by March 1

Obtain an associate degree (A.A., A.S., or A.E.) from a NC community college under the
Comprehensive Articulation Agreement

Demonstrate a history of outstanding academic performance

Deadline: must apply to NC State by February 15

HSF Scholarship

Hispanic Scholarship Fund
https://www.hsf.net/scholarship

Amount: S500 - $5,000
Requirements:

High school seniors, undergraduate students (all years), community college students
transferring to four-year universities, and graduate students are all eligible to apply

Must be of Hispanic heritage

Be a US Citizen, Permanent Legal Resident, DACA, or Eligible Non-citizen (as defined by FAFSA)
Have a minimum 3.0 GPA (4.0 scale) for high school students; or have a minimum 2.5 GPA (4.0
scale) for undergraduate and graduate students

Plan to enroll full-time in an accredited, not-for-profit, four-year university, or graduate school,
in the US, for the upcoming academic year

Complete the FAFSA or state based financial aid application (if applicable)

Deadline: February 15
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Matthew C. Graziadei Achievement Scholarship Award
Exceptional Children’s Assistance Center (ECAC)
https://www.ecac-parentcenter.org/

Amount: $1,500
Requirements:
e Be a North Carolina high school senior with a disability
e Submit a nomination narrative and 3 letters of recommendation
e Recipients will be selected based on these attributes: determination, perseverance,
persistence, dedication, confidence, motivation, fortitude, and accomplishment

Deadline: February 1

North Carolina Hispanic College Fund (NCHCF)
The North Carolina Society of Hispanic Professionals (NCSHP)
https://www.thencshp.org/nc-hispanic-college-fund

Amount: $500 - $2,500
Requirements:

e Preference will be given to foreign-born applicants or the native-born children of foreign-born

parents

e Must enroll or be enrolled in a degree program at a community college or a 2-year or 4-year

college/university
e Be committed to public service and community development
e Cumulative GPA of 2.5 or higher on a 4.0 scale
e Graduate of a NC high school within the past 2 years

e Can also choose to apply for the Duke Energy Hispanics in Engineering Scholarship (if entering

field of electrical, mechanical, nuclear, chemical, or civil engineering) — should mark
corresponding box on the NC Hispanic College Fund application to apply.

Deadline: December 15
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Park Scholarship for First-Year Students
NC State University
https://park.ncsu.edu/apply/

Amount: varies
Requirements:
e Candidates must be either a US citizen, permanent resident of the US, or graduating from a high
school located in the US regardless of citizenship status.
e Applying for fall, first-year admission into a baccalaureate program at NC State University
o Not open to transfer students

Deadline: must apply to NC State by November 1

Red Thread Fellowship Awards
Red Thread Foundation for Women
https://redthreadwomen.org/about/apply/apply/

Amount: $1,000
Requirements:
e Applicants must be women of an international background, including foreign students,
immigrants, or first-generation Americans
e First-year entrants (freshman) to a US College or University program
e There are no GPA or US Residency requirements
e Applicants must fill out an online application & provide a recommendation letter.

Deadline: February 26
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WPCC Foundation Merit Scholarships
Western Piedmont Community College
https://www.wpcc.edu/financial-aid/scholarships/

Application opens in February
Amount: varies
Requirements:
e Must be enrolled at Western Piedmont Community College OR have submitted an admissions
application
e Cumulative unweighted GPA of 2.5 or higher (high school GPA considered for incoming
freshmen; WPCC GPA considered for returning students)
e Demonstrated extracurricular and community involvement

Deadline: June 1
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