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By Duke Conover

It's the season
again for fall
speakers

Where have 1960s flower children and Nazi genocidal
megalomaniacs shared the stage with the tyrannical Chi-
nese leaders of Tiananmen Square and the poorest of poor
in North Carolina? Only one place: The Moore Auditori-
um of Western Piedmont Community College in Morgan-
ton. Sure, they were never on the stage together. Heck,
the people themselves were never on the stage at all. But
the issues their actions have raised have electrified the
discourse.in the area for more than 30 years. And that dis-
course has been a gift to Burke County and the students of
WPCC by the college through its annual Fall Speakers
Forum.

Starting at 7:15 Monday evening, the college will
launch its next forum with familiar themes: politics, cam-
paigns and elections. Kellyanne Fitzpatrick, a pollster,
political analyst and founder of "the polling company," a
political consulting and public research firm, is consid-
ered one of the 50 most powerful women in politics, by
"Ladies Home, Journal." Fitzpatrick has advised former
Vice President Dan Quayle, former Speaker of the House
New^ Gingrich and 1996 vice-presidential candidate Jack
Kemp. Although her background is conservative, Fitz-
patrick will provide a balanced update on Election 2000.

~l

Elections is a theme that has been visited every four
years by the students, faculty and administrators who
have brought this annual program together. In fact, elec-
tions is how it all got started. It was 1968, Nixon vs.
Humphrey, and with the backdrop of assassinations of
major leaders, rising poverty and escalating military
action in Vietnam, it was truly the fight of the century.
When the presidential election returns were coming in,
Larry Clark, a retired college dean, together with history
and political science faculty, held a live forum to broad-
cast the results, which also was the first live TV broadcast
in Burke County and the first of what would become the
Fall Speakers Forum.

About nine years ago, this unique presentation united
with the Sen. Sam J. Ervin Jr. Constitutional Issues Pro-
gram. According to the college's Winston Lear, the pro-
gram hopes to present issues that will help people under-
stand and value the principles on which the nation was
founded and those values related to the Constitution and
the government's system of checks and balances.

With Sen. Sam having served as co-chairman for con-
gressional hearings that eventually led to the resignation
of a president, his name should be synonymous with
checks and balances. But in his name issues such as civil
rights - which he championed - victim and defendant
rights, the Internet and violent youth also have been
examined over the years.

Fitzpatrick's look at the elections and the ramifications
of public opinion and other factors on the presidential
race is in perfect harmony with the goals of the Ervin pro-
gram, as is Wednesday's forum featuring the candidates
for the Burke County Board of Commissioners.

Six candidates vying for the county board will be on
hand at 11 a.m. Wednesday in the Hildebrand Hall Cafe-
teria for the forum's only daytime event. The issues exam-
ined during the debate should be the top questions affect-
ing all in Burke County, from education to taxation.

Tuesday and Wednesday nights, back at the Moore
Auditorium, both ends of the political continuum will be
center stage: Democrats the second night of the three-
night forum and Republicans on the third.

At the core of democracy is our ability to discuss
issues, and the Fall Speakers Forum gives us the fodder
for those discussions. Paul Wardzinski at WPCC says,
"The philosophy of the forum has been that in order to
have a grasp of their own opinions people must under-
stand the arguments of those with whom they disagree."

If we are all serious about the freedoms we share and
the protection of our rights and liberties, then there
shouldn't be an empty seat for any of the four forum
events. I'll see you there.
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,ocal candidates vie for votes at forum

Staff photo by Karen Andries

SCC President Jim Richardson, at podium, spoke briefly at the
urn. Republican candidate Tom Johnson is shown on the left
d Democratic canidate Benny Orders is on the right.

By KAREN ANDRIES
News Herald Staff Writer

MORGANTON - Long term
goals for Burke County were the
focus of discussion as five candi-
dates for Burke County Board of
Commissioners met for a "Candi-
date Forum" on Thursday at West-
ern Piedmont Community College.

The Hildebran Hall cafeteria was
filled with potential voters who
came to meet the candidates and
determine where they stand on
issues facing the county.

According to WPCC President
Jim Richardson, the county is
responsible for 15 percent of the
college's budget so anyone interest-
ed in the college's future should
have an interest in the county com-
mission race.

Political science instructor Ralph
Strickland acted as moderator of the
event which was more of a civil
presentation of views than a debate.

Strickland began the proceedings
by reading a written statement from
the only candidate not in atten-

dance, Republican Mary Pittillo.
In her statement, Pittillo said thai

as a teacher assistant at Hillcresi
School she could not take time ofl
of work to campaign, but she
promised to "hold the line on prop-
erty taxes" and keep spending at i
rate no greater than the economic
growth of the county.

Democrat David Campbell wa;
elected to the board of commission
ers four years ago and now serve;
as current chairman of the board.

"I've enjoyed being a commis
sioner. It's got great benefits, bu
it's also got a whole lot o
headaches involved," he said.

He went on to describe himsel
as a native of Burke County wh<
retired from the telephone compan;
15 years ago. He runs a "non-profi
farm" and has two daughters whi
are both graduates of WPCC and
son who now lives in South Caroli
na.

