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Virtual reality comes to Western Piedmont Community College

By MIKE CONLEY
News Hernld Staff Writer

By simply wearing a beadset and
a cogple of hand controls, a
person 14 able 1o step into the world
of virtual reality.
. Vinnal reality is & computer dri-
ven technology which can immerse
& viewer, visually and andibly, in
another world. The participant

pant can fly incan fighter plane oc
woidbeh:gmgmbynpmuL
o “Wirlual reality is a full immer-
pmmmmtumvmmdﬂ
fools the senses into thinking you"re
in a different world,” sald Sam
Trandel, mnpmuntﬁmn.l:ﬁ.li—

LDCII residents were able to

-aware of virmal reality onky within
the past few years, In the films “The
Lawnmower Man” and “Total
«Recall,” virmal reality has been por-
sirayed as a foturistic techoology

with sinister implications.
However, the idea of virieal real-
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In the standup version, the partic-

ipant climbe into & enclosed booth
"Eumuhmu. Through the
by i, Ihspu'ﬂacipnt sees the
nd.t information whi lchﬁinqgr
wn throngh earphones
this is generated by a computer
which constanily adjusts the visual
imdw.ldhhiumaﬂmﬂxm;mb
pant.
Al the same time, video monitors
display the visual image, seen by
for the operators and
ARECAHIOTE,

Pbcm h-;r M-Iv.'h I-Imul
Sam Danlels of Kramer Entertalnment Agenq' son how Lo use the virtual reality eguipment.
shows Western Pledmont student Stacy John-

Ifa t moves his head o
e right, the computer will con-
stantly generate the images to fol-
low the movements,

“Wherever you move, the com-
puter can interpret that and move
the screen exactly as you do,”
Daniel gaid.

In the standup game “Dactyl
Nightmare,"” (wo participants ¢an
play against each other whils stand-
ing in separate booths, The partici-
pant “walks” through several levels

and tries to shoot his u]:lponr.nl
while dodging & perodactyl whi
Fies overhead.

A the participant moves from
level to level, the feeling of move-
ment becomes mose vivid and the
amblent sounds add 1o te realism.

“Some peoplé gel nauseous or
dizzy becanse of the movement and
they are not used 1o it" Dandel $aid.
“When they get used 1o i, they like
it better.”

In another version, the partici-
pant %its in & chair while wearing
the beadset and bolding to hand
controls, The computer simulates
the cockpit of a fAghier plans com-
plete with sound and the sumoand-
g lerrain,

In the game, the panicipant must
shoot down three enemy planes, get
his plane refueled and land on the
deck on an eircraft camiers.

As the participant moves his
bead, the wvisual information
changes to reveal the simulated
world anoumd him. The hand con-
trods steer the direction of the fighter
plane as well a3 the velocity,

The games last for about four
minobes.

"1 pinynditmy;:lfaﬂ;w mingles
ago and T did real hndl.y Leonard
sadd, “T was blown away.

Although virmal rwluy is being
introduced to the public for enter-
Linment purposes, the uses of vinu-

;lrmpgpnunhmtmd sccording o

Anym-ng that ¥ou can create
visually, ol can crears in virneal
reality,” be said, “That is why it is
such a powerful technology.™

Furthermore, the computer
images generated by virwal reality
will become realistic as the technol-

ORY PIOfressss,

Ome of the many uses for virmual
reality will be in education, For
example, virtual reality could be
osed to place a student in 1% cen-
tury London and show what life was
like in that place 2nd time. Snosdents
could also leam bow 0 rebaild an
enging or drive a car vsing virtual

0y,
In addition, children could be

tanght how o avold dangerous sim-
ations through the simuladons of
virmual readity,

In the future, virwal readity will
alsc be available for bomes. In face,
a |I.1'BCI1 CAN Dow pmﬂ:.asc a virmal

‘and equipment foc
unn nd 515, DDD according to

"IL 1 u:mlng m. he zaid. "l
will be avadlable in five years, That
gives you i very powerful eompater
¥ Can use also,

“I"s a0 interesting feld. It will
take 8 few more years bot it's
incredible,”




