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Community College Called A Vital Need

" By IRVING E. CARLYLE,
Chairman
N. C. Commistron
Education Beyond High School
(Editor’s Note: This is a
substantial part of an address
delivered before a Burke
County audience last night by
Mr. Carlyle, prominent Wins-
ton-Salem attorney and dis-
tinguished Tar Heel citizen.
Because he was the head of
a commission which recom-
mended the establishment of
—a-State-system of

"We recommend that the
State develop one system of
c two-year post-high
school institutions " offering
college parallel, technical-
vocational - terminal and
adult education instruction
taflored to area needs; and
that  the comprehensive
community colleges so creat-
ed be subject to state-level-

sive community callegrel. he
is a recognized authority on
the subject. Burke County
citizens who have thé oppor-
tunity to vete for a communi-
ty college Saturday will find
his remarks of special in-
terest).

Whether deserved or not,
you have paid me a distinct
compliment by inviting me to
speak here a second time
within two years on the same
general subject — “A Com-
munity College for Burke
County — A Vital Need.” On
the evening of August 24,
1962, under the sponsorship of
the Morganton Kiwanis Club,
1 spoke in Morganton on “‘The
Need for a Comprehensive
Community College System in
_North Carolina,” with parti-
ccular- reference to Burke-
, County.

Since that time, much has
happened and considerable
water has gone over the dam,
both here and throughout the
State, to give to this talk a
new meaning and a more
specific purpose. We are now
in a new context as regards
community colleges. Burke
County is now upon the
threshhold of decisive action
for or against a Community
College.

In the first place, on Sep-
tember 1, 1962, the Gover-
nor's Commission on Educa-
tion Beyond the High School
filed its report with Governor
Sanford, the most education-
minded governor we ever
had, containing 61 separate
and significant recommenda-
tions. 1 thought then and still
do that the most important
and far-reaching of those
recommendations dealt with
the establishment in the

state of a system of compre-
hensive community colleges.
The chief recommendations
on this subject were as fol-
lows:

ur~rvision by one azencv.

“We recommend that the
board of trusteees of each
comprehensive community
college consist of twelve
members: four appointed
by the Governor, four by
the board of county com-
missioners of the county of
location of the college, and
four by the board of educa-
tion of the county of loca-
tion. all to serve six-year
terms.

“We recommend that the
trustees be chosen for their
interest in and ability to as-

important piece of education-
al legislation in State
smee cne adays of Charles
Brantley Aycock. It enacted
into law practically all of the
recommendations made by
the Governor's Commission,
and this legislation gave the
green light to the estabiish-
ment of community colleges
in accordance with approved
standards. As a result, Wilkes
County, Surry County, Rock-
ingham  County, Columbus

son County, and, above all, in
the estimation of all of us
gathered here, Burke County,
are on their way toward-the
foundation of a community
college. The opening of each
college will be historic.

In the third place, the popu-
lation explosion and the in-
crease in the number of stu-
dents of college age continue
to grow at a rapid pace. ‘A;ge

b A o

sist in the of
the entire educational pro-
gram of the college. That
the administrative head of
the institution be responsi-
ble only to the board of
trustees of his institution
and to the State Board of
Education.

“'We recommend:

_“(1) That a minimum of
fifteen comprehensive com-
munity colleges be estab-
lished” as soon as possible
in top priority areas of the
state and that legislative
action be taken by the 1963
General Assembly to per-
mit as many of these insti-
tutions as possible to open
their doors to students by
the fall of 1965.”

The second important event
occurred on May 10, 1963,
whem-by an overwhelming
vote in both branches — al-
most a unanimous vote — the
General Assembly passed the
bill entitled “An Act to Pro-
mote and Encourage Educa-
tion Beyond the High School
in North Carolina."” With con-
siderable reason that Act has
been described as the most

P
work of the Governor’s -Com-
mission and has necessitated
the expansion of the state’s
colleges is the tidal wave of
students.-now about to gnguy
all the colleges and universi-
ties of America.