"We need space for our count
offices," he said. "We're going t
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build an (agricultural) center on the
campus of Western Piedmont.
We've purchased an option to buy
land for a recreational park. We
desperately need some ball fields."

Republican candidate Tom John-
son was the next to speak. The
youngest of the candidates was
graduated with a political science
degree from Eastern Kentucky Uni-
versity and spent six and half years
in the regular Army. Since 1994, he
has been employed as a sales repre-
sentative for Packaging Corporation
of America. He also has a wife and
four-year-old son.

"My father sat me down and
said I owed a debt of service to my
country and I owed a debt of ser-
vice throughout life to the commu-
nity that I live in. That is the reason
I am here today. We need to work
with the school board to make sure
we have a charted course. If we
don't have a plan now we're going
to be falling behind," he said.

Democrat Benny Orders was
born in Burke County and attended
WPCC and Lenoir-Rhyne College.

He has a wife, two daughters and
two grandsons. He is currently
employed as a safety engineer at
Drexel Heritage Furnishings where
he has worked for 28 years. Orders
is also employed part time at Her-
itage Funeral Home in Valdese.

For the past 35 years he has been
a volunteer fireman at Drexel Fire
Department and spent 19 of those
years a chief. He has served on the
board of aldermen in the Town of
Drexel since 1973 and was Mayor
Pro Tern for 25 years.

He said serving on the board of
aldermen taught him about making
tough decisions regarding budgets
and taxes.

He said since 1973 the Town of
Drexel's tax increases have been
below the rate of inflation.

Democrat Brenda Port was born
in Rutherford County and raised in
Mecklenburg County, but has spent
the last 23 years as resident of
Burke County.

She is a wife, mother and grand-
mother. She is also a graduate of
Harding High School in Charlotte
and earned a degree in business
administration from Charlotte Busi-

ness College. Today she spends
much her time working with youth-
ful offenders.

"As long as God gives me the
gift of serenity to do this, I will
continue to work for the young peo-
ple and elderly people of Burke
County as long as I can," she said.
"We can't fix everything, but we
can be good listeners."

Republican candidate Maynard
Taylor said he was born into a fam-
ily as one of 16 children and has
been a life-long resident of Burke
County. He attended Icard school
and graduated from Hildebran
School. He lives in Connelly
Springs, is married and has four
children. His education also
includes the Carolina School of
Broadcasting and Dale Carnegie
courses.

Taylor served on the school
board for six years and is president
of the Better Business Bureau. He
also serves as president of the
Burke County Cattlemen's Associa-
tion and is a member of the Burke
County Economic Development
Council and the CSO Membership
Committee at Gardner Webb Uni-



versity.
While he spent 27 years working

in radio, today he is sales manager
for Charter Communications' Hick-
ory region.

"All residents pay taxes and all
should receive like benefits," he
said. "Senior citizens should get tax
relief. If they have paid for 40 years
then they have paid their fair
share."

Taylor went on to say that voters
"can trust him to hold down taxes"
and be a "worthy guardian of the
county's assets."

In response to a question regard-
ing the future economic growth of
the county all the candidates said it
was important to lure high-tech
industry to the area, but Johnson
said maintaining a high quality of
education is crucial to making the
area attractive to such companies.

"When companies decide to
relocate they look at the overall tax
burden, quality of life, utilities
infrastructure, transportation infra-
structure and knowledge of labor
force," Johnson said. "Elementary
school through college is the foun-
dation for us for the next 30 years."

As always, the subject of taxes
remained at the forefront of the dis-
cussion.

"If I live in only one residence in
30 years," said Taylor, "I will have
paid more in county taxes than my
house is worth. It doesn't make
sense to tax someone making
$30,000 a year to give a raise to
someone making 80 thousand a
year."

"We haven't wasted any of your
tax money," said Campbell. "We're
87th out of 100 counties in taxes
from the bottom. The only way to
raise money is through property
taxes. If you exempt me from pay-

ing taxes then my children will
have to pick up the slack."

Campbell went on to say that
commissioners don't have the pow-
er to repeal taxes for one segment
of the population.

Johnson suggested looking to
private industry for money to build
parks and other recreational'facili-
ties "so when the teacher needs a
pay raise we can give it."

The election is Nov. 7. The
candidates will gather again at 6:30
p.m., Oct. 17, in Moore Auditorium
on the WPCC campus.
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Students critique the politics of speaker
Three students of Western

Piedmont Community College
submitted to The News Herald
their perceptions of speakers
Barbara Allen, the state's
Democratic chairwoman, and
Linda Daves, the state's
Republican vice chairwoman.
The two women were guests
of the 2000 Fall Speakers
Forum at the college and both
were asked to address
Campaign 2000.

One of the hottest, fast-paced
topics in the news today is politics.
Every individual has an opinion on
certain issues pertaining to politics
and on how voting should be done.
People talk about how they would
change issues such as education or
taxes if they were in a direct posi-
tion to change them, but not every-
one can be elected into office. How-
ever, voters can voice their opinions
through the candidates that they
elect. Furthermore, just talking
about the changes we would like to
see won't get them accomplished;
voting will.

