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THE CHALLENGE OF
WORLD PEACE IN THE 90's:

THE CHANGING FACEOF U.S./SoviET RELATIONS
Western Piedmont Community College presents a week-long Speakers' Forum addressing
recent political, economic and social changes in the Soviet Union and Eastern Europe and
their impact over the next decade for the United States and world peace. This annual series
of guest speakers and presentations will be open to all students and members of the public.
All presentations will take place in WPCC's Moore Auditorium at 7:15 pm, and are free of
charge.

SPEAKERS

William J. Meagher, International Labor Affairs expert for the U.S. State Department, opens the Speakers'
Forum Monday night. Mr. Meagher, who will discuss Eastern Europe's movement to a free economy in the
aftermath of its break with the Soviet Union, has extensive domestic and international experience in labor affairs
and industrial relations. He has lectured and written extensively on various aspects of U.S. and international
labor and industrial issues. Meagher is a Senior Foreign Service Officer and has worked overseas as Deputy
Ambassador, Political Counselor, Labor Counselor and Labor Attache. He also served as Project Director with
the Agency for International Development.

The First Secretary for Economic Affairs for the Russian Embassy in Washington, D.C., Mr. Victor Cherney,
will speak on Tuesday night. Mr. Chemey graduated from the Moscow Institute of Foreign Relations in 1977
and has been in the Soviet Diplomatic Service ever since. He has served in the Soviet Embassy in Nigeria and
with the Soviet Mission to the United Nations. Further, Chemey has researched East-West relations; relations
between Warsaw Pact Nations and NATO; and Western European modern economic, political and military
trends.

Dr. John E. Fobes, an expert on international relationships, and an ex-Secretary of the United Nations and
Deputy Director-general of UNESCO, is Wednesday's Speaker. Dr. Fobes, who has retired from his role in
diplomatic service, has been a visiting scholar at Indiana, Harvard, and Duke Universities, and is now a senior
counselor at the University of North Carolina at Asheville. He will speak about the role of the United Nations
in preparation for the 21st century.

On Thursday, Dr. Ted Uldricks, expert on Soviet History and foreign policy, will analyze last year's
phenomenal changes in Soviet/U.S. relations and how they will affect us in the next decade.Dr. Uldricks holds
masters and doctoral degrees in Russian History from Indiana University. He has taught Russian History at the
University of California and presently teaches Soviet History and Foreign Policy at the University of North
Carolina at Asheville, while directing the Masters of Liberal Arts program there. He is the author of numerous
books and articles concerning 20th century Soviet Foreign Policy, and he is presently working on a book about

Russia's perceptions of the rest of the world.





MONDAY. NOVEMBER 12

WILLIAM J. MEAGHER
U.S. STATE DEPARTMENT,

INTERNATIONAL LABOR AFFAIRS
"EASTERN EUROPE'S MOVEMENT TO A FREE ECONOMY"

TUESDAY. NOVEMBER 13

VICTOR CHERNEY
PRESS SECRETARY FOR ECONOMIC AFFAIRS FOR THE SOVIET

UNION
"ROLE OF THE U.S.S.R. FOR THE 1990's"

. NOVEMBER 14

DR. JOHN E. FOBES
RETIRED DEPUTY DIRECTOR OF UNESCO

"ROLE OF THE U.N. IN PREPARATION FOR THE 21ST CENTURY"

THURSDAY. NOVEMBER 15

DR. TED ULDRICKS
ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR OF HISTORY, THE UNIVERSITY OF

NORTH CAROLINA AT ASHEVILLE
THE SOVIET UNION: WHAT TO EXPECT IN THE FUTUREitr



The Division of Humanities and Social Sciences would like to thank
Western Piedmont Community College's Student Government Association,

and Western Piedmont Foundation, Inc.
for providing financial support for these programs.





WPCC Speakers Forum -; :̂
Excellent opportunity for students and community

S tudents at Western Piedmont
Community College, as well as
all other residents of Burke

County, will have a unique opportu-
nity to learn more about the chang-
ing relations between the world's
two great superpowers this week.

