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Fall Speakers Forum
Ervin Constitutional Issues Program

The Fall Speakers Forum has been a tradition at
Western Piedmont Community College for over
thirty years. It is an annual event sponsored by
the Division of Humanities and Social Sciences,
the WPCC Student Government Association, and
the Western Piedmont Foundation, Inc. Previous
forums have explored such current and controversial
topics as youth violence, racial and ethnic hatred, the
status of women in the world, immigration, the
environment, and the ethical dilemmas in modern
medicine.

The 2007 Forum is being held in conjunction with
the Senator Sam J. Ervin, Jr. Constitutional Issues
Program. The purpose of the Ervin Program is to
examine constitutional and legal issues to help citizens
understand the principles upon which our government
was founded. Past programs have examined such
topics as the Bill of Rights, executive privilege,
Watergate, defendant/victim rights, and governmental
regulation of the Internet.

NORTH CAROLINA
HUMANITIES

C O U N C I L 'Many Stories, One People "

This project is made possible in part by the North
Carolina Humanities Council, a state affiliate of the
National Endowment for the Humanities.

Energy:
Fueling Our Future

"The Energy Revolution and U.S.
Competitiveness: Why Over-Dependence On
Fossil Fuels and Political Failure Put America

at Risk"

Steve Curwood
Executive Director and Host of NPR's "Living on Earth"

Monday, November 5 7:15pm Leviton Auditorium

"Creating a Sustainable Energy Future: Recent
Trends and Emerging Issues"

Dr. Dennis Scanlin
Professor of Technology, Appalachian State University

Tuesday, November 6 7:15 pm Leviton Auditorium

"Turning North Carolina's Energy Challenges
into Opportunities"

Ivan Urlaub
Executive Director, North Carolina Sustainable Energy

Association

Wednesday, November 7 7:15 pm Leviton Auditorium



The Fall Speakers Forum is sponsored by Western Piedmont
Community College's Division of Humanities and Social
Sciences.

The Senator Sam J. Ervin, Jr. Constitutional Issues Program is
sponsored by the Senator Sam J. Ervin, Jr. Library.

Speakers Forum/Ervin Program Committee:
Mary Charlotte Safford, Chair
Dorothy Bowen
Harry Carpenter
Jonathan Grumpier
Michael Daniels
Susan Keller
Lee Kiser
Nadine McGrady
Rick Noggle
Mark Pellatt
Toon Phapphayboun
Tim Pittman
Jennifer Propst
Dan Smith
Christine Sprinkle
Paul Wardzinski

Our thanks to the following organizations for their support:
Western Piedmont Foundation, Inc.
Division of Continuing Education
Student Government Association
Global Village Club
The Science Club
WPCC's Media Services

Auxiliary aids and alternate formats are available on request. Forty-eight hours notice is
required prior to a college-sponsored event. Call 438-6052 (V) or 438-6066.
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Energy will be focus of
annual speakers forum
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TRACY FARNHAM
NEWS@MORGANTON.COM .

MORGANTON — A Pulitzer
Prize winner, a technology
professor and a state energy
expert are lined up to speak in
Morganton next week.

Their focus: "Energy: Fuel-
ing Our Future."

The speeches are part of the
Speakers Forum and Ervin
Constitutional Issues Pro-
gram, a tradition for more
than 30 years at the Western
Piedmont Community Col-
lege.

Topics include ecological,
economical, political and le-
gal implications of energy
policies and practices today

"Our energy future is such
an important topic and we
have some really great speak-
ers coming to discuss it," said
Mary Charlotte Safford, dean
of Humanities and Social Sci-
ences at the college.

"We wanted speakers who
could address current energy
policies and practices and also
look at our future and where
we should be going," she said.