Wednesday, Barbara Allen, the
state's Democratic chairwoman,
came to Moore Auditorium to
explain her party's platform.

According to Allen, being a
Democrat means fighting for free-
dom, fairness, a responsible govern-
ment, creating more jobs, better
schools, and lowering the crime
rate. "Being democratic is not about
the political party, its about the peo-
ple" she said.

The Democratic party is pushing
to improve health care, a compre-
hensive prescription plan, a stronger
economy, saving social security for
a stable retirement, and preserving
the air, water and natural resources,
Allen said.

Social Security is a controversial
topic that people have strong feel-
ings about. Allen says that the
Democratic party is fighting to put
Social Security in a "lock box"
unable to be touched - to ensure the

money is there when workers retire.
Improving health care is a big

issue as well, especially for senior
citizens. Many senior citizens live
on a strict budget that leaves little or
no extra money for things such as
medication. Proposing a compre-
hensive prescription plan will allow
low-budgeted senior citizens the
right to not have to choose between
paying rent or buying groceries and
getting the medication they need ,
Allen said.

In the past 100 years, only two
Republicans have governed North
Carolina. The Democratic Party has
helped create the best community
college system in the United States
as well as the best higher education
system in the natioa

Allen also stated that to achieve
stronger public education there
needs to be smaller class sizes in
elementary and middle schools and
better, safer campuses. Community
colleges and universities in North
Carolina are growing everyday. To
meet the need of more students and
the higher technical training needed
for today's job market, the proposed
Higher Education bond is needed.
Some individuals may be concerned
that the money raised will cause
higher taxes, but according to Allen,
if the bond is passed there will be
no tax increase. This bond will help
ensure a better future for the schools
of North Carolina.

No matter how these issues are
viewed, young people need to vote
and know who the candidates are
and what they are about. Being an
informed voter is the first step to
good citizenship.

Ashley Martin

Barbara Allen is an outstanding
speaker based on her credentials.
This year's goals of the Democratic
Party, according to Allen, include
reforms for education, health care,
social security, environmental prac-
tices, campaign finances, and a
reduction in apathy.

Educational goals include reduc-



tions in class sizes so that elemen-
tary and middle school children can
receive the personal attention need-
ed to master all subjects, giving
young children a head start, requir-
ing teacher accountability, and
improving our public school sys-
tems instead of giving up on them.

Democrats are concerned with
reforming health care to address the
problem of older citizens having to
choose between rent and food or
much needed medicine. The goal is
to prevent the medicinal industry
from becoming solely profit driven.

It is interesting that in the last
eight years the United States has
had a Democratic president who
promised health care reform, but
nothing substantial has been accom-
plished.

Environmental concerns are
always an issue because the envi-
ronment must be guarded yearly
from wasteful, careless individuals
or misguided practices.

Democrats think that surplus tax
dollars should be saved for the
Americans who have paid into the
Social Security system. Campaign
finances and a misappropriation of
funds is also an issue that Democ-
rats are aware needs to be resolved.

Allen's speech Wednesday is
best summed up by a quote from
Margaret Mead: "Never doubt that a
small group of thoughtful, commit-
ted citizens can change the world.
Indeed, it is the only thing that ever
has."

Certainly, the Democratic Party
has good ideas and intentions, but
what good are they if the citizens of
this country are not willing to brain-
storm resolutions to the problems
and act on them? Regardless of
political party, these issues concern
everyone. Its not a matter of label-
ing problems; its a matter of propos-
ing solutions, and that is what
Americans are waiting to see in the
candidates for public office.

Linda Daves, vice chair of the
North Carolina Republican Party,
was at Moore Auditorium Thursday
one day after the Democrats Bar-
bara Allen spoke.

Daves pointed out, "The educa-
tion system teaches children the
function of the three branches of
U.S. Government, but the education
system does not teach students how
to get involved in the political
process."

I found that to be true, as I
thought about it for a moment.
Schools don't emphasize enough, if
any, that youth should become
informed in order to later vote. Chil-
dren need to be taught at a young
age to realize the importance their
votes have. That way, there is no
doubt in their minds that they will
be at the polls when they become
18.

"If you don't vote, you've cer-
tainly given up your right to com-
plain" she added.

Many had hoped Daves would
enlighten us with her standpoint on
the issues that affect us as a nation.
Not one statistic came from Daves
on Medicare, tax proposals, or even
Social Security. Most obviously
absent were comments on social
issues like abortion or the new abor-
tion pill.

Daves said, "Politics is about the
nature of going from point A to
point B by influencing public poli-
cy." As a newcomer to politics and
college, I cannot understand how
one can influence public policy if
one does not infonri the public. It
seems that all Daves did during her
presentation was tell us to go out
and vote which is certainly a good
idea in itself.

Daves close the evening by
opening the floor to question, but
none were asked. Not one hand
reached for the air to ask about
important national issues. I don't
believe people at the Forum didn't
care, rather, none had been brought
up.

Marl Torrence Cam Murray
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