
Sitton-named Man of the Year
By Julie N. Chang
jchang@morganton,com

MORGANTON - With a pro-
fessional background including
23 years as a North Carolina
Superior Court judge and civic
duties dating back to 1977,
Claude Sitton is taking home
the trophy as the Rotary Club of
Morganton's 2010 Man of the
Year.

"I was shocked, surprised and
humbled when I realized that

my name would be added to the
,list of past recipients," Sitton
said.

"Morganton and Burke Coun-
ty has been mighty good to me,"
he said. "I have retired and I've
got time on my hands so I've
been anxious to pay back a little
bit to what's been done on my
behalf and I'm happy to do it."

Rotary President-elect Joan
Rovenstine said Sitton's civic
service and efforts to establish
the History Museum of Burke

SITTON

: Sitton is the executive
director of the History
Museum of Burke Coun-
ty, a trustee and current
trustee chair of Western
Piedmont Community
Qollege, .chair of the
hoard of trustees of First
Baptists Church Founda-
tion and a former mem-
ber of the Morganton Op-
timist Club and the board
of the Sen. Sam J. Ervin
Jr. Library. In 1985, the

, governor awarded Sitton
The Order of the Long-
beafPine, the state's hon-
o-f for exceptional service.
::Sitton graduated from

County have brought attention
to the need to preserve the his-
tory of this community.

Rovenstine said, "He's well
deserving. He's done a lot for
the community."

The "Man of the Year" exem-
plifies self above service, Roven-
stine said. A secret panel of pre-
vious men of the year review
nominations from the commu-
nity and select the next recipi-
ent.

Wake Forest School of
Law in 1963 and began
practicing law and even-
tually became a solicitor
in Burke County criminal
court in 1965-66.

From 1966 to 1969 Sit-
ton worked as a part-time
investigator for the N.C.
Board of Dental Examin-
ers, during which time he
became a partner at Part-
ner, Hatcher, Sitton, Pow-
ell and Settlemyer Law
Firm.

Sitton has been admit-
ted to practice before the
U.S. Supreme Court. He
has served as the attor-
ney for the town of Drex-
el and for Burke County.

From 1980 to 2003, Sit-
ton served as a N.C. Su-
perior Court judge. He
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Claude Sitton, executive director of The History Museum
of Burke County, is pictured with an exhibit at the museum
in this September 2010 photo.

was president of the Con-
ference of Superior Court
Judges of North Carolina
in 200i. Mter retiring in
2003, Sitton continued to
serve as an emergency
superior county judge.

Rotary will host the
Man of the Year Banquet
at 7 p.m. Feb. 11 in the
Morganton Community
House. Tickets are avail-
able to the public for $15
at Morganton First Bap-
tist Church, History Mu-
seum of Burke County,
Morganton Federal,
Bank of Granite, Grace
Ridge and from any Mor-
ganton Rotary member.
For further ticket infor-
mation, contact joanbc
ss@bellsouth.net or 439-
2326.
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