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College officials eyeing future
without needed bond money

By SUSAN WOODY
Mews Herald Stalf Writer

Burke Coumy vilers rejecied a
59 million constroction bond refes-
endum for Western Piedmaont Com-
munity College on Tuesday by a
3,190 w 1,617, or 55 percent o 45
percent, margin.

“When you pass a bond, you
have 1o have vour friends out vot-
ing,” WPCC President Jim Richard-
son said this moming. A ol of our
friends did not ged oul 1o vore,™

O w perimary election day which
saw Republican and vnalflliated
witers nearly equal the
turmout, the mood of Burke County
widers may have mude the bond an
cspecially hand sale, said Republi-
can County Commission nominee
IR, Simpson, & former member of
the WPCC Board of Trusices,

Burke County has 21,344 regis-
tered Democrais, 14,446 segisiered
Republicans and 3,494 volers who
affilinie with neither party. Unaffili-
ated volers can, however, vate in

. In all, 147

mm,m.ﬁ'.l' ?l:rflhnn:luulyl.

9,284 registered volers, voled on
e [homed,

Those Republican and wnaflilist-
ed volers mmed ot of olfice Burke
County Commission Chairman Lar-
ry Hulfman in barge gﬂ.dnﬂ n hh
suppont for the new
Jail, Simpson said.

“Unlomunately, one the
Western Piedmont bood (ailed was
» backlash {10 the jail),” Simpson

said, “All day, people 1ld me ot the
pnll.l. that thelr axes were oo high
already.

I ippruved the bond would
have likely rised county property
taxes by at beast 3 cents per 3100
viluation, according 1o county olfi-
cinls,

Cher contributors fo the bonmds’
fablure may have heen the county's
property revalustion this year, cou-
pled with the uncertainty over wihil
the commission will sel ps lis tax
rale, Simpson adied,

“Anylune you have & bond issue

coming on the heels of a propeny
revaluation wd before the s rate (4
sl you have the very worst possible
conditions 1o ke & bond issue o
the e,” Simpson sand.
propased bond referendum

came as a request o the counly
commissioners laie last year [rom
the college’s board of rusiees.
WPCC oflicials wanted to use the
bond money to renovale existing
facilities on the college's campus,
build new classroom space and
bring the college up 1o stnndards
with the Americans with Drisabili-
thes AcL

"“We're 10 years old,” Richard-
son said, “we despernicly need the
renovations,”

§.

Desplie the voters' rejection of
the college’s plan, Richardson and
other college offictals are nol betting
the failed bond get them diwn.

“We'll still remain a greal insti-
tution,” Richardson said."You'll

still see guality programs and guali-

Please turn to Page 15
1y imstroction, just on a limited
basis.”

Richardson said college officials
will regroup and make decisions
ahout bow 10 move ino e fumre
and offer a quality education for the
people in Barke County,

“W:]]nlllgctwnmbnm
‘echnology building.” be said,

But 1o receive the money,
WPCLC has 1o provide $800,000 in
matching funds,

The college was going to use
some of the local bond mooey to
malch the state bond money,

With the failure of the bond.
Richardson said the county com-
missioners are likely o provide the
maiching Amount

Tuesday's bond vole was only
the the second in the college’s 30-
year history,

The first bond was approved in
1964, when the college was first
getting sarisd,

Expluining why the 1994 bood
vote falled, Richardson said bhe
thinks a fot of volers in Burke

A ot of had w pay higher
taxes on heir this yesr and
Py more income taxes, Richardson
said.

Do Woemner, co-chairman of
the bond campaign, said be has also
beard comments from people who
are concemned with paying higher
ames.

Woerner said be s concerned

the cam committee did not
explain of the bond
very well,

“uuppem.muwehmﬁhl
have the turnout we needed,” said
Richard Whisenant, co-chairman of
the bond campaign.

Tow, the miny weather probably

deterred a Jor of people from com-
ing out w voue, be explained.

Higher taxes sod miny weather
could have peapie from
voting but ‘Whilen, chairman
of the WPCC Board of Trustess,
said lheiucwlar mm}‘h &TWJ
ail and its acCOmpPanying ser
{a-m: could be on the minds of voi-
ers as well,

Whalen said the board of
trusiess af will look again ar
the whale issue of improving the
coellege and offering more pro-
grams.

“We were pretty positive.”
Whalen said referring 0 the bonid.
“We felt it would pass.™




