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Board OKs training center
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MORGANTON — Burke Coun-
ty Commissioners committed
$2.5 million to Western Pied-
mont Community College on
Tuesday for an Emergency Ser-

vices Training Complex.
The total cost of the complex,

scheduled for completion be-
fore the end of the year, is esti-
mated at $11.8 million.

Hickory and Catawba Coun-
ty recently expressed interest
in building a similar center in

Hickory. The city and county
received a $148,000 grant for a
complex, but have since backed
away from the idea.

Hickory and Catawba Coun-
ty are transferring that money
to Burke County for its training
complex, says Commission.

Chairman Wayne Abele. •»> - -,;

"There is no sense in build-
ing a complex here and a com-
plex there (in Hickory)," he
says. "That would be a waste of
money"
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Vice Chairman Jack Carroll
showed skepticism of the budg-
et for the complex. He pointed
out that in June, the estimated
final cost of the complex was
$8.8 million. Now it has in-
creased to $11.8 million. He
wanted to postpone the deci-
sion until commissioners •
could hold a workshop to dis-
cuss costs.

"It's not that I oppose this,"
Carroll says. "We just have to
sit down and figure this (budg-
et) out."
-'-' Commissioner Ruth Ann
Suttle countered, saying, "We
are not going to know any more
about this in a month. (If) we
keep waiting, it will just take
longer and cost more.

," We should give them the $2.5
million."

A rise in construction costs
and the addition of new con-
struction to the project's first
phase have contributed to the
increased cost, says Mike
Willis, coordinator of fire, res-

cue and EMS programs at
Western Piedmont.

The board voted 4-1 to fund
the complex. Carroll voted
against it.
,The first phase of the Emer-

gency Services Training Com-
plex calls for:

• Residential burn building
Cost: $250,700
• Compressed gas simula-

tions
Cost: $115,000
• Control/safety tower
Cost: $115,000
• Basic Law Enforcement

Training road training course
Cost: $158,000
• Soil testing ,
Cost: $8,000
• Site grading and paving,
Cost: $492,250
• Utility infrastructure
Cost: $139,074
• Site soils repair
Cost: $333,195
• Contingency (5 percent)
Cost: $80,561
• Architect/engineer fees

and construction documents
Cost: $77,486

• Architect/engineer fees,
bidding and construction ad-
ministration

Cost: $18,121
• Credit fbr preliminary de-

sign (documents already com-
pleted)

Credit: $8,000
Total: $1,779,387 (estimate)
• Basic Law Enforcement

Training driver training pad
Cost: $645,250
Total: $2,424,637 (estimate)
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