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Sam Ervin expert
speaks at WPCC

BY AMANDA HODGE
WPCCSTUDENT

Karl Campbell, Associate
Professor of History at Ap-
palachian State University
and author of Senator Sam
Ervin, Last of the Founding
Fathers, discussed conflict-
ing views of Senator Ervin
during his presentation "Sen-
ator Sam and the Myth of
Morganton," held at Western
Piedmont Community. Col-
lege on March 11 ;..

Since the Watergate scan-
dal of almost 40 years ago, the^
figure of Senator Sam jigs'
been emblazoned in..;tfte_
minds of Americans. Many-
remember him as the jovial
old Southern gentleman,
livening up the grim Water-
gate hearings with jokes and
quotes on everything from
Plato to the Bible. Others re-
member his opposition to civ-
il rights legislation.

Campbell conducted much
of the research for his book at
the Senator Sam J. Ervin Li-
brary and Museum at WPCC.
He returned to the campus on
March 11 to speak about his
conviction that Sam Ervin's
belief in a picturesque Mor-
ganton shaped his life and
thus his political career.

According to' Campbell,
born into an affluent white
family, Ervin formed a
skewed view of reality in his
hometown. Senator Sam
would cherish the idea of
Morganton as a sleepy South-
ern town, where all citizens
were content with their
"place" in society. Viewing,
the world through these rose-
colored glasses' may have
blinded Senator Ervin to the
sad realities of social in-
equality and unhappiness in
his beloved Morganton.

During Ervin's lifetime,
Morganton was in fact a place
of turbulent change. Indus-
try brought more jobs and
thus more people to the previ-

'ously small town. Burke
County's population bur-
geoned from just 3,000 people

.'to 6,000 during the 1920's. Ser-
vices such as plumbing and
paved roads expanded, but
not everyone enjoyed these
particular fruits of change.
The sewer system would not
reach areas of the city inhab-
ited primarily by minorities
for another 30 years. In
Campbell's words, African
Americans "voted with their
feet," leaving the city in huge
numbers."'

With the influx of new
workers came many new res-
idents, who did not hold the
traditional values dear to
Sam Erijn and his peers. Dis-

* mayed by threats to the status
. quo, the leaders of Morgan-
ton enacted various laws and
public celebrations attempt-
ing to curb the erosion of
their way of life. Cars had to
cede the road to horses,
young people were not al-
lowed in pool halls and a Civ-
il War monument was erect-
ed.

The town fathers of Mor-
ganton saw it as their duty
not only to preserve tradi-
tion, but to protect the people
they governed. Campbell
says this patriarchal view ac-
counts for Ervin's stubborn
opposition to civil rights,
women's rights, and the min-
imum wage. On the other
hand, Ervin supported North
Carolina School for the Deaf
and more funds for local
black schools. His sincere be-
lief in the traditional values
of his culture guided his life
as a civil servant throughout
his career.

Campbell ended his presen-
tation by reminding us that
we all make myths to ration-
alize our own lives. In order
to eradicate these myths and
truly understand the world
we live in, Campbell urges
that we study state and na-
tional history ' .

"History is not just the
past," he declared, "It is the
present and future too."
Campbell advised citizens to
defend social studies curricu-
lum in schools.