"The Challenge of World Peace in
the '90s: The Changing Face of
U.S./Soviet Relation-" will be the
topic explored in the college's an-
nual fall speaker's forum, beginning
Monday and continuing through
Thursday.

The forum, put together each year
by Paul Wardzinski and Roy McGal-
liard, has proven to be a great suc-
cess, drawing large numbers of
WPCC students and interested com-
munity residents.

"We're very excited about this
year's forum," said McGalliard on a
recent afternoon when he and Ward-
zinski stopped by my office to dis-
cuss the forum and its speakers.

"We know there is a lot of interest
about just what the relationship be-
tween our country and the Soviet

Union is going to be like as we move
forward toward a new century," he
added.

The lineup of speakers which Mc-
Galliard and Wardzinski have ar-
ranged, with the help of 10th District
U.S. Rep. Cass Ballenger, is a pow-
erful one indeed, more in keeping
with a large university than a small
community college. It includes:

• Monday at 7:15 p.m., William J.
Meagher, a senior advisor for inter-
national labor affairs for the U.S.
State Department.

Meagher is expected to discuss
Eastern Europe's movement to a
free market economy in the af-

termath of its break with the Soviet
Union.

Meagher has extensive domestic
and international experience in la-
bor affairs and industrial relations
and has lectured and written exten-
sively on various aspects of U.S. and
international labor and industrial
issues.

A senior Foreign Service officer,
he has worked overseas as a deputy
ambassador, political counselor, la-
bor counselor and labor attache. He
has also served as a project director
with the Agency for International
Development. ^

• Tuesday at 7:15 p.m., Victor
Cherney, the first secretary for eco-
nomic affairs for the Soviet Em-
bassy in Washington, D.C.

Cherney is expected to speak
about the role of the Soviet Union in
the 1990s.

Cherney was graduated from the
Moscow institue of Foreign Rela-
tions in 1977 and has been in the
Soviet Diplomatic Service ever
since. He has served in the Soviet
Embassy in Nigeria and with the
Soviet mission to the United Nations.

He has also researched East-West
relations, relations between Warsaw
Pact nations and NATO and the
political, economic and military
trends of Western Europe.

• Wednesday at 7:15 p.m., Dr.
John E. Fobes, the retired deputy
director of UNESCO.

Fobes, who has been a visiting
scholar at Indiana, Harvard and
Duke universities, and is now a
senior counselor at the University of
North Carolina at Asheville, will
speak about the role of the United
Nations in preparation for the 21st
century.

• Thursday at 7:15 p.m., Dr. Ted
Uldricks, associate professor of his-
tory at the University of North Caro-
lina at Asheville.

Uldricks, an expert on Soviet his-
tory and foreign policy, is expected
to analyze last year's phenomenal
changes in Soviet-American rela-
tions and how they will affect both

countries in the next decade.
Uldricks holds master's and doc-

toral degrees in Russian history
from Indiana University. He has
taught Russian history at the Uni-
versity of California and presently
teaches Soviet history and foreign
policy at the University of North
Carolina at Asheville while directing
the master of liberal arts degree
program there.

He is the author of numerous
books and articles concentrating on
20th century Soviet foreign policy
and is presently working on a book
about Soviet perception of the rest of
the world.

All of the speakers will make their
remarks in the college's Moore Au-
ditorium.

Both McGalliard and Wardzinski
say they are hopeful the speakers
forum will raise the awareness level
of both WPCC students and the com-
munity in regard to international
issues.

"Bringing in outside speakers of
this quality will obviously offer our
students viewpoints and knowledge
that they would not receive in the
classroom," Wardzinski said.

"We also want to distinguish West-
ern Piedmont as a true institution of
higher learning," said McGalliard,
"one that is reaching beyond the
ordinary to expose our students to a
wide range of ideas."

The pair also noted that each of
the visiting speakers will be in-
volved with WPCC students in other
ways while they are in Morganton,
either by meeting and having lunch
with small groups of students or
through classroom lectures.

