
News Herald January 26, 2005

ge approves
pavilion project

BY SHARON MCBRAYER
THE NEWS HERALD

M O R G A N T O N — Barring
technicalities and some red
tape, a joint project between
the county and the commu-
nity college to build a cov-
ered pavilion is ready to go.

The Western Piedmont
Community College board of
trustees' executive commit-
tee agreed to the details on
Monday. The Burke County
Board of Commissioners
passed the agreement on
Jan. 18.

"In order to see the proj-
ects through to reality, the
trustees encourage Burke
County to move expeditious-
ly in acquiring necessary fi-
nancing for the pavilion and
emergency services training
complex to accommodate
construction of both proj-
ects as soon as possible,"
said Juleigh Sitton, chair-
man of the college's Board of
Trustees, in a letter to the

In addition to a covered
pavilion, a proposed eco-
nomic stimulus package
also includes an industrial
park and emergency serv-
ices training facility.

county.
The County passed the

agreement last week with
stipulations on financing,
approval from the local gov-
ernment commission and
profits.

The college and the county
also want to form a commit-
tee of representatives from
the county, college and eco-
nomic partnership to over-
see the pavilion indefinitely.

The covered pavilion is
part of an economic incen-
tive package, which the
Burke Partnership for Eco-
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nomic Development pro-
posed. It includes an industri-
al park, emergency services
training facility and the mul-
ti-purpose covered pavilion.
Commissioners initially ap-
proved the package last May.

Cyndie Galloway, vice presi-
dent institutional advance-
ment for the college, said the
college will seek an exemp-
tion from the Umstead Act
during the state legislative
session. The exemption limits
the use of state facilities oper-
ating a business on state prop-
erty.

Paul Ijames, assistant coun-
ty manager, said if the college
gets the exemption and there
is no other red tape the college
has to go through, the county
will apply to the local govern-
ment commission for ap-
proval.

The college would then need
to submit a resolution asking
the county to borrow the mon-
ey for the project.

Ijames said he would then
start negotiating with finan-
cial institutions.

"Financing of this type, we
can have it done in 90 days,"
Ijames said.

Sitton said, "We're happy to
have it resolved and we're
ready to go."

Calloway said the college al-
so is ready eager to start on
the emergency training facili-
ty portion of the package.
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