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WCC Employees Recognized During Ceremony
MORGANTON — Western

Piedmont Community Col-
lege began the 2006-07 aca-
demic year on Aug. 15 with
the annual Fall Orientation
Breakfast and Awards Cere-
mony held at Morganton
First Baptist Church.

Western Piedmont Com-
munity Foundation Presi-
dent Fred Whalen presented
the 2006 Outstanding Staff

Member Award to Darlene
Buff, curriculum division as-
sistant for natural sciences &
engineering.

Buff is a graduate of Free-
dom High School and earned
an associate in arts degree
from WPCC. Described by fel-
low employees as the embodi-
ment of "the spirit of West-
ern Piedmont Community
College," Buff serves on a
number of college commit-
tees, including the
faculty/staff council, social
committee and healthy
lifestyles committee.

In addition, Buff volun-
teers with ABC's for Kids, the
Historic Morganton Festival
and the Valdese Waldensian
Festival. Buff also served as a
Big Sister for.the past five
years.

WPCC also welcomed new
employees, who joined the
faculty and staff in the last
year. New employees include
Daniel R. Smith, dean of
learning resources; Danette
Steelman-Bridges, coordina-
tor, interpreter education
program; Virginia Rector,
computer technician; Sandra
Hoilman, assistant con-
troller; Kaili Lee, coordinator
of special populations;

Michael Willis, coordinator
of emergency programs;
Teresa Giese, nursing in-
structor; Beth Shore, nursing
instructor; Patricia Brittain,
secretary II -- Continuing
Education; Eddie McGimsey
Jr., director SBC/entrepre-
neurship development; Re-
becca Stragand, serials/com-
puter technician; and
Martha Gilbert, records/ad-
missions assistant.

Ingrid Morales, environ-
mental services aide, was rec-
ognized for earning her U.S.
citizenship. Other employees
received special recognition
for degrees they earned this
year, including Dori Barron,
bachelor of science degree
from Appalachian State Uni-
versity; Beth Peterson, bach-
elor of science from Gardner-
Webb University. Karen Cald-
well, Jim Coleman and Nan-
cy Norris, all received mas-
ter's degrees from Appalachi-
an State University.

Service Awards were pre-
sented to Danny Dixon, Kyle
Miller and Neal Bevans for 10
years service. Kathy Collins,
Susan Duckworth, Kathy
Scott, Sherry McCracken and
Debra Rose received service
awards for 20 years of serv-

Buff

ice; and Larry Garrison re-
ceived a service award for 25
years of service to WPCC.

Dr. Jim Burnett, president
of the college, reminded fac-
ulty and staff that the college
will focus on student learn-
ing this year.

The college will allocate its
resources and organize oper-
ations based on what will
best promote student learn-
ing so that students will suc-
ceed in accomplishing their
goals.


