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lege tuition is the lowest in the
state that anyone can afford a
community college education,
but that's just not true."

Callaway said 85 percent of
WPCC's students require finan-
cial aid in order to attend the
college, but only about 50 per-
cent of the students receive fed-
eral financial aid from Pell
grants.

"That leaves a 35-percent gap
of students who demonstrate
need, but for one reason or an-
other would not be in atten-
dance if not for private scholar-
ships provided by the Western
Piedmont Foundation and oth--
er private dollars," Callaway
said.

The foundation also uses the
funds raised from the annual
drive to provide scholarships
for the Burke Collegiate Schol-
ars program, which assists 16
at-risk students from Burke
County Public Schools.

"We are trying to add to that
endowment so that we can dou-
ble the number of scholarships
that we award to rising sixth-
graders," Callaway said. "The
Burke Collegiate Scholarship
guarantees them a two-year ed-
ucation at Western Piedmont
and pays for tuition, fees and
books."

The drive kicked off on Nov. 4
and Callaway said that although
any donations dated prior to
Dec. 31 will be counted, the foun-
dation is hoping to cut off the
drive by the start of the college's
Christmas break.

"The directors have been
working very hard since the
drive kicked off and the re-
sponse has been very gratify-
ing," Callaway said. "Western
Piedmont Community College
and the Western Piedmont
Foundation is overwhelmed by
the outpouring of support both
financially and otherwise for
the college."

LAUREN WILLIAMSON can be
reached at (828)437-2161, Ext. 20, or
by e-mail at
lwilliamson@morganton.com.
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Fund drive's focus is on community college students
'A lot of people think

since community college
tuition is the lowest in

the state that anyone can
afford a community
college education.'
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MORGANTON — With a cur-
rent enrollment of nearly
3,600 students and more than
10,000 enrolled in continuing
education classes, Western
Piedmont Community Col-
lege continues its mission to
educate and train the resi-
dents of Burke County.

With enrollment at an all-
time high and resources
strained because of the state
of the economy, WPCC's an-

nual fund drive has taken on
an even more important role.

Cyndie Callaway, vice pres-
ident of institutional ad-
vancement at WPCC, said
that this year's drive has set a
goal of raising $100,000 that
will go to scholarship oppor-
tunities and general funds for
students.

"The fund drive is of vital
interest to our students,"
Callaway said. "A lot of people
think since community col-
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