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WPCC celebrates
30th anniversary

By 5USAN WOODY
Mews Herald Stall Wriler

Western Piedmont Community
College marks its 30h anniversary
just as it is geting ready o ask
Burke Counly volers 1o approve &
59 muillion bond referendum.

The boad vote marks anly the
second time has asked far
money - the first being in 1964
when the college was geling s
start.

Bob Carr has seeved on the
boird of trusiees since 1he college
began and is curmently vice chair-
man of the board He remembers
working 1o pass 8 51 million bond
] years ago and Is working now
10 getihis year's bond passed.

Pary of the reason the college
has grown is due w the firs bond
counly voters passed, Carr said.

“All of us worked rying W per-
suade people 1o voie for " he
sl

Cullege officials are saying the
1994 money is vitl in belping
WPCC prepare {or the future and
codtinge 10 offer opponunites for
the citirens of Burke County

“Thix i3 only te second wme in
30 years the college has mwmed 1o

| Burke County ¢itlzens {or con-
struction funds,” sald Grady Pins,
denn of development ai the col-
lege, “Passage of the bond s oru-
cial 1o the counminity and the col-
lege ™
s‘H.q: points o the rich history of

the college and how it s ted 0o |
the history of Burke Coumy

Anyone looking 8t the history
of Burks will see T @S A pav-
otal development Tor the commg-
wity, Phits said. '

“Wesiern Fiedmuont opened the
doors for thousands of people who
didn't bave an opporunity 1o fur-
ther their education,” Pits said
“Today wilh the communivy col-
lege sysiem, the common man has
ihe opportunily 1o pursse his or
et aspirations as higher educanon
s concerped.”

Pitts has been w the college [or
he past several years. In that tine
be has seen wemendouws growth in
the needs of the community.

“A community college has i |
respond b0 B community's nceds,” |
Pitts sadd.

Therefore. programs are devel-
cped according 1o the growth and |
demands of the community, be |
sait].

So in addition to such staple
programs as lnw enforcement.
nursing, and emetgency medical
technicians (a large majority of
people in those field here in Durke
Counly were trained a1 WPCC),
the college has continually worked
wilh nrea infustry.

“In the last eight years, while
still working with the 1wo-year
transfer program, WPCC has
added a lot of programs related o
industry,” Pitts sadd.

More programs are Gikely to be

— developed as more bosinesses and

industrics move nto the area,
according 1w Richand dean
of academic alfadrs 81 the college,

Greene sald the county does no
know what new businesses will he
coming kn years down the rond so it
is imponant for WPCC 10 have the
fexibility o start new progrms.

“A community college should be
there to meet the needs of the com-
munity,” he said,

Pt credits Carr and other boand
of trusiee members for laying the
Eroundwork for continnous growth.

“Over ihe vears, the trusices

have all been good leaders in (he
community,” Piis said.

With & long history and desp
roois bn the county, the early
trusiecs and people associated with
the college had & good feeling of
wihint the countly needed, Pitts said.

“We are stewards of thi easly
:‘? strong foundathon,” he contin-

Since its founding in 1964,
WPCC has awarded more 1han
6,000 high school diplomas, mone
than 10,000 rvo-yeor degree dipio-
s, and more e 30000 continu-
ing education certificmes,

With expansion plans already
under way, vificials are looking
Torward w the futare st WPCC,

“WPCC staned in the hasement
of city hall,” Cary said. “Nobody
anticipated the growth the college
has had

Working with a masterplan, the
college broke ground on & new
classroom building and bave hoed
an srchitect (o develop o new busi-
ness and lectinobogy bailding,

If approved by volers, money
from the referendum will go (o con-
struch three new buildings on the
college's carnpus, the repovation of
existing buildings on the campus.
helping the college comply with ihe
Americans with DHsabilities Act,
and insealling ste-of-the-an equip-
mend in existing buildings.



