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College hosts variety
of events celebrating
Black History Month

In celebration of Black Histo-
ry Month, Western Piedmont
Community College will host
several events that recognize
local talent in art, storytelling
and music. These events are
hosted by the College's Global
Education Committee, which
educates students, employees
and the community on the
unique diversity of the region.

Throughout February, an art
exhibit by local artist Reather
Dula-Ervin will appear in the
Goodfellow Gallery.

Dula-Ervin just celebrated
her 82nd birthday and enjoys
pursuing the hobby of oil
painting on a daily basis. She
developed an interest in art at
an early age, but did not begin
painting until she was 33.

A reception will, be held from
3 to 6 p.m. Feb. 26 in the Good-
fellow Gallery, where Dula-
Ervin will be available to dis-
cuss her painting techniques
and inspiration gathered over
the last 40 years.

Meltonia Loretta Young will
offer a special presentation at
11 a.m. Feb. 24 in Leviton Au-
ditorium followed by a recep-
tion. Young combines the beau-
ty of art and traditional story-
telling to weave the mystery
and history of the Under-
ground Railroad centered on
the myth and significance of
quilts in this part of African-
American history.

The presentation is part art
exhibition, part history and
part decoding of the secrets be-
hind the quilt patches synony-
mous with the Underground
Railroad travelers.

Areas examined will include

why slaves sought out the Un-
derground Railroad, the con-
tributions of the Quakers and
a look at some heroic individu-
als who faced capture and
death to help others obtain
freedom.

Young represents the N.C.
Humanities Council Roads
Scholars Program.

The final event in celebra-
tion of Black History Month is
an artist expo at 11 a.m. Feb.
25 in Leviton Auditorium.

Artists featured include Di-
ana Banner, storyteller and
Western Piedmont Communi-
ty College students, vocalist
Nikki Evans and violinists
La'Meshia and Robert Whit-
tington.

Banner has been a profes-
sional storyteller since 1980
and shares stories of her child-
hood during the Civil Rights
movement and tales told by
her great-grandmother who
was born a slave.

Banner made her national
debut at the National Story-
telling Convention* in Jones-
boro, Tenn. in 1981. She is a
long-term member of the Na-
tional Association for Perpetu-
ation and Preservation of Sto-
rytelling.

All events are free and open
to the public.

The Goodfellow Gallery is lo-
cated in the Phifer Learning
Resources Center on the cam-
pus of Western Piedmont Com-
munity College.

Contact Maureen Dougher
at 448-3109 and
mdougher@wpcc.edu or Leslie
McKesson at 448-3155 and 1m-
ckesson@wpcc.edu.


