








WPCC Speakers'
Forum slated*.:

During the week of Nov. 6-9 seven
experts on the People's Republic of
China will visit the Western Pied-

; mont Community College campus.
£{* Thes<pspeakers, offering various
J-'-perspeotives, will focus their presen-

tations on the events witnessed by
the world that occurred in China last
spring. .

Their presentations, making up .
WPCC's annual Speakers' Forum,
will deal in particular with the stu-
dent movement toward democrary
and the Chinese government's re-
sponse to it which allegedly cli-
maxed in a massacre in Beijing's
Tiananmen Square in May and June.

The Fall Speakers' Forum is a
yearly event at Western Piedmont,
sponsored by the Division of Human-
ities and Social Sciences.

In previous years, the Forum has
explored such current issues as the
1988 Presidential elections, constitu-
tional problems, immigrants and
refugees, and the continuing crisis in
Central America.

This year's week-long Forum,
held in the College's Moore Audito-
rium, is titled "China's Struggle
Toward Democracy: Crisis in Tia-
nanmen Square, 1989."

It will begin at noon on Monday,
Nov. 6, with Yaru Chang, a member
of Beijing's Research Institute on
Public Security. Yaru, now a visit-
ing graduate, student at Sam Hous-
ton University in Texas, will discuss
the Chinese System of Justice and its
reaction to the student movement.

At 7:15 on the evening of Nov. 6,
Pei Min Xin will speak. Pei, a fiery
and radical spokesperson for the
Student Movement in China who is
now a graduate student at Harvard
University, will critique the Chinese

\s reaction to the student
| movement in his presentation enti-

tled "Censorship & Security: The
; Complete Disregard of Human

Rights."
On Tuesday evening, Nov. 7, at

7:15, the Forum will continue with
the Chinese Government's represen-
tative, Jiang Chengzong, a counselor
to the Chinese Embassy in Washing-
ton. Jiang's presentation, "The De-
mocritization of China," will seek to
explain the -Chinese government's
reaction to the student movement,
and to justify the actions taken by
the government last June.

Dr. Marv Williamson will be the
featured speaker at 7:15 on Wednes-
day, Nov. 8.

Williamson, a Professor of History
at Appalachian State Uniersity and
a consultant on Chinese affairs to the
U.S. Government, will offer an his-
torical perspective on China's strug-
gle between the force of the people
and the power of the government.

The Speakers'Forum will wrap up
on Thursday evening at 7:15 with a
different perspective.

Gary and Marie Corne and
Christina Gray were American visi-
tors in China last yea/ and witnessed
the growing crisis that led to the
crackdown in Tiananmen Square.

They will address the issues of
what really happened, where China
is going socially, economically, and
politically in relationship to the
West, and what the implications will
be for the United States.

The Cornes were tourists in China
during this time, and Christina Gray
was a visiting foreign expert and
American instructor living in Beij-
ing during the crackdown.

As in the past, students, faculty,
staff, and all members of the public
are invited ot join WPCC during the
Forum to examine the struggle in
China and its implications. For more
information about the Forum and its
guests and speakers, contact Paul
Wardzinski at 437-6094.
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discuss €hina at WPCC
N/exos HevTX\dT NOV. 5, \<\&\n experts on the People's Re-

public of China will visit the Western
Piedmont Community College cam-
pus next week, Monday through
Thursday.

These speakers, offering various
perspectives, will focus their presen-
tations on the events witnessed by
the world that occurred in China last
spring.

Their presentations, making up
WPCC's annual Speakers' Forum,
will deal in particular with the stu-
dent movement toward democrary
and the Chinese government's re-
sponse to it which allegedly cli-
maxed in a massacre in Beijing's
Tiananmen Square in May and June.

The Fall Speakers' Forum is a
yearly event at Western Piedmont,
sponsored by the Division of Human-
ities and Social Sciences.

In previous years, the Forum has
explored such current issues as the
1988 Presidential elections, constitu-
tional problems, immigrants and
refugees, and the continuing crisis in
Central America.