McGalliard and Wardzinski have
worked hard to set up a quality
educational opportunity for their
school, its students and the commu-
nity and their efforts are to be com-
mended.

It is efforts such as these that
make our local community college
stand out and establish it as a leader
in our state's community college
system.
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Eastern European problems

defy rapid solutions
By ROBBIE DAVES
For The News Herald

Monday at 7:15 p.m., about 100
people attended the opening night of
Western Piedmont Community Col-
lege's Speakers' Forum, which was
held in Moore Auditorium.

This annual series of guest speak-
ers and presentations is designed to
address issues of global importance.
The forum this year concerns recent
political, economic and social
changes in the Soviet Union and
Eastern Europe and how these
changes will affect the United States
and the entire world.

Presentations are open to all stu-
dents and members of the public,
and are free of charge. The guest
speaker Monday night was William
J. Meagher, of the U.S. State De-
partment.

Meagher, who has extensive do-
mestic and international experience
in labor affairs and industrial rela-
tions, discussed Eastern Europe's
movement to a market economy.

Speaking from the experience of

lecturing and writing extensively on
various aspects of U.S. and interna-
tional labor and industrial issues,
Meagher made reference to the
western world's experimentation for
over 300 years with the concepts of
democracy and free enterprise.

Even so, mistakes are still made.
Then he pointed out that these coun-
tries in Eastern Europe are trying to
make the same accomplishments
practically overnight.

According to Meagher, the
changes in Eastern Europe were
ready to take place, and had been for
some time. The primary reason for
the changes was the growth of demo-
cratic governments throughout the
world.

No amount of government-spon-
sored censorship can block out news
of freedom in other countries. Demo-
cratic elections had become so wider
spread that the only two nations in
the entire Western Hemisphere
without democratically elected lead-
ers were Cuba and Haiti.

In fact, the totalitarian rule that
had held these countries for so long

was instrumental in bringing in de-
mocracy. The government's inabil-
ity to adapt without the use of force
inspired the people to revolt.

Surprisingly, most of the revolu-
tions in Eastern Europe were peace-
ful. Based upon his economic
experience working in industry,
Meagher, project director with the
Agency for International Devel-
opment, said that another cause of
the upheaval was the difference in
economical systems.

Because the bureaucracy made all
vital economic decisions without
considering financial capabilities
and resources, the currency was
worthless on the global rate of ex-
change.

A third cause of the changes was
the accelerated speed of change in
the world economy. As barriers
opened, international investments
could be made at the touch of a
button, and pressures to keep a
functioning economy contributed to
alterations in stagnant systems.

Even military power deferred to
financial power.

Meagher also said that the real
test of the "new" Eastern Europe
will be Poland. The primary reason
for Poland's importance is that it
has made a determined effort to
change, while some have not tried as
hard.

Although Poland is behind sched-
ule in the privatization of industry, it
has kept inflation down to a reasona-
ble rate. Poland's greatest advan-
tage, however, is its ethnic unity,
which results in a stronger sense of
nationalism.

This unity is not present in Yugo-
slavia or the Soviet Union. Poland's
early independence, coupled with
these factors, places it in the golbal
spotlight.

In the end, Meagher gave no solu-
tions. As he said, the problems faced
by these newly self-governing na-
tions are too complex to solve in a
one-hour presentation.

His point was to raise questions
rather than answer them, because
these questions have no readily ap-
parant answers. Once these ques-
tions are raised, however, and

brought to the attention of the pub-
lic, they may be contemplated and
possibly answered.

There is one basic common de-
nominator, though. The problems
are primarily of a political nature
instead of an economic one. Demo-
cratic elections must first be held if
a turn-around is to occur.

While democratic elections will
not solve all of these problems, they
give the people a sense of power, a
feeling that they control their own
fate, and freewill is essential to the

establishment of a democracy. .

(Robbie Daves is a graduate of
Freedom High School and a student
at Western Piedmont Community
College.)
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WPCC Speakers Forum

jfor Soviets
By CAROL THOMAS
For The News Herald

"This last decade of the 20th cen-
tury is a new milestone in history,"
said Victor Cherney, "and new part-
nerships of nations will be based on
consultation, principles, world cost
and commitment."

