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The Fall Speakers' Forum
is sponsored by
Western Piedmont
Community College's
Division of Humanities
and Social Sciences.

Our thanks to the following
organizations for their support:

African American Students
Association of WPCC

Gammu Mu Chapter of Phi Theta
Kappa

Student Government Association
of WPCC

Western Piedmont Foundation, Inc.



Legacy of the '60s theme for speakers forum
By BILL POTEAT
Managing Editor

Looking back at the legacy of the
1960s will be the theme of the annu-
al Fall Speakers Forum coming up
at Western Piedmont Community
College.

"Legacy of the Sixties: Cultural
Diversity of The Nineties," is the
title for this year's forum, which
will begin Monday, Oct. 25, and
continue through Wednesday, Oct.
27.

The forum is sponsored by the
Division of Humanities and Social
Sciences at the college and is open
to both WPCC students and the
community at large.

"We felt the time had come to
revisit the '60s," said Carolyn West,
dean of humanities and social sci-
ences at WPCC. "It's really the per-
fect time. It's time for those of us

"We felt the time had
come to revisit the '60s.
It's really the perfect
time. It's time for those
of use who lived through
the '60s to now view
them as history."

— Carol ynWest
WPCC dean

who lived through the '60s to now
view them as history."

The forum's first speaker, at 7:15
pjn. on Oct. 25 in the Moore Audi-
torium, will be James H. Meredith,
the first black student to be admit-
ted to the University of Mississippi.

President John Kennedy had to

dispatch thousands of federal troops
to the school to ensure Meredith's
safe admission and his freedom to
attend classes after admission.

Meredith later graduated from
the school and then became active
in the civil rights movement, orga-
nizing one of the largest demonstra-
tions ever staged in America and
helping blacks to register to vote in
unprecedented numbers.

In recent years, however, Mered-
ith has spoken out against conven-
tional liberalism, serving two years
on the staff of U.S. Sen. Jesse
Helms of North Carolina, one of the
most conservative voices in the Sen-
ate.

Meredith recently returned to
Mississippi to live, where he now
works as a fanner and businessman,
with interests in tree farming, insur-
ance, mutual funds and securities.

The topic for Meredith's talk will

be "The History of the Modem Civ-
il Rights Movement and Its Effects
on African Americans Today."

Following Meredith in the forum
will be Virginia Foxx, president of
Mayland Community College, who
will speak Oct. 26 at 7:15 p.m.

Her topic will be 'The Momen-
tum of the Feminist Movement."

Foxx has served as president of
Mayland Community College in
Spruce Pine since 1987. She holds
her doctorate from UNC-Greens-
boro, and a master's degree and a
bachelor's degree from UNC-
Chapel Hill.

The forum will conclude with
remarks by Larry Keeter, a profes-
sor of sociology at Appalachian
State University and mayor of
Boone.

Keeter holds a number of
degrees, including his doctorate
from Boston University.

James H. Meredith
All of the forum sessions are free:

and open to the public.
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Forum
on cultural
diversity
James Meredith
to speak Monday

MORGANTON — James Mere-
dith, the first black man to attend
the University of Mississippi, will
be a guest speaker at Western
Piedmont Community College's
annual Fall Speaker's Forum. The
forum is Monday-Wednesday in
Moore Auditorium on the WPCC
campus in Morganton.

The forum will focus on the
cultural diversity movement, its
origins in the '60s and its implica-
tions today.

On Monday, the African Ameri-
can Students Association will pre-
sent the award-winning series
"Eyes on the Prize."

This program examines the civil
rights movement and features Mer-
edith and his struggle to be admit-
ted to the university. The schedule
is as follows:

8 a.m. — "Awakenings"
(1954-57).

9 a.m. — "Fighting Back"
(1957-62).

10 a.m. — "Ain't Scared of Your
Jails" (1962-66).

11 a.m. — "Easy Walk"
(1962-66).

Noon — "Mississippi: Is this
America?"

1 p.m. — "Bridge to Freedom"
(1965).

Meredith will also be the fea-
tured speaker at 7:15 p.m. Monday
with a program on the civil rights
movement and its effects on Afri-
can-Americans today. Presenta-
tions of the feminist movement
and the pros and cons of multicul-
turalism will be delivered at 7:15
p.m. Tuesday and Wednesday at
the auditorium.

For more information, call Paul
Wardzinski or Dr. Carolyn West at
438-6000.



James Meredith

Ne

bU,^,,
to: help the •
civil rights
ers* Form
College on r.-i> -.

