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PresiMa time:

A commodity
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On Sept 21, Dr. Terry
Sullivan was the guest of hon-
or at Western Piedmont
Community College. He is the
second of three speakers at the
annual Fall Speakers Forum.

Sullivan is a professor of po-
litical science at the University
of North Carolina at Chapel
HilL He is originally from San,
Antonio, Texas. He has taught

| at UNC-Chapel Hill since 1987..
j He is also co-director, White
j House Transition Team and ed-
! itor, "Inside the White House."
i On Sept. 21, his topic was
I "Taking the President's Time:
1 Stuff You Don't Know About
! the Presidency"

Dr. Sullivan began by show-
;' ing two pictures of the current
! president, George W Bush.

"Heave them up here not on-
ly to make sure things are in fo-
cus for you but because they
capture two aspects of the pres-
idency" he said.

The first photo was Mr. Bush

behind him that said in bold
redletters, "tax relief"Dr.
Sullivan said this was showing
the clever Way modern presi-
dents could stack news photo-
graphs. By putting the message
behind the president, no mat-
ter what the caption read in the
Washington Post, the presi-
dent's message would always
show through. •

The second photo was Mr.
Bush doing absolutely nothing
political. He was simply talk-
ing with a newly crowned mid-
dleweight boxing champion.
These are some of the things
that take up the president's
time.*:

Sullivan went on to say he
was going to talk about the
presidency itself and what the
president does all day every
day The extraordinary chal-
lenges and often frustrating ex-
pectations of the few people
who for a short time inhabit,
what Dr. Sullivan calls the
"nerve center" of world histo-
ry

No one is ever prepared to be
president.

"Politicians and business
men bit by the, 'presidential
bug,' always assume that their
experiences have made them
ready to face the challenges of
the presidential kind," Sullivan
said.

He said they understand the

White House is differenttut
only to a certain degree.

White House operations have
distinctive scales that are hard
to imagine or appreciate. The
White House was once said to
be faster than a dot COM.
There are no vacations or
breaks. It is an everyday thing.
Whether it be Sunday through
Monday, Christmas, or Easter
there are no breaks in between.

The scheduling, process,
planning and management at
the White House are not the job
of the president. The presi-
dent's time is too valuable to
have him control all these as-
pects, so someone else does it
for him.

So what exactly does the
president do all day? He attends
meetings, makes recommenda-
tions, fills out forms on budg-
ets, writes speeches, tends to
natural disasters and don't for-
get pictures. He pops in on
meetings to give his input and
then quickly moves on to the
next task of the day

Sullivan then put up a sched-
ule of the president's day He
gets up around 5 a.m. every
morning and doesn't stop until
sometimes 10 p.m. He has a
short briefing every day
around 7 a.m. and then begins
his day

Because the president's time
is so valuable, the vice-presi-
dent only gets three minutes

with him in the'mdrning."His
own mother only gets three
minutes of his time. And if
that wasn't bad enough, his
own wife only gets two min-
utes.

Needless to say if you have a
meeting with the president you
do not go in his office without
being prepared. He doesn't
have time to sit and wait on
someone who is going to be late
or who needs to take a quick
phone call. And from the way
Sullivan spoke he isn't allowed
to stop and take the time even if
he strongly desired to.

So as everyone can see the
president hardly even has time
for himself or his family He
has to manage his time wisely
to insure that he does have
some personal time but at the
same rate insuring that our na-
tion is running properly and ef-
ficiently

For more information on this
topic, read "White House
World" or "The Nerve Center."

I found his lecture to be very
interesting and if given the op-
portunity would love to meet
with him again.

Thanks again to Dr. Sullivan
for taking time to speak to us at
Western Piedmont Community
College.
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