For instance, over four mil-
lion degree - credit students
are enrolled this year in
American colleges and uni-
versities. It is estimated that
this figure will double by
1975, which means that the
enrollment will then be up-
wards of 8,500,000

Moreover, the deluge of stu-
dents is already upon us. By
1970 — just six years off —
colleges and universities will
have to make room for seven
million students, almost .90
per cent more than they en-
roll now. Even more serious
is the fact that half of the new
applicants to college will pile
up in-the next two years. The
wave of 194647 births will
swamp the colleges next Sep-
tember.

North Carolina will not be
spared this problem despite
the college expansion pro-
gram upon which we are now
embarked. On February 24 of
this year, President William
Friday of the Consolidated
University of North Carolina
told his Board of Trustees
that the number of applica-
tions for admission this fall
‘at the University of North
Carolina is up 25 per cent
over last year: up 18 per cent
at North Carolina State; and
that the number of applica-
tions at the Chapel Hill unit
already rereived is 10.249.and
between five to six thousand
more are expected, but there
will be space for only four
thousand. N

According to Dr. Horace
Hamilton of State College, by
1970 — only six years away
—from 109,200 to 125,700 peo-
ple will be se~king entry into
the public and private col-
leges and universities of
North Carolina, an increase
of 46 to 67 per cent over the
enrollments of 1961. In the
face of these increases, if ad-
ditional arrangements are not
made, 35,000 to 50,000 young
people will be denied an op-
portunitv for a co'2ge educa-
tion in this State. That kind of
waste and failure must not be
permitted.

It has been shawn that the
projections made by Dr.
Hamilton are remarkably ac-
curatg. In 1960 the number of
students enroll~d in the-public
and private colleges stood at
67.600, and in 1961 he predict-
ed the enrollment of 75,000
would grow to at least 100,000
students by 1966. In the pro-
cess, he predicted that the
maximum enrollment in 1962
would be 80,479, whereas the
actual enrollment turned out
to be 80,804.

Beyond any doubt, the
young men and women of our
State, now increasing by
leaps and bounds, are its
most valuable asset provided
—and this is a great and so-
lemn provision—they are. pro-
perly educated. Not so many
decades ago all that a man or
woman needed for success
was native intelligence and a
willingness to work. A farmal
education was not considered
abeolutely necessary.



But in the space age in
which we now live, that atti-
tude has completely changed
and it is now considered that
real success and a full life and
even national survival are im-
possible without as much
mental training as can be had
by the average citizen. Today,
and it will become increasing-
ly so in the future, the capa-
city of a person and what he
can earn will be governed by
how much education he has
had. Ignorance and illiteracy
are the greatest curse that
can befall an individual, com-
munity or nation. There is no
neglect so serious as failing to
get an education. In lhe fu-
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The fourth memorable
event in the community col-
lege program in this State
was the presentation on No-
vember 1, 1963, of the pre-
liminary survey of a com-
munity college for Burke
County. I have read the re-
port, and I found
thorough, impressive a
vincing. The Ppotential is here,
the need for the college is
clearly established, and the
leadership of the area is be-
hind the project. This surve IZ
shows; I think, that -the “citi
zens of Burke County can ac-
ce| its recommendations
with confidence and act nn
them with firm reliance.

ture,.

college in Bnrka

and ill-trained will be doomed
to a poor existence. Neither
::ey nor the state can afford
this,

These facts are well known
by the public and the educa-
tional program, public and
prlvnu, is being stepped up to

problem. North
Clrolinl is not alome in this
effort. The fifty state legisla-
tures of the United States ap-
propriated more than two
million dollars of tax money
for the operation of public
colleges and universities in
1962-64. This figure is snme
$425,000,000 more
nppropnated in 1961-62, l 1.6
per cent increase over the
two-year period. In North

Carolina the appropriation -

was $46,000,000, and increase
over the preceding biennium
ot the lar;

-of 31 per cent, not.

but well toward the top.