/James ;Men
then "whites 01
1962 touched (
hundreds injun
cies favored by

;A large m

ff Writer: -

c|H|e?peds be'ps'ic^V
i4ifen.S: while pui porting
:cp?:0f !& United States'
s Ippennig the Fall Speak-
i ::f-*|||rnont Ccirtnunity

lose ienrolJjne
'ersity nf Mis«
!ihat:kiile(;

nged inar
! it leaders
••' blacksn
crbe

.diisni;?andthelEason
lowing Kis lecti

Meredith cri
trve action as n

"Affirmative action laws which giveiisp^lilil

ed programs such as affirma^

:::::::;:;:v:i:̂ i"i:x:i:::ft::W:W:;:::;::::::>™^^||?|g|jleg:ei::loî lack«:;|̂ |p
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Meredith
Continued from Page One

student asked what would take
affinnative action's place to ensure
equal employment opportunities.

"The economic interest is so
strong that no race would have to
worry," he said. "This whole thing
on black and white is seriously
overplayed."

Some in the audience disagreed
with Meredith's views afterwards.

"I think he might need to update
some of his views. Programs such
as housing and welfare are needed,"
said Republican Burke County
Commission Tom McCurry, the
first black elected to that board.

"If you are in need you need the
programs and policies that we have
established," said Nettie Mclntosh.
"His views were something we
need to think about but not act
upon."

Meredith spoke just briefly on
his experience at Mississippi, in

which President Kennedy called out
16,000 troops to ensure his safety.

"What made Mississippi so sig-
nificant was two things: No. 1, the
defiance of the whites in Mississip-
pi and No. 2 was my philosophy,"
he said.

Although blacks and whites
attended colleges in every other
state except Mississippi, black stu-
dents had less rights than whites on
other campuses, he said.

"Black students did not have
certain rights that the white students
had. Well, that was not agreeable to
me," he said.

In the years since his student
days, Meredith has held a variety of
jobs. Most recently, Sen. Jesse
Helms, R-N.C., hired him as an
advisor, a combination many found
strange.

Meredith called Helms, whom
he no longer works for, "the best
senator in the U.S. Congress,"

something he knew that not all in
the audience agreed with.

"Being that some of you know
who I use to work for, some of you
probably think that you don't agree
with any of my positions, but I
don't want you to make any judg-
ments until you hear me," Meredith
said at the start of his speech.

The Fall Speaker's Forum, with
its "Legacy of the Sixties: Cultural
Diversity of the Nineties" theme
continues today at 7:15 p.m. in
Moore Auditorium with Virginia
Foxx.

Foxx, president of Mayland
Technical College and a noted fem-
inist advocate, will address gender
issues.

On Thursday at 7:15 p.m. at
Moore Auditorium, Larry Keeter.
professor of sociology at
Appalachian State University, will
speak on the values of diversity.
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WPCC speaker discusses feminism
By HEATHER WRIGHT
For The News Herald

Since the 1960's sexism has not
gone away but has become more
subtle. Now the struggle to achieve
equity between the sexes has
become the responsibility of both
men and women. These were
among the observations made Tues-
day evening at Western Piedmont
Community College by Virginia
Foxx, former president of Mayland
Community College in Spruce Pine.

Foxx continued the tradition of
the annual WPCC Fall Speakers
Forum by addressing the topic of
the status of the Feminist Move-
ment

On Tuesday evening in Moore
Auditorium, Foxx made a strong
presentation on the advances and
setbacks the women's movement

has experienced this century.
Foxx asked the audience what

they believe represented equality in
terms of gender, race, politics, eco-
nomics, and society.-Most of the
audience believed equality ijj poli-
tics and in gender could.be achieved
through equal representation in pub-
lic office.

The audience felt equality in
economics could be achieved
through equal pay for equal work,
and that equality in society could be
attained through respect for each
individual's rights.

Foxx presented many statistics.
She pointed out the low ratios of
women in all levels of political
office. In addition, she illustrated
the major discrepancies in salary
among men and women. According
to Foxx, an average woman loses
$420,000 in income over a lifetime

due to discrimination.
Even in the field of education

and nursing, often women earn less
than men of the same calibur and
experience.

Foxx defined feminism as both
"a theory of political, economical,
and social equality of the sexes and
an organized act on behalf of
women's rights and interests."

Foxx recommended that people
should learn to value themselves in
order to respect others. Women

need to educate themselves and sup-
port one another to achieve success.
Last but not least, Foxx illustrated
that individuals must seek success
on small levels and not be frustrated
when not all opportunities are
offered.

The forum continues today at
7:15 p.m. when Dr. Larry Keeter
discusses the pros and cons of mul-
ticulturalism. For more information
contact Dr. Carolyn West or Paul
Wardzinski at WPCC (438-6000).
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