The speakers will address

Who: Steve Curwood, Dr.
Dennis Scanlin and Ivan
Urlaub

What: Speakers Forum and
Ervin Constitutional Issues
Program

When: 7:30 p,m. Monday,
Tuesday and Wednesday

Where: Leviton Auditorium
on the campus of WPCC

Topic: "Energy: Fueling Our
Future"

FOR MORE INFORMATION
contact Mary Charlotte
Safford at 438-6198

ways the nation and state can
have a safe, sound and sus-
tainable energy future.

Steve Curwood, executive
producer and host of National
Public Radio's. Living on
Earth will speak during Mon-
day's session covering Ameri-
ca's risk due to political fail-
ure and over-dependence on
Fossil fuels in "The Energy

PLEASE SEE FORUM, A3
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Revolution and U.S. competi-
tiveness."

Mr. Curwood has more than
30 years experience as a jour-
nalist with NPR, CBS and the
Boston Globe.
: A Pulitzer Prize winner in

1975 for Public Service part of
the Boston Globe's education
team which he shared, Cur-
wood also received the 2003
Global Green Award for Me-
dia Design.

Dr. Dennis Scanlin a Profes-
sor of Technology and Coor-
dinator of the Appropriate
Technology program at Ap-
palachian State will discuss
"Creating a sustainable Ener-
gy Future: Recent Trends and
Emerging Issues."

Publishing energy-related
articles, Scanlin has devel-
oped and taught courses and
workshops dealing with re-
newable energy technologies
and currently works with
wind related activities.
Through his expertise in the
field Scanlin has created a
scale hydro, wind, photovolta-
ic, and solar thermal system.

The final session will be
conducted by Ivan Urlaub on
Wednesday

"Turning North Carolina's
Energy Challenges into Op-
portunities" will be the topic
of discussion by Urlaub who
is the current executive direc-

tor for the North Carolina
Sustainable Energy Associa-
tion and commissioner on the
North Carolina Legislative
Commission on Global Cli-
mate.

Urlaub has discussed the
challenges of the state's ener-
gy as well as opportunities on
several radio and television
shows and has been published
in Solar today

"Everybody is concerned
about energy right now," Saf-
ford said. "With the rise in gas
prices, heating oil and the en-
vironmental issues and with
most of our oil supplies being
unstable energy practices af-
fect this.

"American citizens need to
become informed about ener-
gy. These speakers will ad-
dress where we can go from
here."

Sessions start each day at
7:15 p.m. in the Leviton Audi-
torium on the campus of
WPCC. The forum is free with
a reception following each
presentation in the Phifer
Learning Resources library
and the opportunity to meet
the speakers.

Interpreters for hearing im-
paired will be at each session.

This project is made possi-
ble in part by the North Car-
olina Humanities Council, a
state affiliate of the National
Endowment of the Humani-
ties.
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WPCC
speakers
forum is
next week
Sessions of annual
series will center
on energy issues

2.00-j

Curwood

Western Piedmont Com-
munity College will present
the 2007 Fall Speakers Fo-
rum/Ervin Constitutional Is-
sues Program, "Energy: Fuel-
ing Our Future," next week

Forum sessions will explore
the ecological, economical,
political and legal implica-

tions of cur-
rent energy
policies and
practices.

On Mon-
day, Steve
Curwood
will discuss
"The Energy
Revolution

and U.S. Competitiveness:
Why Over-Dependence on
Fossil Fuels and Political Fail-
ure Put America at Risk."

Curwood is the executive
producer and host of National
Public Radio's "Living on
Earth," which airs on more
than 300 NPR affiliates across
the country.

In 1975, Curwood shared
the Pulitzer Prize for Public
Service as part of the Boston
Globe's education team, and
in 2003 he received the David
A. Brower Award from the Si-
erra Club for excellence in en-
vironmental reporting.

On Tuesday, Dennis Scan-
lin will discuss "Creating a
Sustainable Energy Future:
Recent Trends and Emerging
Issues." Scanlin is a professor
of technology and coordina-
tor of the appropriate technol-
ogy program at Appalachian
State University.