This year's week-long Forum,
held in the College's Moore Audito-
rium, is titled "China's Struggle
Toward Democracy: Crisis in Tia-
nanmen Square, 1989."

It will begin at noon on Monday
with Yaru Chang, a member of
Beijing's Research Institute on Pub-
lic Security. Yaru, now a visiting
graduate student at Sam Houston
University in Texas, will discuss the
Chinese System of Justice and its
reaction to the student movement.

At 7:15 on the evening of Nov. 6,
Pei Min Xin will speak. Pei, a fiery
and radical spokesperson for the
Student Movement in China who is
now a graduate student at Harvard
University, will critique the Chinese
government's reaction to the student
movement in his presentation enti-
tled "Censorship & Security: The

Complete Disregard of Human
Rights."

On Tuesday evening at 7:15, the
Forum will continue with the
Chinese Government's representa-
tive, Jiang Chengzong, a counselor
to the Chinese Embassy in Washing-
ton. Jiang's presentation, "The De-
mocritization of China," will seek to
explain the Chinese government's
reaction to the student movement,
and to justify the actions taken by
the government last June.

Dr. Marv Williamson will be the
featured speaker at 7:15 on Wednes-
day.

Williamson, a Professor of History
at Appalachian State Uniersity and
a consultant on Chinese affairs to the
U.S. Government, will offer an his-
torical perspective on China's strug-
gle between the force of the people
and the power of the government.

The Speakers' Forum will wrap up
on Thursday evening at 7:15 with a
different perspective.

Gary and Marie Corne and
Christina Gray were American visi-
tors in China last year and witnessed
the growing crisis that led to the
crackdown in Tiananmen Square.

They will address the issues of
what really happened, where China
is going socially, economically, and
politically in relationship to the
West, and what the implications will
be for the United States.

The Comes were tourists in China
during this time, and Gray was a
visiting foreign expert and Ameri-
can instructor living in Beijing dur-
ing the crackdown.

As in the past, students, faculty,
staff, and all members of the public
are invited to join WPCC during the
Forum to examine the struggle in
China and its implications.

For more information about the
Forum and its guests and speakers,
contact Paul Wardzinski at 437-6094.
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Hails Democracy!
At College Forum?

By CONSTANCE SIMPSON

MORGANTON — The future of Chi-
na's pro-democracy movement is in the tA
hands of people all over the world, said a ̂
Chinese activist Monday night

"Right now, the movement in China is
underground," said Pei Min Xin, an ad-
vocate for China's pro-democracy move-
menu- J v f ... . .. Q-

-It's op to the rest of the world to <
pressure the government to stop the con- '
tinuing crackdown," Pei told about 200^
people Monday night. —

Pei is one of seven speakers appearing ̂
this week during "China's Struggle To- «*J
ward Democracy: Crisis in Tiananmen — ̂ *
Square 1989," a four-day forum at West-
em Piedmont Community College. Pei is
a graduate student at Harvard University.
Varu Chang, a member of Beijing's Re-
search Institute jon Public Scrutiny, also
spoke Monday.

. Thousands were reportedly killed dur-
ing the June 3-4 clash between students
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Chinese Activist Calls For End To Crackdowr
Continued From Page IB

and soldiers in Tiananmen Square
in Beijing.

Pei said the crackdown Hasn't
ended.

"We can't bring the dead back
to life, but we can at least delay,
cancel and prevent the senseless
killings," he said.

Pei wasn't in Beijing during the
crackdown. A Western Piedmont
school official said several stu-
dents who were in Tiananmen
Square in June canceled talks at
the college because they feared
reprisals from the Chinese govern-
ment

Pei said the Chinese govern-
ment has threatened Chinese ac-
tivists outside the country who
denounce the crackdown. The gov-
ernment also monitors their ac-
tions, Pei said.

"Such tactics are so outrageous
as to be unbelievable," Pei said.

But Pei outlined similar tactics
by the government before and dur-
ing the crackdown.

Pei said the Chinese govern-
ment decided on May 17 to im-
pose martial law while promising
to hear students' demands.