After all is said and dope,
the surest gauge of the in-

terest of the people in educa-
tion is their willingness to be
taxed for its support. The tax-
es they pay for education
izeak louder than anything
else. I am sure that the dyna-
mic and progressive county
of Burke, with all of its tradi-
tions and capabilities,
meet that test. Certainly
there is no tack of edncnnonll
vision in this great county.

County is not a half - baked
idea or a pipe dream because
its feasibility has been fully
explored and carefully docu-
mented by the leaders of this
community, who TvVe
thanks and backing of the
citizens. In short, a com-
munity college for Burke
County is a practical neces-
sity. For the people of Burke
County to stop or to turn back
or to defeat establishment
of a community college in
Burke County at this point
would be a tragic mistake. T
am sure that this will not
happen. *

The fifth important develop-
ment in the community col-
lege program is the bond elec-
tion to be held in Burke Coun-
ty ofi March 21.

Without local ﬂn;;nd:lou sup-
port, a communi lege

-exist.That.

‘cannot- g .
it is and the way it should be.
The. mmmumn! and loyalty
of the people to the co) ege
will be strengthened by the
financial stake in its opera-
tions. The value of public edu-
cation increases with the
growth of the dollars invuud
in its ongoing. The

money reasonably lnvuted in
education, the better the pro-
duct, because “where a man’s
g:f_xure is there will his heart

it to be

T And finally, a

The survey to which I have

eferred shows that Burke
Cmty has the pective

students and the ﬁnnncill re-
sources lor a college, there-
fore, it is clear that the coun-
ty can afford a college. In
fact, it cannot afford not to
have one. The larger the vote
for the bonds thzu::mnm the
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These four facters have- giv="
en to North Carolina a quality
all of its own. Every public
office, from Constable to Gov-
ernor, is so highly regarded
that habitually and with rare
exceptions, only men and
women of character and abi-
lity are appointed or elected
to fill them. Demagoguery is

—not. i or_tolerated in

ment and '.he operation of the
college will be. The students,
faculty, administration- and
l]nmni of a collnr: llwnya do
dn otphcr ; tlpo" s

e. negative ap-
pruch to education is self-de-
feating. . Morale is always
built by a :hw ?L confidence.

the elec.

our State. The people are so
influenced by their public ser-
vants that they select them
with care. Groups organized
to take the law into their own
hands or to resist the enforce-
ment of law are not favored
here. They are personan on
grata. And our fine system of
and our industrial

Hnnonlhrchnhaufemd
death matter for the Burke
County community college,
and the larger the vote for the
bonds the more insurance will
be gained for a bright future

“for the college. Also. the rest

of the State will take mnote
that Burke County is on its
way up the ladder of progress
n;nbct!arlifefnr all its peo-
ple.

y
and agricultural progress are
the envy of our neighbors.

But most of all, and iu the
truest sense, our State owes
wits high position among he
sisterhood of states to the
light of education. May the
Burke County community col-
lege soon take its place in
this bright array and help
light the way to a better fu-
ture for North Ca:olina.

college in Burke County is in
keeping with the State's best
traditions and will help the
State to shape its destiny up-
ward.

In a complimentary way it
has been said that Nofth
Carolina is unique and is dif-
ferent from the other states,
even from thase in this re-
gion. If our State is distinc-
tive and different from its sis-
ter states, and I think it is, to
its~ credit, “then this noncon-
formity is due primarily to
four factors:

(1) The respect of its peo-
ple for public office:

(2) The respect of its peo-
ple for law and order:

(3) The respect of its peo-
ple for progress:

(4) The respect of its peo-
ple for education.

Certainly the people of
North Carolina believe pas-
sionately in education, and
this devotion has existed

through many decades of the
State’s history. Our public and
private colleges and universi-
ties, our public school system,
our public libraries and en-

lightened newspapers have
the loyal support of the peo-
ple. These institutions are
their prlde nnl joy