He co-founded ASU's Sus-
tainable Development Pro-
gram and has developed sus-

i tamable energy projects in the
United States, Eastern Eu-
rope, Honduras and Nicara-
gua.

On Wednesday, Ivan Ur-
laub will discuss "Turning
North Carolina's Energy
Challenges into Opportuni-
ties." Urlaub is the executive
director of the N.C. Sustain-
able Energy Association. He
serves as a commissioner on
the N.C. Legislative Commis-
sion on Global Climate
Change and led North Caroli-
na's two-year effort to pass the
first state renewable energy
and efficiency portfolio stan-
dard into law in the Southeast.

All forum events will begin
I at 7:15 p.m. in the Leviton Au-

ditorium on the WPCC cam-
pus in Morganton.

The public forum is free. A
reception will be held after

: each presentation in the
Phifer Learning Resources li-

; brary. —LEIGH PRESSLEY FROM A
NEWS RELEASE
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A journalist for more than 30 years, Steve Curwood, a Harvard graduate
1991 broadcasting on over 300 different National PublicSo SSEta
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of Living on Earth since April



environmental reporter Steve Curwood
On Monday evening, Steve

Curwood began Western
Piedmont Community Col-
lege's 2007 Fall Speakers Fo-
rum/Ervin Constitutional Is-
sues Program "Energy: Fuel-
ing Our Future" with the top-
ic of "The Energy Revolution
and U.S. Competitiveness:
Why over-dependence, on fos-
sil fuels and political failure
put america at risk."

A journalist for more than
30 years, Steve Curwood, a
Harvard graduate, has been
the host of Living on Earth
since April 1991 broadcasting
on over 300 different National
Public Radio affiliates in the
USA.

His achievements and expe-
riences include the sharing of
•a Pulitzer Prize for Public
Safety in 1975 and the 2003
David A. Brower Award from
the Sierra Club for excellence
in environmental reporting.

With a wealth of experience
on environmental topics, Cur-
wood was easily understood
and his warm personality and
friendly humor kept students,
faculty and guests in Leviton
Auditorium well-informed
and interested.

Curwood told the audience
there was both good and bad
news concerning energy
problems in the world today.

Curwood also encouraged
audience participation, dis-
cussion and answered several
questions throughout and at
the end of the forum. He com-
pared startling statistics. For
instance, 40,000 people die
every year in car crashes and
35,000 die from coal power
plant pollution and complica-
tions.

"Why give $200 to someone
asking you to buy a micro-
phone for $100?" asked Cur-
wood. "Why spend for extra
power and energy we do not
need, but waste? Why heat
and light buildings when we
are not using them?"

The first solution to the en-
ergy crisis is conservation.
Scientists are trained to speak
in certainty only if something
can be proven and justified as

a law; therefore, when asked if
an energy crisis and the prob-
ability of global warming ex-
ist they simply answer
"maybe" or "perhaps."

The issue is not the certain-
ty of whether the world is go-
ing through an energy crisis,
causing global warming and
destroying the planet, but
rather the risk of this hap-
pening. What could efficiency,
less waste, the absence of con-
flict with other countries over
fossil fuels, and the preserva-
tion of fhe beauty of nature
really hurt? If U.S. citizens
would band together like they
did during World War II when
everyone planted victory gar-
dens and worked together to
support something they be-
lieved in, we could end the en-
ergy crisis and global warm-
ing and have a healthy, vi-
brant future ahead for our-
selves, our children, and fu-
ture generations.

The potential exists to dis-
cover new ways of being effi-
cient and using energy. Sim-
ple changes—more energy ef-
ficient light-bulbs and proper
insulation of buildings — can
make a dramatic difference.

The cost of changing our
habits should be put into per
spective. Yes, many different
energy conservation tools are
considered expensive such as
hybrid vehicles and efficient
light-bulbs, but although the
cost is initially more, the con-
sumer ends up saving money
in the long-run.

