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lState s Approval
;Gn en For 2- Year
Community College

The State Board of Education vesterday gave pre-
liminary approval to Burke County's application for a
mmpvshens){e community college.
The action. coming at the board's January meeting
in Raleigh. gives Burke the opportunity to obtain one
of five institutions which the State plans to authorize
this biennium to start a system of community colleges
authorized by the 1963 General Assembly.
Climaxing a county-wide movement begun early in
1982, the preliminary approval represents the go-ahead
signal for a special election in which Burke voters
will be asked to approve a bond issue for the county's
share of construction costs and authorize the county
to pay its part of maintenance expense nmounhnv to
15 per cent or less of an- — T
nual operating expendi-’
tures.
The Board of County Com-
missioners is expecled to meet
| immediately to set in motion
legal machinery for the neces-
| sary election.

Final approval by the State
. Board of Education will come
‘nnly after a favorable vote by

Burke becomes the follr!h
North Carolina county to

| given preliminary approval (or

a community college. Only two

10( them — Moore and Rocking-

iham counties — have held elec-

|| tions, and both approved.local

fi erwhelmin
Burke citizens, after which the ! v’::e“m%e b\mir? ‘("Yolumbug
college would be chartered, a | County (Whiteville), is yel to
local board of trustees appoint- || yo1d its election.
ed. a president elected and | pyrke's application was
architects “chosen to get con- widely supported throughout

| struction under way.

i the "county by municipal and

The State board's Deparl- | oouniy officials, business and
{ment of Community Colleges. | jnqusirial leaders, all three
of which Dr. I. E. Ready is di- | school boards, civic clubs,
ector nnnowi_delggmrl Chamber of Commerce and
| selecting Burke as the Togical | iher groups.

site for a community college to

tawba River valley. As a com- |
muting or drive-in college, it}
would be expected to draw its
largest enrollment from Burke,

\well and McDowell coun-
ties and smaller rumbers”from
other adjoining counties.

The board, meeting as a
community college committee
with John M. Reynolds of Ashe-
ville as its chairman, lpprov-
ed Burke's application during |
the morning session, and the
action was formally ratified
during a general session in the
afternoon. Dr. Dallas Herring
of Rose Hill is chairman of the
State Board of Education
which was given responsibility
for administering . the com- |
munity college system

A quick survey of reaction to
Tthe approval = announcement
showed general elation.

Dr. E. W. Phifer Jr., Mor-
ganton surgeon who is chair-
man of a county-wide steering
committee. said he was pleas-
ed that approval was received
without further delay.

“We hope the election can be
held as soon as possible.” he
said

Paul S. Cash, 1963 president
of the Chamber of Commerce,
hailed the State’s approval as
an opportunity for progressive
Burke County to obtain a col-
lege as one of the most import-
ant possible additions to its re-
sources. A community college,
with its diversified offering of |
academic, technical and voca- |
tional instruction, will make a
contribution to both the econo- !
mic and cultural life of the '
county that will grow in the '
years ahead.

At the same meeting, a
board authorized for Caldwell'
County an industrial education
center and technical institute,
“specializing in but not limited!
to courses for the furnitare 1o-|

try.”
See STAT'S page 3-A



THE NEWS-HERALD.
e e
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Caldwell had sought a com-
munity college and received the
first two of the three steps to-
ward a college.

The community college in-
cludes college parallel or acade-
mic work in addition to techni-
cal institute and industrial ed-
ucation center units,

John M. Reynolds of Asheville,
chairman of the community col-.
lege committee, noted that in
not approving a college for Cald-,
well, “we're not closing the door
to th~ establishment of a com-|
munity college in Caldwell
County. If the demand in this
county at a later time justifies,
a community colle ge can be
created."

Surry County, along with
Burke, was approved as meet-
ing’the requirements fer a .com-
munity college. This brings to
five the number of colleges ap-
proved — Moore, Rockingham,
Columbus, Burke and Surr Y.
|{Only Moore and Rockinham
,have held the necessary
elections.

Proposed as a site for a col-
lege is a 150-acre tract owned
(by the N. C. School for the
Deaf, with Interstate 40 form-
ing its southern boundary and
U.S. 64 on its west. Directors of
the School for the Deaf passed
2 resolution September 13
agreeing to sell the tract, no

longer needed since farming
operations were discontinued,
as the site for a community
college and for no other pur-
pose.
| In August, county commis-
| Sioners by unanimous vote en-
dorsed the community college
| movement and promised to call
|8 _speciat- election, after con-
Terring with the steerﬁf ‘com-
mittee, as soon as the State
gave preliminary ‘approval.

The State will pay 65 per
| cent of the cost of operating a
community college, tuition fees
of $120 per student annually
are expected to provide 20 per
cent, with the remaining 15 per
cent or less to be borne by the
county.,
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State officials estimate the
county's- share will be from
$35,000 to $50,000 annually. A
five-cent tax levy, it was felt,
would provide well over the
needed amount, and the full
levy would probably not be re-
‘quired_ until the college grew
far above ils initial size. How-

ever;- # s -proposed that the
five-cent rate be voted on to
insure provision for _future

“growth, although it would not
be needed in full now.

Construction of a college
plant is estimated to cosi ap-
| proximately $1 million. The |
original community college law
made the physical facilities a
local responsibility, but the
General Assembly later approv-
ed a contingency appropriation
of $2,500,000 to allow the State
to pay up to $500,000 each to-
Pvard the construction “costs- of|
the first few colleges, provided
there is a general fund surplus
at the end of this fiscal year as
is expected.

The proposal is that votcrs
approve a bond issue up to $1
“million, although it's likely that
only about half of that amount
{will actually be needed from
the county. If a lesser amount
were approved, if an unexpect-
ed development would leave no
general fund surplus for the
| State at the end of this fiscal
year, or if bids should run
, slightly above forecasts, it
would be necessary to return to
| vaters in a second election to
ask for a supplementary bond
authorization.

Dr. Phifer said ‘the steering
committee had been especial-
ly- impressed with the enthusi-
astic support and encourage-
ment received from school su-
perintendents, principals and
teachers throughout the county
J?}'Ad even in nenghboring coun-
| ties.

One reason, he' said, is that |
they know the large number of |
able students now unable to go
to college because of cost -but
who would be able to drive
daily to a community college
where the annual tuition is
only $120 and total payments,
including laboratory and other
fees should be under $200.

They are aware also that a

community collgge will be able
1o offer mmgmg‘mvm*
body* For the studénts who
may want to go to another col-
lege or university for the final
two years of study, there is the
two - year college parallel
course of a quality comparable
to the better state-supported |

ges. ty
colleges will be accredited, cre-
dits will be acceptable on
transfer by other institutions. A

student in the academic de-
‘partmenlt will receive an as-

ficate, like
(the best junior colleges in the
courtry. |
7" second division offers a
two- year course in the tech-
nologies, offering an associate
in applied science certificate.
This is comparable to two-year
technical institutes being ‘ope-
rated o the State.
A one-year vocation or.trade
ent—will offer- specializ--
ed instruction like that avail-
“able im present industrial edu-
cation centers.
| Adult classes and short
| courses, tailored to meet the
| special meeds of the area, will
round out the comprehensive
community college offerings.




