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'Granny made the dean's list'
BY TRACY FARNHAM

NEWSSMORGANTON.COM

Rosemary Dale worked in a
furniture plant for 18 years.

Then the .work ran out.
"It slaps you in the face

when you work all those
years and lose your job," she
says.

She adds that it was a job
she enjoyed.

Dale was hired as an in-
spector. She assembled ve-
neer parts at the plant.

"I stayed in the same de-
partment and got regular
raises," she says.

It was a pleasant environ-
ment for Dale, who worked
mostly with other women.

It also was one of the few
departments with air condi-
tioning, Dale says.

As work phased out of the
plant, and workers were let.
go, she lost her job.

Originally there were 17
workers in her department.
The number dwindled ,to
three at the end.

"They kept laying people
off," she says. "Actually, they
asked me to come back a cou-
ple of times as a temporary
worker.

Rosemary Dale works at her new job caring for flowers at Lowe's Home Improvement Dale drew unemployment
Warehouse's garden center. She will receive an associate's degree in horticulture in May from until August 2004, when
Western Piedmont Community College after losing her job of 18' years in manufacturing. someone at the employment
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'After I lost my job,
there were hardly any

jobs, so I decided with
encouragement I'd go

back to school.'
ROSEMARY DALE

LOCAL WORKER

security commission encour-
aged her to go back to school
for training.

"After I lost my job, there
were hardly any jobs, so I de-
cided with encouragement
I'd go back to school," Dale
says.

Anything outdoors inter-
ests Dale.

"I enjoy working with flow-
ers, it is a great hobby for
me," says Dale. "I decided to
take training and get into
something that would benefit
me."

She will graduate with hon-
ors in May with an associ-
ate's degree in horticulture
from Western Piedmont
Community College.

"I made the Dean's list each
time," Dale says.

"I have thoroughly enjoyed
the classes. It has made me
feel like I can do something. I
am 62 and I don't want to re-
tire yet."

Lowe's Home Improvement
Warehouse recently hired
Dale to work as a customer
service associate in the gar-
den center.

Her duties include answer-
ing customer questions and
taking care of the plants.

"I probably would've never
done this because I kept say-
ing 'I don't know if I could do
it,' but Dottie at the employ-
ment office'and my grand-
daughters encouraged me,-"
Dale says.

"When somebody brags on
you it helps. My granddaugh-
ter's say, 'Granny made the
Dean's list.'"