Indeed, is the cost of a hy-
brid car or a light-bulb
greater than the cost of 35,000
deaths and many more relat-
ed illnesses due to electrical
coal plant pollutions? Is the
cost of a light-bulb greater
than the damages in hurri-
cane Katrina, prolonged
drought, wildfires or the de-
struction of our planet?

Further, new ideas in ener-
gy production — solar, wind,
geo-thermal and tidal energy-,
are on the horizon. Many fail
to realize that these new tech-
nologies and energy harness-
ing fields offer jobs that can-

speaks at WPCC
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not be outsourced. Further,
the only loss would be to oil ty-
coons, some of whose compa-
nies currently make $10 bil-
lion quarterly.

At the end of the forum,
Curwood provided some solu-'
tions. Besides conservation,'
more efficient energy re-
sources, working towards al- '
ternative fuel sources and the
pursuit of new technologies;
to better use the energy na-
ture gives us, Curwood said.
the main solution is to work j
together as a family

Science tells us we need to |
reduce our energy consump-;
tion and carbon emissions by
80 percent right now. This is
not something individuals
can solve, but something that
must be a cooperative effort.

Coming together as a large
family will cause businesses
to sell less televisions, cell
phones, or rims for larger
cars, or even oil, but, as Cur-

wood ended the forum, "Is our
future for sale or are we going
to take it back? Today's ener-
gy challenge," he says, "is to
work together."

Curwood pointed out that
many times our society has
stopped on a dime and made
adjustments when necessary.
The time to do that is now. "We

can lick this thing together,"
says Curwood. I

SUBMITTED BY Lindsey Johnson a
WPCC student.



Speaker addresses the future of
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global energy needs
As the problems of the

energy crisis loom, what can
humanity do to resolve the
crisis? What does the future of
energy hold?

These were the questions
asked and answered at WPCC's
2007 fall speaker's forum. On
Tuesday, Dr. Dennis Scanlin,
professor of technology at
Appalachian State University
spoke about the future of
energy in America.

Scanlin, an expert on wind
energy, began his presentation,
"Creating a Sustainable Energy
Future: Recent Trends and
Emerging Issues," with some
startling facts. At the present
rate of consumption, the world
has only enough fossil fuels to
last 77 more years. Moreover,
increasing populations and
improving global standards of
living cause energy usage to
increase by around 2.4%
annually When this increase is
taken into account, the world
only has enough fuel to last 44
more years.

After painting this grim
picture, Dr. Scanlin profiled
several types of renewable
energy and ways of improving
energy efficiency

Scanlin, basing his
presentation on the
"stabilization wedge" plan of
Princeton University
professors Robert Socolow and
Stephen Pacala, declares the
world already has the
knowledge and means to fix the
problems of fossil fuel
depletion and pollution for the
next fifty years. All humanity
has to do is actually make use
of alternative methods.

Socolow and Pacala's plan
centers on the utilization of
eight major energy solutions,
dubbed "wedges." The goal of
the wedge plan is to level off the
world's carbon consumption,
with each wedge representing
a part of the amount needed to
reduce energy use.

Scanlin declares that "there
is no silver bullet." Several
different forms of alternative
energy, energy efficiency, and
methods of combating
pollution must be used, to
resolve the world's energy
crisis.

Energy alternatives begin
with energy efficiency Three
ways to satisfy Socolow and
Pacala's requirements for the
energy efficiency wedge are to
either double fuel efficiency of
the world's cars or halve the
miles they travel, double the
energy efficiency of all coal
plants, or use the best efficiency
products in all residential and
commercial buildings
worldwide.

Scanlin next discussed
renewable energy speaking at
length about wind power. Wind
energy is the cheapest and
fasted growing energy source
in the world. Large windmills
have found little support in
North Carolina, largely
because they are considered an
eyesore. However, the
mountains of western North
Carolina are among the top 2
percent of the windiest places
in America, and if that wind
power was harnessed, the state
could greatly reduce its carbon
consumption.