Tuesday at 7:15 p.m. in Moore
Auditorium at Western Piedmont
Community College, Cherney, the
First Secretary of Economic Affairs
for the Russian Embassy in Wash-
ington D.C., delivered a powerful
message concerning issues which
pertained to economic welfare, the
future role of the military and the
emerging relationship between the
Soviet Union and the United States.

Students, faculty and members of
the public listened with intense in-
terest as Cherney stated that a ma-
jor consideration of the Soviet Union
is the maintenance of its
relationship with the United States,
not as enemies but working together
toward solving world issues.

He went on to point out that pro-
gress is not possible under nuclear
pressure. He revealed that the So-
viet Union is currently moving for
complete elimination of nuclear
weapons by acting in stages over a
15-year period to be completed by
the end of this century.

Instead of military strength, he
explained, the power of nations will
be more defined by economic, scien-
tific and technical development.

The Soviet Union is making relent-
less efforts to become a part of world
economics although it is difficult to
move from a command to market
economy.

"Nobody knows the correct proce-
dures," according to Cherney, "and
Poland is not a feasible example
because of the comparative size of
the Soviet Union."

The need is not for military but
economic specialists, Cherney said.

The role of the United States is
clearly defined as a valued source of
expertise and help in major areas
requiring development.

If the Soviet Union is to survive the
evolution into democracy two things
must happen, Che'rney said. The
speople need to be trained in every
aspect of business and organization

and increased efforts must be made
to ensure quality education for the
children.

Even taking these steps can only
guide this nation in the right direc-
tion as it will take generations for
the people of the Soviet Union to
realize their full potential in a free
economy, he concluded.
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Speaker emphasizes cooperation
By ANNETTE MAYNARD
For The News Herald

Today we- are in the moral and
social equivalent of war with regard
to the plight of our environment,
world-wide poverty and the shortage
of natural resources.

The effective fight of this war,
finding solutions and enacting them,
requires education, participation
and organizations of a world nature.

We must expand our thinking and
see that we are all part of an interde-
pendent world. There must be a
more harmonious relationship be-
tween humans and their environ-
ment, and among individuals and
societies.

These were the thoughts of Dr.
John E. Forbes, ex-Secretary of the
United Nations and Deputy Direc-
tor-general of UNESCO.

Forbes spoke at Western Pied-
mont Community College Wednes-
day evening at the third of four
presentations focusing on world
peace in the '90s.

In a call for world awareness,
Fobes, who was born the year of the
Russian Revolution, lived through
the Depression, served in World War
II, is a scholar and a statesman,
spoke of the bewildering changes,
social, economic, technological and
environmental, that have created
global problems.

In an environmental plea, he elo-
quently stated that what we have
done to our planet is irreversible. We
are standing amidst the ruins of our
industrial world.

We have exploited our environ-
ment, not believing we were an
integral part of nature. The chal-
lenge of environment and humanity
demands a more broad perspective
of the world.

There is also a need for increased
participation and cooperation on lo-
cal, national and global levels. As

individuals, we must think globally
and act locally.

There are no longer "foreign"
affairs; instead, everything is of
concern to everyone. In addition, we
must no longer leave these affairs
only to politicians and diplomats; we
need to rearrange our systems to get
everyone involved. We must achieve
a global concept.

Changes of global signif igance can
create problems only international
systems are able to handle. Fobes,
involved with the United Nations
since its birth in 1945, believes the
UN is an asset in this plight.

The United Nations system, a fam-
ily of 30 agencies all over the world
covering almost every aspect of
human activity, has the machinery
needed to manage the world's busi-
ness of learning and cooperating.

However, it is in need of new

policies. The future of the United
Nations is decentralization and de-
concentration. For example, it
needs to alter its traditional rule
where each country has only one
vote.

Voices are now being heard from
organizations that modify their
country's one vote.

