
CRISIS IN CENTRAL AMERICA
WESTERN PIEDMONT COMMUNITY COLLEGE'S

FALL SPEAKER'S FORUM
OCTOBER 28 - NOVEMBER 1

Western Piedmont Community College presents a week-long
Speakers' Forum addressing the current upheavals in
Central America and growing United States involvement.
A series of guest speakers and presentations will be
open to all students and members of the public.

r-MONDAYr-OCTOBER 28

12:3$ p.m. - Moore Auditorium
Documentary Films: El Salvador - What's

at Stake?
MacMichael on Nicaragua

>. Gerald McBrayer

TUESQ

7:30 J3<m. - Moore Auditorium
Slide Presentation:

CTOBER 29

Department Speaker: Adis Vil a ;
Lat in Arperica

eria

Foreign Policy,

12:30 p.m. -v^estern Piedmont

7:30 p.m. - Mo6><evAuditorium

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 30

Speaker and Historian: DO- AllenTJ6T\s, Appalachian State
University

12:30 p.m. - Western P^edm^t Cafeterl

Twentieth Century Nicaragua: The "Twin Lefaactes^of In1
veno'on and Povf

Freedonv^ohters or State
TerrorisVT

The Cost of the Cortoa Warx

7:30 p.m. - Moore Auditorium

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 31

No session.

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 1

12:30 p.m. - Concluding Session: Panel Discussion
Moore Auditorium
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Morganton, N.C., Friday, October 25, 1985

WPCC hosts speakers forum
Beginning Monday and continuing

through next week, Western Pied-
mont Community College in Morgan-
ton will host its 1985 Speakers Forum,
''Crisis in Central America."

This year's program will address
the growing political, military, eco-
nomic, and social crisis in Central
America, especially in El Salvador
and Nicaragua.

Featuring a variety of opinions that
many Americans hold about the chan-
ging situation in Latin America, the
series will feature a slide program,
documentary films, guest speakers
and a panel discussion.

The presentations will be at 12:30
p.m. and 7:30 p.m. Monday, Tuesday
and Wednesday, Oct. 28-30, and at
12:30 p.m. Friday, Nov. 1, in the W.
Stanley Moore Auditorium and the G
Building cafeteria.

The series is open to the public free
of charge.

The forum begins Monday with two
short documentary films, "El Salva-
dor — What's At Stake?" and "Mac-
Michael on Nicaragua."

The first film interviews leading
American experts as well as El Salva-
doran political leaders on the left and
right about increased military activ-
ity in the region and whether Central
America's instability threatens
United States' security.

The second film features David
MacMichael, an ex-CIA agent, who
describes the U.S. policy towards Cen-
tral America as "disastrous to the
best interests of the United States."

On Tuesday, the forum will host a
special guest speaker from the State
Department, Adis Vila. With a mas-
ters degree in international law from
the Graduate Institute of Interna-

tional Studies in Geneva, Switzerland,
she is now special assistant to ambas-
sador Langhorn A. Motley, assistant
secretary of state for inter-American
affairs.

Ms. Vila will speak at 12:30 p.m. in
the college's cafeteria and again at
7:30 p.m. in Moore Auditorium.

A native of Cuba and now a natural-
ized U.S. citizen, she will discuss
present U.S. government policy in
Central Amrica.

Allen Wells, associate professor of
history at Appalachian State Univer-
sity in Boone and author of a book and
a number of articles on Latin Amer-
ica, will speak Wednesday at 12:30
p.m. in the cafeteria and at 7:30 p.m.
in Moore Auditorium.

His presentation for the afternoon
session will be "Twentieth Century

'Nicaragua: The Twin Legacies of
Intervention and Poverty." His eve-
ning presentation will be "Freedom
Fighters on State Terrorism? The
cost of the Contra War."

Although there will be no Thursday
session, the forum will wrap up its

week-long discussions with a panel,
discussion on Friday at 12:30 p.npyin;
Moore Auditorium. The panel "will;
lead a discussion on the future ofj
Central America, how its stability;
affects the United States, and ' ' "'
U.S. policy toward the area shou
for the remainder of the century,

For more information, call
Thomas or Paul Wardzinski at
8688 or 324-6141.
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At WPCC forum

Central American situation examined!
By PAUL WANGMSHI
For The News Herald

Western Piedmont Community Col-
lege's week long Fall Speakers Fo-
fum, "Crisis in Central America"
began Monday.

In Moore Auditorium at 7:30 p.m.,
Dr. Gerald McBrayer spoke to an
audience of students and interested
Community members on the subject
Of Nicaragua.

McBrayer, who visited Nicaragua
in February of 1984 as a member of
the Witness For Peace organization,
shared his slide presentation, his first-
hand experiences and his insight con-
cerning Nicaragua.

McBrayer, a Burke County resident
since 1961 and founder of an allied-
health business, Lifeworks Inc., de-
scribed himself as a conservative
businessman who was asked by his
minister to travel with the Witness
For Peace group to add his objectiv-
ity.

