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Campus
goes
tobacco
free

BY JULIE N.CHANG
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MORGANTON — Breathe a
little easier Saturday at
Western Piedmont Commu-
nity College as the campus
goes tobacco free. The poli-
cy applies to administra-
tors, students, faculty, staff,
visitors, vendors and con-
tractors.

Vice President for Stu-
dent Development Emily
Williamson said the
school's Board of Trustees
approved the policy in Janu-
ary but left a grace period
for implementing the policy.

President of the College
Dr. Jim Burnett said, "West-
ern Piedmont Community
College has a responsibility
to its students and employ-
ees to provide a safe and
healthy environment." ,

The North Carolina
Health and Wellness Trust
Fund Commission funds 15
campuses, including
WPCC, as part of its 100 per-
cent Tobacco Free College
Initiative. Grants from the
project help N.C. campuses
adopt and implement com-
prehensive, campus-wide
tobacco use policies.

There are 31 colleges and
universities in the state
with comprehensive tobac-
co use policies.

Williamson said the col-
lege has spent the past
months educating the cam-
pus about the policy, offer-
ing smoking cessation
workshops and distributing
resources for assistance
with quitting.

Student Wellness Coordi-
nator J.E. McFadden said
the cessation workshops
were offered at least once a
semester and the work-
shops will continue to be of-
fered in the next year.

McFadden said no one has
participated in the work-
shops as of yet.

The cessation workshops
are a program of the Amer-
ican Lung Association that
is offered through the Burke
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County Health Department.
Previously, the campus of-

fered gazebos designated as

smoking areas on both the
main and Richardson cam-
pus, Williamson said.

Some gazebos will be moved
to provide shelter for students
in other parts of the campus
including the sustainable
agriculture farm, Williamson
said.

The cigarette butt recepta-
cles will be placed in the park-
ing lots for first-time visitors
to the campus to dispose of
their butts, Williamson said.

The implementation of the
policy comes the day after
classes end for the summer.
Courses will resume Aug. 24.


