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Hopes for
higher ed
rising

BY SHARON MCBRAYER
THE NEWS HERALD

MORGANTON — State law-
makers say a new higher ed-
ucation center being pro-
posed by the Foothills Higher
Education Task Force has
their support.

The Task Force hosted a
breakfast on Monday with
state and local leaders and in-
terested members of the
community to talk about the
first phase of a feasibility
study on the center being
conducted by Western Car-
olina University

The center, if it comes to
fruition, will be built on the
campus of Western Pied-
mont Community College
and will contract with state
universities to grant four-
year degrees in the health
and science fields.

"Well I'm certainly in sup-
port of it," said Sen. Jim
Jacumin. "We'll try to do
what we can in Raleigh to
support it."

Center
A new higher education

center is being propsed
by the Foothills Higher
Education Taste Force.

State lawmakers and
community leaders
agreed to a feasiblity
study to be conducted by
Western Carolina Univer-
sity.

The center would offer
four-year degrees in the
health and science fields.

Jacumin called the higher
education center a bright
spot in the county, saying he
sees it not only as a service to
the people in the county, but a
service to jobs needed in the
area. He said he will be work-
ing in Raleigh to find money
in the budget to help fund the
center.
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Paul Evans from Western
Carolina University talks to
interested leaders and mem-
bers of the Foothills Higher
Education Task Force.
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State Rep. Walt Church said
he is going to introduce a bill to
the Appropriations Committee
of the legislature to request be-
tween $5.3 million and $6.3 mil-
lion to help fund the center.

"I think it's a good proposal,"
Church said on Monday as he
was on his way to Raleigh.

But Church said he would
like to see Western Piedmont
Community 'College budget
some money for the center.

College officials say any
monies from the college toward
a center would come through a
special appropriation request.
The college also is planning to
conduct some private fund-rais-
ing to try to come up with funds
to meet a local match.

The first phase of the feasibil-
ity study introduced on Mon-
day said the area has a labor
force to meet needs in the sci-
ence and health fields, but it is
unskilled.

However, the study also found
many people in the area with a
high school diploma would like
to pursue a bachelor's degree.
There is the suggestion,
though, that health services
and new manufacturing ca-
reers are not yet visible on the
radar of prospective students.

But time is of the essence in
getting the center built, say
Blue Ridge HealthCare offi-
cials.

"We have a limited window of
opportunity, given the multi-
tude of pressures we face as a
healthcare system and as a

community," said Jerry Davis,
vice president of marketing
and public affairs at Blue Ridge
HealthCare.

Davis said there is a shortage
of trained health workers and
his organization needs radiolo-
gy techs, ultrasound sonogra-
phers, medical technologists,
physical therapists, radiation
techs, pharmacists, nuclear
medicine techs, nurses and ad-
ministrative professionals.

Davis said a center is not only
critical to the health of resi-
dents in the area, but is critical
for the economic health of the
region.
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