On the morning of June 3,
troops entered the square without
weapons, wearing civilian cloth-
ing. Pei said the students were
allowed to "capture" the soldiers'
weapons, uniforms and ammuni-

tion from trucks following the sol-
diers while the government video-
taped their actions.

"This was part of their setup,"
Pei said.

Students realized the plan and
tried to return the items, but sol-
diers wouldn't take them.

The forum will continue toda
when Jiang Chengzon, a counselc
to the Chinese Embassy in Wash
ington, speaks at 7:15 p.m. o
"The Democratization of China.
History Professor Marv William
sen will speak Wednesday
7:15 p.m.



China visitors recall protests
By LETA PARKS
News Herald Staff Writer

Visitors to China during the spring
crackdown on protests in Tianan-
men Square for democracy told a
crowd Thursday at Western Pied-
mont Community College what it
was like to be in the communist
country.

The speeches were part of a Fall
Speakers' Forum oh events in China
sponsored by the college to help
people examine issues from differ-
ent viewpoints.

Speaking to the crowd of about 200
people were Gary and Marie Corne,
Newton residents who were tourists

" in China, and Christina Gray, a
doctoral student at the University of
Maryland who was teaching Chinese
students during the time of the pro-
tests.

According to the Cprnes and Gray,
the atmosphere during the protests
at Tiananmen Square in Beijing, the
capital of China, was calm, peaceful
and fun.

"There is nowhere I would go in
the United States and surround my-
self with 80,000 people without being
afraid," said Majie Corne.

"But there was no fear there (in
the square)," she said. "It was very

_ppsitiye_and joyful. People would
come up to us'and ask us to sign their
children's clothes.

"You wanted to spend every spare
minute you had at the square," she
said.

But that atmosphere changed
drastically near the time of the
massacre, said Gary Corne.

The Saturday prior to the crack-
down, "the crowds were smaller and
there was an absence of families,"
he said. "We saw for the first time
armed troops entering the area."

Gray, who wanted to stay in the
square with a friend, said a Chinese
man came up to them and said,

"You've got to get out,of here. The
troops are coming."

Gary Corne said the troops' vehi-
cles were "covered with students
crawling around on them and lying
down in front of them trying not to
letthenrenter (the square)."

The Cornes were told not to come
back to the square, so they returned
to their hotel, but they still heard the
sounds of automatic gunfire and saw
from their hotel window part of the
aftermath of the crackdown.

Between the hotel and the square,
they saw "guardrails turned up and
knocked down, buses knocked out of
the way, overturned and burned,"
said Gary Corne.

They also saw a column of tanks,
behind which was a long column of
armored personnel carrers. "About
every 15 minutes a personnel carrier
would roar down the avenue and
either fire over the heads of or at
persons on street corners," he said.

After the'Cornes were taken to a:
military air base, they also saw "at
least a half dozen truck or vanloads,
of injured Chinese soldiers,".;said.
Gary Corne. ?<;-.';

A Chinese guide who "barely .es-,
caped" from the square ga'y'e7a_
tearful testimony to the Cornesj said,
Marie Corne. "He was crying "and;
saying there were thousands of peo-
ple dead and children with six of'
seven bullet holes in them,"'"she
said.

Gray, who has returned to
since the crackdown, described the
life Chinese people are now facing.' .

When Gray returned" to (Suna;
"That's when the (communist) jtia-'
chine was rolling," she said. *'f
came out of China (the second timej
really paranoid." '*<''-*

"People are disappearing," ;said
Gray. "People are getting shot in" thi
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Christina Gray (left) and Marie Corne listen-; -/J
""'*' * _'•-„• '

... as Gary Corne describes events in China.

Visitors describe
Chinese protests

* From page one

base of the skull for 13 cents, and the
parents get the bill.

"The Chinese people told us,
'Don't talk to anybody indoors; talk
on a bicycle while you're moving,' "
she said.

When she visited the square again
she found the graffiti had been
washed away and bullet holes had
been patched, Gray said.

There were wreaths for dead sol-
diers, but Chinese parents were not
allowed to wear black armbands in
honor of their dead children, as was
their custom, she said.
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