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Conference
center still
unfinished
Commissioners discuss

options of what to do next
By Sharon McBrayer
smcbrayer@morganton.com

MORGANTON — Burke County com-
missioners are trying to figure out how
to make use of a conference center it in-
cluded in the Foothills Higher Educa-
tion Center.

Commissioners held a work session
on the conference center Tuesday night
to discuss how to make it usable.

The conference center still needs ta-
bles, chairs and audio/video equipment.
That would take about $200,000, ac-
cording to figures from the county.

The county can apply for a grant with
a maximum of $100,000 but it would
have to match the grant dollar for dollar.

County Manager Ron Lewis said there's
no way to apply for the grant because the
county can't come up with the match.

Commissioner Wayne Abele dis-
agreed, saying, "To let it sit there is
crazy. It's the taxpayers' money."
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Student chosen for conference
Debbie Balljentine, a

student at Western Pied-
mont Community College,
was selected to serve as an
interpreting student rep-
resentative at the North
Carolina Registry of In-
terpreters for the Deaf
2009 Conference.

Ballentine is majoring interpret-
in interpreting education ing educa-
at WPCC and plans to tion pro-
graduate in May. She al- gram, con-
so serves as the student tact
representative on the lo- Danette
cal Foothills NCRID Steelman-
Board. Bridges at

For information on the 448-6028. Ballentine

CENTER
FROM PAGE A1

But the bigger issue for
getting the conference
center up and running is
getting someone to mar-
ket it and oversee it.

Lewis said Blue Ridge
HealthCare has said it
would oversee it but does-
n't want total control of
the center. That would
mean county officials
wouldn't have to staff the
center or worry about

marketing it.
However, when the con-

ference center was built
there was a verbal agree-
ment with caterers in the
county that they would be
able to use the center,
Lewis said.

Commissioner Vice
Chair Ruth Ann Suttle
said she- doesn't agree
with turning over some-
thing built by taxpayer
money to a private corpo-
ration to make money
from it.

Suttle said the county
doesn't need to spend the

$100,000 grantmatch on the
conference center until it fig-
ures out the lack of parking
issue, who will manage it
and who will clean it.

"I just think we're get-
ting the cart before the
horse," Suttle said.

Abele suggested hiring
someone with experience
in coordinating events to
manage the center.

While commissioners
didn't solve the issues on
Tuesday night, they formed
a sub-committee to come up
with solutions and make
the center viable.
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