Further, solar energy, another
renewable source, is more
widespread than wind power
and has experienced
tremendous growth recently.
Scanlin suggested something
called solar domestic water
heating, a process in which a
solar panel on the roof of a
home boils water for domestic
use.

The final form of renewable
I energy Scanlin discussed was
1 biofuels, such as ethanol. North
j Carolina has been called the
I Saudi Arabia of biomass
I because of the abundance of
biofuel material. Wilkes

I County is first in the state for
i potential biofuel resources, and
Burke is sixth.

Next, Scanlin discussed
methods of reducing the
dangerous amounts of carbon
dioxide in the atmosphere. He
proposed natural solutions,
such as planting more forests
and ending tropical
deforestation, and more
unusual methods, such as
trapping carbon dioxide and
burying it underground.

Scanlin ended by saying that
public policy is the most
important factor in changing
energy revolution. He suggests
governments lower labor taxes
and raise carbon taxes, forcing
people to pay more for cars and
coal energy. Such reforms
already exist in Europe.
Scanlin also supports shifting
government subsidies awav
from fossil fuel and into
renewable energy industries,
creating systems to benefit
change, and setting goals for
achieving energy revolution.

According to Scanlin,
education is our most
important asset. If the world is
to change and the energy crisis
resolved, people must become
aware of the problems and
dangers they face. Humanity
must take an active role in
saving itself and the planet,
before it becomes too late.

SUBMITTED BY Amanda Hodge, a
WPCC student.



Turning challenges
into opportunities

It is up to us now, our genera-
tion and our choices to make
political or environmental
choices. We decide the future of
our environment and our plan-
et. This is the message of Ivan
Urlaub, the executive director
for the Sustainable Energy As-
sociation of North Carolina,
delivered at Western Piedmont
Community College on Nov. 7.
On the final night of the Fall
Speakers Forum/Ervin Con-
stitutional Issues program,
Urlaub shared his ideas on how
to turn North Carolina's ener-
gy challenges into opportuni-
ties.

Starting with an overview,
Urlaub, who has a masters de-
gree in environmental policy,
highlighted the key challenges
facing the state and how to
turn existing shared energy
problems into future opportu-
nities.

North Carolina faces a slew
of challenges surrounding en-
ergy, especially electricity
since the state has no coal, oil,
or natural gas and only limited
hydroelectric resources. Fur-
ther the state lacks energy effi-
ciency and renewable energy
policies on both state and local
levels. Against these odds,
what is North Carolina to do?

North Carolina is producing
plenty of energy through coal
power and nuclear power
plants which are environmen-
tally unfriendly Further, the
energy is not being used effi-
ciently, with 56.2 percent lost
on the grid and only 35.2 per-
cent of the energy being effec-
tively used. North Carolina's
citizens use double the nation-
al average of energy

However, some good news is

Urlaub

on the horizon. Urlaub shared
that North Carolina is prepar-
ing for federal laws and that.
North Carolina is a policy
leader in the southeastern U.S.
with the Climate Commission
and Climate Action Plan Advi-
sory Group. North Carolina is
just now starting on rules that
will make it easier to connect
"renewables" such as wind
farms, hydroelectric and solar
power to the electric grid.
North Carolina is in an ideal
position to make positive
changes and to take a leader-
ship role in the Southeast.

Urlaub finished with real
suggestions for local action
that energy conscious citizens
can take such as starting coun-
ty and city council resolutions
in support of renewables, effi-
ciency and climate solutions;
applying federal renewable en-
ergy grant programs for city
planning; volunteering; or
even taking the initiative to
give presentations to the com-
munity and sharing local con-
cerns through discussion.

SUBMITTED BY Rachel Lee, a WPCC
student.
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