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Jonathan Grumpier admires early works from his mentor Raymond Goodfellow, Wednesday afternoon at
Western Piedmont Community College. The college is holding a dedication ceremony today for the
"Goodfellow Gallery." This month's exhibit highlights personal works from the former VP of WPCC.

Gallery a tribute to former art teacher
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MORGANTON — At first
glance, the late Raymond
Goodfellow's paintings
seem abstract. Bold fig-
ures and shapes run from
the canvas into the imagi-
nation.

A closer look reveals
grids of planning and dis-
tinct subjects, usually the
beaks of birds.

Nearly 20 canvases from
Goodfellow's personal col-
lection hang on the gallery
walls at Western Pied-
mont Community College.
That's where Goodfellow
retired as vice president of
academic affairs before
his death in 2006.

Today former pupils and
fellow co-workers gather
to unveil the Goodfellow
Gallery in a dedication
ceremony

"It is a testament to how

'Raymond brought
art to this school
and in a sense he
is still putting art

here..'
MARK POTEAT

FORMER STUDENT AND CO-
WORKER

much he accomplished,"
says Mark 'Poteat, a for-
mer student and coworker
of Goodfellow's. "Ray-
mond brought art to this
school and in a sense he is
still putting art here."

Goodfellow helped plan
and design the art gallery
at Western Piedmont. It
opened last December, but
has been without a name
since.

Poteat says there was on-

ly one logical choice: The
Goodfellow Gallery

"We wouldn't have an
art department if it
weren't for him," Poteat
says.

He remembers stories of
Goodfellow coming over
the mountains from Ten-
nessee in an old Volkswa-
gen with a pregnant wife
and a 200-pound Saint
Bernard, just to teach art
at Western Piedmont.

Jonathan Grumpier was
one of Goodfellow's stu-
dents. Grumpier now
works in digital effects
and animation technology
at the college.

"When I finally decided
what I wanted to do it was-
n't that I wanted to be an
artist as much as I wanted
to be like Raymond,"
Grumpier says.

He and Poteat say they
wouldn't be teaching if it
weren't for Goodfellow.

"I hope I am one half as
good a teacher as he was,"
Poteat says.

"Those are big shoes to
fill."

The Raymond Goodfel-
low collection will hang on
the gallery walls for the
next month.

Want to go,

What: Dedication Cer-
emony for the Good-
fellow Gallery

Where: In the library
of Western Piedmont
Community College

When: Today at 4:30
p.m.

Who: In honor of Ray-
mond Goodfellow, for-
mer art instructor
and vice president of
academic affairs at
the college.


