
Economic plan a go

John Branstrom, left, and Otto Woerner go over some last minute issues concerning the
three-tiered economic stimulus package before the Burke County Board of Commissioners
unanimously approved the package, pending agreements, on Tuesday. Rw>by smra>*Brayer._

Commissioners approve
plan, ask cities and
college officials to pitch in

By SHARON McBRAYER
The News Herald

MORGANTON — A three-tiered
plan to bring jobs and economic
recovery to Burke was passed unan-
imously by County Commissioners
on Tuesday.

The 5-0 vote came after some 90

minutes of tough questioning by the
Burke County Board of Commis-
sioners of creators and supporters of
the stimulus package.

But the board's approval is sub-
ject to agreements among county,
city and college officials as to how
the $5.8 million needed for an
industrial park, multi-purpose pavil-
ion and EMS training complex will
be paid. It will have to come before
the board again for final approval.

Before making the motion to
approve the package, Commissioner

Wayne Abele told the board, "Peo-
ple are looking to us for leadership,
with what we did at the lake, and we
need to continue that."

After the vote, Abele said the
Burke Partnership for Economic
Growth group had worked long
hours on the project proposal, and
he was pleased to have it passed.

"It's going to be huge (for Burke
County)," Abele said.

Representatives from emergency
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services, fire and college offi-
cials, as well as architects of
the plan, packed the meeting
hall on Tuesday in a show of
support for the projects.

John Branstrom, the Burke
Partnership chairman, and Bill
Allman, who helped craft the
plan, gave an overview of the
project to commissioners
before the questioning started.

Allman'told commissioners
that if towns and cities kicked
in 1 cent of their tax revenue
for the project, the county's
part of the debt each year
would be $284,000.

The county is being asked
to help fund the $5.8 million
package, according to the
plan, with:

• $3.3 million for an indus-
trial park

• $1.5 million for a multi-
purpose pavi l ion. There
would be no cost associated
with the purchase of land or
operating costs.

• $1 million for an emer-
gency services training center.
The total cost of the center is
estimated at about $3 million.

The industrial park did not
seem to be in question, but
Board Chairman Tom Johnson
had questions about the pavil-
ion and training facility to
ensure the county would not
continue to have additional
obligations for the projects for
years to come. In particular,
Johnson wanted assurances in
writing that the college would
not come back and ask for an

additional $2 million for the
training facility.

Jim Richardson, president
of the college, assured John-
son that the college would
seek grants to raise the addi-
tional monies needed for the
project.

"We will not be back to
this group to ask for the $2
million," Richardson said.

Johnson also asked who
would oversee the pavilion
and decide whether it is prof-
itable. Richardson said the
board of trustees of the col-
lege would, but Allman went
further, saying there could
also be an advisory board
made up, in large part, of
business leaders in the county
to oversee the project.

Commissioner Ruth Ann

Suttle asked who would be
responsible for maintenance
and security for the pavilion
and training facility. Richard-
son assured Suttle that col-
lege officials would not be
coming back asking the
county to pay for those ser-
vices.

More questions came from
commissioners about the
willingness of municipalities
to pay a portion of the debt.
Jeff Morse, Valdese town
manager, said Valdese offi-
cials committed a year ago to
put 1 cent of its tax revenue
to go toward an industrial
park.

"I have no problem with
money from Valdese going to
all three projects," Morse
told the board.

After more ques t ions ,
Johnson said the money to
pay for the project would
come out of the county's fund
balance.

Johnson warned those in
attendance that without the
agreements between the
county, college and towns,
there were no guarantees.

Although the final agree-
ments still have to be ironed
out, Allman was excited after
the vote.

"We're thrilled to death,"
Allman said. "It's another
indication of how a board can
move together."

Branstrom was happy, but
cautious, saying, "But there's
still a lot of work to do."
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