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Premiere clay artist Court-
ney Long will debut her fine
crafted pottery collection dur-
ing an opening reception
from 5 p.m. to 7 p.m. Friday, at
the Burke Arts Council.

Long grew up in a farming
family in the rustic backdrop
of rural West Virginia.

Her father, a skilled artisan,
built their home and the
handcrafted furnishings in-
side it.

It was in this environment
that Long developed a pro-
found appreciation for nature
and her passion to create fine
crafted pottery

"While discovering
residues of previous man-
made assemblages such as old
fences and pottery shards, I
developed a link to the past
and need to create objects that
would withstand time beyond
my existence," Long says.

Long spent her undergradu-
ate career at West Virginia
University where she was in-
troduced to traditional and
standard wheel and commer-
cial pottery and basic firing
techniques.

While attending West Vir-
ginia University Long was
fortunate to have the opportu-
nity to study abroad in China
for two summers.

In China, Long was im-
mersed in an environment
that was rich in utilitarian
pottery

In the summer of 1999 Long
completed a course in clay at
the Penland School of Arts in
the Blue Ridge Mountains of
North Carolina.

She says, "It was a pivotal
point in my early clay career,
opening my eyes to a large
craft community while feed-
ing my artistic endeavors."
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Courtney Long grew up in a farming family in the rustic
backdrop of rural West Virginia. Her father, a skilled arti-
san, built their home and the handcrafted furnishings
inside it. It was in this environment that Long developed
a profound appreciation for nature and her passion to
create fine crafted pottery.

Afterward Long received
her master's degree in fine
arts from Syracuse Universi-
ty in New York.

Deeply impressed by her ex-
perience at Penland Universi-
ty Long returned to North
Carolina to reside and make
pottery

Currently Long is a pottery
instructor at Western Pied-
mont Community College.

She says, "As an instructor, I
give my students a strong ce-

ramic foundation in a nurtur-
ing environment. As a clay
artist and potter, I am con-
stantly looking at all forms of
craft and art to find inspira-
tion."

Long's pottery will be on ex-
hibit, in conjunction with the
abstracted animal masks of
Jeremy Caroway, at the Burke
Arts Council Jailhouse
Gallery throughout February.
The opening reception is 5
p.m. Friday.


