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‘Buddy Moles looks at a video shat in Italy of & glass-making process. Below, the video shows an Nallan worker examining machinery.

'College Goes Distance To Teach Students

By JOSEPH GALARNEAU
Shafl Wriker

ORGANTON — Buddy
Moles went to Ialy last
mainth, bul I8 was no vaca.

Males went 1o the northern Tial-
ian wwn of Piombing., The attric.
tion wasn't the majestic Alps or
nearhy Adriatic Sea — it was a
EW-fif vial tooling machine.

From 7 in the moraing o 7 at
night for four days, Noles filmed
the high-tech machine as il was
being assembled, used and
repaired. He' returned  home  to
Muorganton with more than seven
hours of videotape shot at the
machine's mmu!’anurigg plant.

Mot exactly the stuff of home
movies, bul it was more than ade-
quate for Moles' needs. )

His employer, Western Fied-
monl Community College, has
been disigning 8 Waining oourse
for the machine, which will be
used a1 a new Burke County glass
planl.

Kimble Glass Inc., a subsidiary
of the Ohio-based Crvens IHlinois,
will employ more than 60 people
a1 the plant making vials that wiall
be used for pharmaceuticals. The
plant, whose location is siill being
negoliated, 35 expected 10 begin
operations in the fall, company
officials said.

Following the lead of is parem
corporation, which makes most of
its £3.7 billion a year from gliss
products, Kimble Glass is one of
the pation’s largest manufacturers
of laboratory glassware and phar-

maceulical pockaging.

“This is 8 good cxample of the
tvpe of indusiry thal we want to
bring to Burke County,” said Val-
dese town manzger Teff Maorse,
who chairs the Economic Develop-
ment Commission that lured Kim-
ble Glass, “I's clean industry
that’s low laborwise and high in
capital invesiment,”

When the company hbegan
1onkinE at Burke, :Jil winted to
kagwe how local workers would be
traingd 1o operate the pornplicared
machinery involved i vial manu-
facturing, About 25 workers were
needed to work on the KY-66 for
three shifts nearly seven davs a
week,

That's whese Western Piedmont
stepped .

“We can help the workers
develop the skills necessary for
them to go to the production line

and immediately go to work,™ said
Richard Greene, the eollepe’s vice
president for academic affairs.
“That's what we're here for”

With money from the MN.C
Depariment of Community Col-
lepes, & tearn lod by Dravid Pucketr,
the associale dean of business and
industry, began to draw wp a train-
ing proggram.

“These machines are highly
technical, and iovolve a o of
physics and mathematics,” Greene
sand. “We have 10 do a lot of
in-class training o prepare them
to wse the machines.™

One  problem  was that the
michines were & new way to man-
uwiaciure vials and were oo com-
monly found in American facto-
rics. 50 Puckett, Maoles and several

Eimble Glass engineers decided to
g0 1o Dnaly where the machines
were made.

Crut of the 149 training projects
fundest last year by the community
collepe system to help new and
capanding induostry, only a few
required  overseas  trips, said
depariment spokesman Mark Van
Server,

Two weeks after geiting the go-
ahed, The leam was on a plans
bound for Europe.

*I might sound fun, but this
was definitely a business rip,”
Moles said.

In the hectic days leading up o
the trip, Pucketr and Moles had to
secure passports and visas, Moles
also had 1o rent video equipment
— the professional cameras he
used atl the college reguired too
much paperwork o take abroad,

Omee back in North Caroliog,
Nioles edited the tape down 1o 4t
hours and added narration,

Kimble Glass has now ser up a |
training facility in an old Burke
Lumber building, whene Moles will
film some more before producing
a final treining film within the
next two months.

Free of cost to both the eom-
pany and employees, the college
will also train 40-50 inspectors and
packers for Kimble glass,

Thes tme, Greens added, no
rips.




