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General Education Development program 50 years old

By the

Lab Staff

Western Pledmaont
Community College

he General Education Devel-

opment (GED} program has

been helping individuals ob-
tain a high scheol diploma [or 50
vears, aceording (o Jean Lowe, di-
rector of the American Council on
Education's {ACE) GED Testing
Service.

“This year marks the 5th anni-
versary of the GED tests which have
erbled more thap 12 million adults
ta oblain formal recognition of their

acadeemic skills. Rach year abaat 5,

percent of (L5, colleges, universi-
ties, and employerd recognize the
GED Diploms as equivalent to a
high szchool diplooma, thereby en-
abling GED graduates to seek fur-
ther education and be  gainfully
employed,” she said,

Anngally, ane in every seven high
sehoal diplomas issued [ the United
States is a GED Diplama.

The GED testing program began
in 13 with the development of a
battery of tests for United Stales
military persanned whi had not com-
pleted their high scheol studies.

The Testz of General Educaton
Dwrrelopenent (GED Tests ) provided
an oppartunity for these people to
demonstrate that they had acguired
the [earming outcomes expectad of a
high sekoal graduate,

Because of this program, enany
people were able to qualify for foba
and pursee postierondary cdudstion
upon leaving the :nJJJla.r,-.r service,

after the war, it became apparent
that civilians ¢nulrl alan benefit from
this peogram, a ned the ACE under-

took to il Since that time, ACE has
guided and directed the GED pro-

gram,

In the )%, several states bagan
to recognize successful GED candi-
dates by issulng high schoal creden-
tals based on the examinations.
These credentals were conaidered
epuivalent — for parposes of accupa-
tion, military service, amd college
admixslon — te a high schoal dis
ploma earnied at the end of formal
study. Today, the coredential (8
known az 3 GED High School M-
ploma,

From this modest beginning, the
GED testing program has grown
conatderably during the past four
drades. Today, the tests anes wsed in
all 50 states, in mest Canadian prov-
imced, and in the L5, termitories,

In 1991, more than SN0 people
took the tests, and about T2 percent
qualified for & diploma according to
the stancdards set by their states ar
provinges.

In Morth Carclina, 19,20 people
were begted in 1991 and BS percent
paaged the test, Thus, 13231 GED

Diplomas were issued in the state
lagt year, Owver the years, the GED
Teats have provided persanal satis-
facton as well as professiconal and
aeademic opportunities for miilions
of adults who, for many reasens,
were unable to complete their for-
mal high acheol studles.

The GED Tests cover five acs-
demic areas — writlng, mathernat-
ics, selence, social studies, and
literature and the arts.

The tests focus on general skills
and umportant concepts; the ability
to evaluate, analyze, and draw con-
clusions; and the ability to ander-
atand a.ml.Nﬁ-PPll' inforrmation aned
concepts. Mew and revised Lists
were inbroduced in 188 and e
battery now tnclodes an eazay com-
ponent desigred to evalwite the abil-
ity to organize a written auswer on a
taple of general interests,

Other changes were made to re
quire mare anlytcal and problem
solving skills. The tests are avail-
able in 1).5. and Canadian ditions,
Spanizh and French language edi-
tions, brailie, large print, and audic-

casselte [ormats.

The GED Tests are develapesd by
committess of professianal educa-
tors in each subject area under the
direction of the GED Testing Serv-
ice, The standards are a2t by each
stale ar provineco,

Thi GED Tests are administercd
o a sclentfic sampling of high
school  graduating  senlors  each
spring a8 part of onegalng research
in order Lo establish normne.

In the 159 GED Performance
Study conducted by the GED Testing
Service, key findings sevenled that
the overall performance of GED
Eraduates, averaged ower all five
tests, equaled that of senioes.

Alza, GED graduates’ pecfor-
mance an the Social Studies, Sei-
ence. and Interpreting Literature
ard the Arts Tests surpassed those
of seniors, Although no formal sdi-
catian is required, many peapbe at-
tend adult education clzsses afered
I local school districts, colleges,
and  communily service agencies
befare taking the tests.

Léally, the GED program is of-
fered through Western Fiedmont

Cuest Opinion “

Croamumienity College al the Learning -
Lab on eumpes, the East Burke
Center in Hildelbran, and ot various
industry and communily clasees, 5

T enter Lhe program, an tndivid
ual must first take plocesnant inven-
tories in reading and math. An
instructor will then design a pees
gram of individoalized instnectian .
based on the student's academic
strenglis and weaknasges,

The ciasses and study matanai&
are free; however, the student pays
..;.-;u:tmstmg‘ee then he or she iz
resdy bo take the GED Tests, Grad: .
wation eeremenies are held in the
spring and fall to honor the GED.
High School Diplama recipients. -

WPCL's Learning Lab is provd te
B i part of the 5th anniversacy of
the GED testing peogram, and i,
reception (s being planned to heaae |
Lhig event, Interested individuale
are encotrsged to call the Lab ab
435110 for more informaton aboat.
the GET! program.