Witness For Peace, an inter-denom-
initional church group, has sent over
100,000 average American citizens to
Nicaragua since the Sandinista revo-
lution on a journey out of conscience
and a desire to understand Nicaragua
and the impact of U.S. foreign police
on that country's citizens.

McBrayer stated, "My trip didn't
change my opinion about events in

Nicaragua. Before my visit there, I,
like many Americans, didn't know
enough about the area to have an
opinion. Rather, my trip formed my
opinion about Nicaragua."

McBrayer, insisting on objectivity,
stated his purpose now is as an advo-
cate, not for or against one political or
economic system, but rather for
peace, world peace.

McBrayer noted, "Civilians, espe-
cially children; have a way of getting
caught up. in wars and being victims
of wars, wars that there are often no
real reasons for."

Western Piedmont's Speakers Fo-
rum continues today with films, "El
Salvador: What's At Stake" and

"MacMichaels On Nicaragua" at
12:30 p.m. and State Department rep-;
resentative, Adis Vela, speaking on;

foreign policy in Central America at:
7:30 p.m. in Moore Auditorium.

Wednesday, Appalacian State Unit-
versity professor, historian Dr. Allen,
Wells will speak at 12:30 and 7:30 p.m,

Friday, Speakers Forum will wra|
up at 12:30 p.m. in Moore Auditorium
with a panel discussion led by Pre4
byterian ministers who have lived ii)
Central America and who now work a£
Jubilee House in Statesville, a sheltef
which has housed, at times, Centr4
American
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Adis Vila speaks to WPCC forum.
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Former refugee now U.S. spokesman
By JOHN McCURRY
News Herald Staff Writer

Adjs Vila, has come a long way since she first
arrived in Miami as a Cuban refugee in 1962.

The future did not appear particularly bright for
the eight-and-half-year old and her mother with no
money, no job and a language barrier to over-
come. .;

However, Ms. Vila's humble beginnings in the
U.S. provided her with a strong motivation to
succeed. These days, she travels across the world
as part of her job as special assistant to Elliot
Abrams, the assistant U.S. Secretary of State for
Inter-American affairs.

The 32-year-old Ms. Vila, who was in Morganton
Tuesday as part of Western Piedmont Community
College's speakers forum on Central America,
said her early experiences with the Castro govern-
ment led her to choose a diplomatic career.

She painfully recalls watching her father cry as
he watched a Cuban soldier seize and dismember
her favorite doll as she and her mother boarded a
ship, to the U.S. 23 years ago.

"My-, father had supported Castro, but .became
disenchanted with him and his policies," remem-
bered Ms. Vila. "He was able to get a visa from
me and my mother, but he had to stay behind. In
1966, he was able to leave Cuba with the help of the
U.S. government."

The naturalized U.S. citizen has spent consider-
able time in Central America during the.past three
years. From her experience as both a refugee and
a diplomat, she has developed an interesting
concept of freedom.
^"1 believe you have to have had freedom, have it

ii away from you and have it again to really

appreciate freedom," Ms. Vila said. "Many peo-
ple in Central American have never had it, so it
was never talcen away from them so they don't
know what it is like."

American policy to assist the development of
Central American countries is a four-pronged
attack, said Ms. Vila.

The effort involves helping governments be-
come more representative of their people, fighting
poverty which is considered to be the prime cause
of revolution, diplomacy and assuring the national
security of the countries.

"If poverty continues, the people in these coun-
tries are going to turn away from democratic
systems," said Ms. Vila. "We have military exer-
cises with countries'so we will know the capabili-
ties of the people we're working with. We train
them not just with military equipment, but also in
the area of human rights."

Also part of the effort, says Ms. Vila, is last
year's enactment of the Caribbean Basin Initia-
tive. The CBI is a 12-year program to encourage
and develop trade between countries in the basin
and the U.S.

She says the program has been particularly
helpful in Haiti where the McGregor Co., a maker
of sporting goods, has expanded its plant and
provided desparately needed jobs for a job-poor
country. : - • -

"We encourage countries to expand the number,
of goods they trade so .they will become less
dependent on one commodity such as coffee. But,
because of the political climate in some of these
countries, it's hard to pursuade businesses to
locate there."

The communist influence in Central America,
especially Nicaragua, is far greater than most

Americans realize, the diplomat said, The Soviet
Union, Bulgaria, East Germany, Vietnam, the
PLO, North Korea and Iran are all providing
weapons and advisors, she said.

"The U.S. offered Nicaragua the Peace Corps to
serve as teachers and advisors, but it was turned
down because the Sandanistas considered them
propagandists. However, teachers from Cuba and
Bulgaria were allowed in."

Nicaragua holds more than 4,000 political pris-
oners in its jails and most have been held, far
beyond their original sentences, Ms. Vila said.
Last week, the few remaining civil liberties in the
country were prohibited and the country is how
"in a state of siege," she said.

While noting that she obviously agrees with tJ.S.
policy in Central America, Ms. Vila believes this
country's policies are sometimes unfairly crit-
icized.

"It|s a real shame when the intentions of^the
U.S. government are slandered and not given the
benefit of the doubt." (.,.,.. ,

Ms. Vila, who grew up in Miami and graduated
from the University of Floridaprior to receiving &
masters degree in international law fromjf the
Graduate Institute of International Studies in
Geneva, Switzerland, spends much of her time
explaining the administration's policies to various
groups, both in the U.S. and in Central America.