The quest for a global partnership
is common through out the world.
Perhaps in the future we shall see
such organizations as Universal Hu-
manity Councils and Divisions on
Understanding Other Cultures.

But first, we must all develop a
care to learn about, and a concern
for the well-being of, the world and
her people.

(Annette Maynard is a student at
Western Piedmont Community Col-
lege.)



Soviet Union not gaining stability
; By NANCY HOLLER
" For The News Herald

• A captive audience was stunned
Thursday night when some shocking
truths were revealed about the So-
viet Union.
j Dr. Ted Uldricks, an associate
professor of history at the Univer-
sity of North Carolina at Asheville,
delivered a most enlightening con-
clusion to The Fall Speaker's Forum
at Western Piedmont Community
College.
; Contrary to the expections and
beliefs held by students, faculty, and
many community members, Dr. Ul-
dricks explained the Soviet Union is
:not gaining stability after its many
dramatic changes.

'.; "The possibility for real tragedy
:in the terms of a most brutal civil
'.war is developing in .the Soviet
Union," Uldricks said, "and the
'forces propelling it may be stronger
.than Gorbachev and the central gov-
;ernment or the republican govern-
';ment can deal with."
' Speaking to several people after
.the presentation revealed many har-
bored the misconception of a grow-
,lng stability in the Soviet Union. The
^common belief was the breakdown
;of Communism would equal stability
•for Russia.

Uldricks made it clear the driving
force in the Soviet Union now is
directed at itself.

Uldricks, an expert on Soviet His-
tory and US/Soviet relations, ex-
plained much about the Soviet
Union's past starting with Stalin's
rise to power in the beginning of the
1920's.

Stalin seized power, land, and
personal freedoms, Uldricks said.
However, in 1953, Kruschev re-
placed Stalin in the power seat.
Luckily, Kruschev was optimistic
and had many plans for Russia.

Uldricks explained Kruschev's
goals: He wanted to end the terror of
the former government; he at-
tempted to open the prison camps;
he introduced de-Stalinization, and
finally he wanted to raise the stan-
dard of living. Sadly, Kruschev
failed.

Uldricks also led us through the
development of modern Commu-
nism.

He discussed the potential role of
the United States as an advisor and
supporter to the Soviet Union. Begin-
ning in the 1970's, the Soviet Union
experienced an economic decline
and other problems. More recently,
with the introduction of Gorbachev,
many reforms have been enacted.

Gorbachev has attempted a multi-
tude of policy changes that were
previously thought to be an impossi-
ble dream by the west, Uldricks
said. Despite these changes, Ul-
dricks explained the Soviet Union is
in no better shape.

-While the world looked at Gorba-
chev as the implementer of peace-
making changes, his own country
found his plans to be near futile. The

country has been falling quickly into
an extremely chaotic state of confu-
sion and turmoil, Uldricks said.

He added the Soviet people wanted
reforms and the spoils of a richer
economy without the belt-tightening
effect of reforms. Freedom and
promises were good enough to earn
Gorbachev support in the beginning,
but now they ask when will they see
the benefits, he said.

While most of the United States
felt the changes in Soviet/US rela-
tions would lead to beneficial re-
forms, they in fact have
accomplished little, Uldricks said.
He contradicted earlier speakers in
the euphemistic theory the United
States will be an influential aid to the
weakened Soviet Union.

He felt the U.S. would be unable to
provide the needed strength for the
Soviet Union, in fact no country has
the capability to provide this level of
support. If the Soviet Union is to
survive, then it will have to be able
to stand on its own — a feat Uldricks
feels the Soviet Union will not make.

Uldrick's presentation held the
audience in awe as many were un-
prepared for the startling reality of
the condition of the country. He
delivered a fascinating speech that
was both informative and exciting.
His grim outlook for Russia's future
provided a thought-provoking topic
which all of America needs to pon-
der.

This will become especially true
as the breakdown of the Soviet Union
begins to have it's impact on the
United States.

Nancy Holler is enrolled at West-
ern Piedmont Community College.

.
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