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WPCC would use bond money to address space needs

EDITOR’S NOTE: North Carolina, wol= -
trs will be asked Tuesday to approve a -
Bond referendum with the state borrow-

ing money to fund the University of

Morth Carollna system; community col-
leges; water and sewer Improvements;
and state park improvements. Today The
Mews Herald continues its serfes of stories
on the bond package Informing voters
about this important lsoe.

By KEVIN ELLIS
Mews Herald Staff Writer

Approval of Tuesday's 5250 million
bond issne for Monh Caroling's community

wuuguwmﬁ‘beﬁnw miont would receive $3.4 million of the nec-
address a serions prob- esgary 54.2 million to boild a business and
-bem of space needs 8t Lechnologies ¢ boilding. It would
Western  Pledmont | be the college &' nesponadbility 1o raise the
Community- College, 000 through L3l sources,

said college President - 4 The $250 million community college

Jim Richardson, i .. bond referendum nepresents 34 percent of 2

“Chur higgu: pmb- A $740 million siate bcmd itsue that also
lem on includes $310 million for the state universi-
« probiems ic-'wﬂmn Iy system; 5145 million for water and scwer

said in & recent inler-
view, "We're at the
poing that we can't add
a new currlculom or
expand a program because we're out of
oom.”

If the bond issue passes, Weslern Pied-

%mu. amdd 535 million for state parks,
; bond issue is a separate ballol ques-

o,
Mo organized opposition has surfaced to
the community collegs bonds, although
some individoals have voiced concemn thal
Lbnbmdsmigm lesad 1o taX increases.

Richardson

5|;3.|'.e officials maintain the zll of the
740 million in bonds cowld be repadd with
no increase in laxes due 10 the Mkyen low
in imberest ks, & growing econedy asd the
sale's relatively low existing debL

Ar Western Piedmoni, a new business
and technologies bubding would allow the
college to expand its computer courses and
offer more bigh-rechnology trining to stu-
denits,

The college considers both 0
mmcjmmmmmlmmm
reduired every degree graduste to be com-
puter lilerate.

Without the bonds, unless a separate
lecl bomed issue is approved, the community
college could see its growth impeded,
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| as one of the college's wp neads.

If the community college bond

referendum passes, the state would
| issue §250 millicn for projects at
cach of the state's 35 community
colleges,

This is the first sEtewide bond
i fof CONSINICOn &t community
colleges in their 30-year history,
Counties historcally bave paid for
most community college constroe-
bon.

In faet, in the community col-

lege system's history, just $95 mil.
lon in state funds bave besn dis-
tribufed to the 5B campuses for
mudmgu&ds. Bichardson said.
.. In recent years, énrollment at
'mmmunily colleges has grown
considerably. In the 15992-1993 aca-
demic year, the system's 58 col-
leges had 760,502 sudents, op
mearly 100,000 in five years.

Al Western Piedmont, enroll-
ment increased by 36 in the
19808 In the 1952-1983 academic
year, 3,043 corricuban and conting-
ing education snadeats attended the
college compared to 12,306 for the
CIETENE YEar.

In Borke County, one oot of
every five adults have atended
Western Piedmont Community
College, Richardson sad,

Western Piedmont has provided
free training 10 workers at ITT
Teves, the new state prisco and
Kimble Glass, o name jost a few,
Richardson said 30 percent of the
county's firefighters, law enforce-
ment officers and persons in allied
health services have secgived train-
ing & Western Piedmont

Becanse of Westem Piedmodn's

Richardson said,

Citing a meed for mose room, in additon
i the bosiness and technologies balding,
the Western Piedmont Community College
Board of Trastees recently voded s ask e
Burke County Commission for a 512 mil-
lion bond referendum in the spring. IF the
state bond issue passes, the collegs wanld
Tower thar request by 33,4 million, Richand-
S0 Siid,

Currently, Western Piedment ranks 53n
cul of the 38 community college campuses
in assignable square feer per siudent,

Richardeon said. Also, the Southern Associ-
ation of Colteges and Schools listed space

Please turn to Page 144
involvement in the community,
Richardson sees sirong support
locally.

“The fact that we've serviced 5o
many and met 50 many peeds
shoukd help.” be said.

University bonds

IF veders approve the university
aystem bond issoe the san wonld
jssue 8310 million for more than
three dozen projects on the 16 cam-
puses of the University of North
Caroling system, &t nine area health
education centers, the Monh Caroli-
nn Arboretum, the UNC Cenier for

Public Television and the N.C.
‘ School of Science and Mathemat-
fes.

Aboui half the projects would
nvolve rerovations of expansions.

Supporters of the aniversity
honds say that since 1989, enly five
new buildings have been financed
on UNC campases with state funds
because of budget problems, All of
thoze buildings were approved in
1902 and 1993, with no constroc-
tion approved from 15985 o 1991

Ml the same time, enrollment has
grown by more than 16,000 sw-
dents, Since 1989, the UNC Board
of Governors bas compiléd cagpital
necds for the® sysicht - amoumting o
2544 miltion, ,

lnvcstmcn:s in the universiey
system pay off by attracting out-of-
state employers and rescarch
ACANCS, SUPPOTTETs Say.

Mo organized opposition bas
surfaced 10 the vniversity bonds,
although some individuals have
voiced concern that the bonds
might bead 10 lax increases,