"It's often difficult talking to peasants in these
countries about electing a government," Ms. Vila
said in an interview prior to her speech. "I asked
peasants in El Salvador why they were voting in
elections there. The majority said they: want
things to get better. This is an incredible responsi-
bility for our government. I'd like to say we have a
commitment to make it work."
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In Nicaragua

U.S. actions criticized
By LEE BUCHANAN
News Herald Staff Writer

American military forces probably
won't invade Marxist-ruled Nicara-
gua, an expert on Latin American
affairs said Wednesday, because the
Reagan administration's avowed pol-
icy to topple the revolutionary govern-
ment is working so well.

Appalachian State University his-
tory prof essor and author-Allen Wells
spoke at Western Piedmont Commu-
nity College as part of the week-long
forum, "Crisis in Central America."

Wells provided listeners with a his-
torical perspective of Nicaragua,

from being an unwilling American
protectorate to the present regime so
paranoid it prepares each day for an
American invasion.

Wells cited a line from the Sanda-
nista national anthem which states
that "Yankee imperialism is the
enemy of mankind."

"That's a pretty rowdy statement,"
he admitted, but the Sandanista's
paranoia must be viewed in its proper
historical context.

In the early 20th-century, when the
U.S. first began flexing its global
economic and military muscles,

•Ar Please turn to page 8A

"**5;ar__

Wells: U.S. aggravated troubles
\+ From page one
i American "marines literally occu-
pied the country," Wells said. The
| occupation from 1912 to 1933 set the
|tone for U.S.-Nicaraguan relations
land the suspicion with which today's
".Sandanistas view America.
J "(U.S.-Nicararguan relations) is
5 like two people very carefully talking,
'but they can't hear each other' be-
Icause they are on different wave
Uengths," Wells said.
* Wells cited the devastating earth-
Iquake in 1972 that virtually destroyed
IManagua, the capital city, as the
^breaking point for Nicaragua's op-
Ipressed. When the U.S.-backed dicta-
ior Simoza, who "owned almost
^everything that meant something to
,the country economically," pocketed
international relief funds targeted for
Earthquake victims, the left-wing
Sandanistas became the vehicle for a
Jsuccessful revolution.
t Jt was the U.S. support of the cor-
J-upt Simoza regime, Wells said, that
Jcaused Nicaraguans to view "the U.S.
Jas part of the problem rather than the
Solution."
* It is unquestionable, said Wells, that
jjthe U.S., and particularly the Reagan
^administration, sees the Sandanistas
Jas a threat. The American-backed
pontras are currently .waging a
Bloody war in an effort to unseat the
JVlarxist government.
' The U.S. concern is obvious, said
iWells — what is unclear is why the
government considers Nicaragua so

dangerous.
The reason most often cited is a

desire to prevent the Sandanistas
from exporting revolution to their
Central American neighbors. But
Wells argued the Sandanistas "are
pretty-well hemmed in with the Con-
tra war. (Nicaraguan) military poten-
tial is vastly overrated. They are too
involvedfin .staying alive. They may
be young and inexperienced, but they
are not stupid.

"They are not spreading revolution
— they are too busy protecting their
own."

To Wells, it is the desire of the
Sandanistas to operate outside the
realm of American influence that has
won the disfavor of the U.S.

"The Sandanistas represent a small
country trying to assert itself, to find
its own path on its own terms," Wells
said. "That has happened one other
time — Cuba." And, the U.S. has no
intention of allowing an encore perfor-
mance of the Cuban revolution of 1959,
he said.

Wells was quick to say the Sanda-
nistas are by no means perfect, point-
ing to the recent suspension of civil
rights, press censorship and "grossly
exaggerated" reports of human rights
violations.

"But they're trying to do it their
way, and that needles the U.S.," said
Wells.

The ongoing civil war against Con-
tra forces has ravaged the country of
2.7 million, Wells noted, with at least
10,000 war dead since 1982.

The Wells solution to this Central
American dilemma? A golden oppor-
tunity came in 19§3 when the Sanda-
nista government agreed te
participate in the Contadora peace
process which called for a resolution
to be hammered out among Central
American nations only.

The plan called for the removal of
all foreign interests — including"
American, Soviet and Cuban — from
the country before negotiations would
begin.

The Reagan administration re-
jected the plan, said Wells, and ad-
vised U.S. allies Guatamala and
Honduras to do likewise.

In doing so, Wells charged, the U.S.
"systematically worked to obstruct
the peace process" in Nicaragua.

Wells finds U.S. support of the Con-
traforces "repugnant," telling his au-
dience that America is "sanctioning
terrorism. We've killed indirectly 7,-
000 to 10,000 Nicaraguans in this war."

The crisis in Nicaragua and
throughout Central America is an
extremely complex issue, said Wells,
one that all U.S. citizens should strive
to understand.

"You don't just listen to Dan Rather
for 30 seconds (and hope to under-
staftf the situation)," said Wells.
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