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WPCC TRAINING CENTER
TURNS UP THE HEAT!

MORGANTON, NC — In De-
cember, the Emergency
Services Training Center
at Western Piedmont Com-
munity College held its
first set of training sessions
for fire and rescue person-
nel. Firefighters represent-
ing several surrounding
counties participated in
two separate classes aimed
at fighting fires.

The Live Burn session
using the Swede Flash-
over Simulator to teach
firefighters safe and effec-
tive techniques' to prevent
flashovers from happening
during a fire. A fiashoyer
occurs when everything in
a room from floor to ceil-
ing is heated to ignition
temperature.

Flashovers occur in sec-
onds and are the leading
cause of firefighter deaths.
This training teaches fire-
fighters the warning signs
that lead up to a flash-
over. Students are seated
in an area below fire level,
which provides a safe view
of fire progression. While
temperatures in the upper
levels of the burn chamber
are near 2000 degrees, stu-
dents seated in the lower
level observation chamber
are protected from extreme
heat by distance and pro-
tective clothing. However
the students still endure
temperatures near 200 de-
grees.

The center also recently
hosted an Instructor Quali-
fication course in Lique-
fied Petroleum Gas for
the NC Office of the State
Fire Marshall. Students
are taught the properties

WPCC Emergency Services Fire & Rescue Instructors partici-
pate in a propane burn as the flames fill the night sky.

of liquefied petroleum gas,
theories of compressed gas
behaviors and fire fighting
strategies using various
types of training equip-
ment. Firefighters from
several surrounding coun-
ties volunteered their time
to assist with this highly
flammable training exer-
cise.

The Emergency Services
Training Center will pro-
vide basic, intermediate
and advanced training for
fire, rescue, emergency
medical services, and law
enforcement personnel.
The. site includes a resi-
dential burn building and
hazardous materials props,
a control tower, a driving
pad, and a road course.

Dr. Jim Burnett, Presi-
dent of Western Piedmont

Community College, stat-
ed "the center will pro-
vide emergency services,
personnel an accessible,
state of the art, hands-on
training site to meet the de-
mands of their respective
areas of service to protect
our community."

The Center represents a
partnership between the-
College, Burke County,
Catawba County, the Cit-
ies of Morganton and
Hickory, Burke Economic
Development Council, and
the United States Depart-
ment of Justice. The proj-
ect will be constructed in
three phases over the next
several years as funds be-
come available. Phase 1
construction will be com-
plete this spring. ,


