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Dot Whitener, secretary for the WPOC Performing
Arts Program and reciplent of the college’s first an-
oual Outstanding Stalf Member /ward, l& pletored
eonducling research in the Sen. S2m J, Ervin Jr. Li-
brary. (Phote contributed)

Sen. Ervin instrurhental
in opposing anti-evolution

Morganton's favorite son, the
1aie Sen. Sam J, Ervin Ir., was
instrurmental in preventing North
Carolind from passing an anti-
espdutlon law such AS the one
which provided the basls for the
famous Scopes “Monkey Trial”
in 'l‘mnmse In 1025,

In “Humor of a Country Law-
ver,” Ervdn wrote: " Az trial law-
ver, politiclan, and legislator, 1
recognized the progmatic ';aJue
of hamotr. Ao ounce of
humer often has more power to
reveal, comvince, or ridicule Uun
do many tons uf erudite argu-
ment.

"'In oppaslng in the North Care-
lina [egislature of 1925 & propo-
zal b prohibit the teaching of
evolition in stite colleges and
schoals, T emploved Hdicule. T
made an obsarvation to this ef-
feet: 1 confess with reluctance
that the passage of this propasal
would do goed in one cespact. It

would give foy to the monkeys in
the jungle for the Morth Carclings
Legislature to absalve them from
responalblity for the comdiect of
the human race in general and
the North Caroling Legislature in
particular."

A propasal similar o that op-
posed by Ervin in North Carolina
did become law in Tennesses,
Enown 3 the Butler Act, thiz
antl-evalutlon liw aet off the
coartroom  battls knowm a8 the
Seopes  "Monkey Trial"  and
dramatlzed In  “lnherit the
Wind," a hlstorical play by Je-
rome Lawrence and Hoberl E,
Les,

WPCC's Performing Arts Pro-
gram will present “Inherll the
Wind'" on Mor. 12-15 In the col-
lege's Phifer Stueio.

For mre inlormation, call Dr.
Cheryl Oxford, coordinator of
performing arts, at £35-6063,



