Celebrate Earth D

By LETA PARKS
Wews Herald Staff Writer

ocal erganizations will

obwerve the 2th anniversary

of Earth Day with an
extravagania of activities before,
gﬂuﬁng and after the official April 22

Le,

Burke County residents will be
able to icipate in both
recreg and educaticnal
nctivities, as well as efforts to keep
the county clefner,

“April 2 will mark the 2th
anniveraary of Esrth Day, in event
almed st raizing environmental
awareness and activieam, " anid
Heagan Ammons, Burke
Extension dirctor. i

The first Earth kv, beld in 1970,
inwalved abeat 4,000 high schoals
and 1,000 college campuses, he sald,

Om that date, "an estimated 25
millicn people marched, sang ar
simply became more infornmed
about the envireament in activities
ranging from survival marches o a
‘trashein,' where garbage was
returned to cotporations responsible
far [1," =aid Ammons,

Several activities to celebrate
Earth Day are scheduled thoughaut
the county.

Students al Western Piedimont
Communlty Callege will be lnvelved
in many of the activities to celebrate

the oorasion.

b jvities wa're dai
are glelg’&e %ed":lt a little maore l:or?iit‘
than that,” sald Paula Leonard,
conrdinater of WPCT Student
Activities and state media
coordinator for the Slerra Club as
well az local publicity chaireoman.

"It's an opportunity to have a
really good time and learn some
things along the way," she zaid.

Some of the Earth Day
celebrations will take place on April
21, which g 0150 the hicthday of
Sierra Club founder John Mulr,

The South Mountains group of the
Sterra Club and the WPCC Student
Government Associstion will
EPHLSOT A canoe trip down the
Cotswha Rlver Aprid 1.

Participants should bring their
own canoes and equiprodent to
Judge's Rlverside Restaveant at
1:30 p.m, for launching,

O the cance trip, the participants
will 22 gites marked to indicate
clean water hazards that threaten
the life of the river, sald Leonard.

The ride down the river will
probably Last about 1% kours, and
the group will then pull aver at
Riverview Aparirnents for a
cookout, she said.

The cost for the cockout will be $4
exeept for children under 10, wha
will be served free of charge. Those
wha are planning to attend the
cockout should contact Leonard at
35047 or 4374250 by Wednesday to
ke reservations,

Al the cookout the group can take
fishing lessona from members of
Trout Unlimited, play wolleyhall,
take nature walks by the Hver and
see Earth Day displays,

A shuttle will be available to take
participants back to the restanrant
where they lsunched the canoes intg
the river.

Those wha are more lnterested (n
travellng on land than on water can
contact Rusty Triebert at 437-T950
for Informatlon about a blcycle trip
which will also be held on Aprdl 21.

Anyone who wants to celebrate the
earth by working on the “Mountains
to the Sea Trail' can meet at 8:30

A

a.m. April 21 at the K-Mart parking
lot in Morganton.

The trail iz an effort to provide &
way to hike feom one end of the state
Lo the other.

Participants should bring a funch
and gloves, and the gronp will maeet
teter with e cance riders at
HRiverview Apartments for the
cockaut,

Thuse whe plan te take part in the
cookout showld call Lecnard for
reservations by April 18,

For mare information on the
workiiy for the trail, contact Bab
Benner at 4356063,

(her peaple will be working at
South Meuntalns State Pack April 21
ta help clean up trails {here. The
park i3 located off Highway 18 South
[muﬁlehtm‘mmm.

group will meet at the park
odflce gt 10 0.m., and “everyone
should bring gloves, sturdy shoes or
boots and a luneh,"said Allen
Rogers, the park's chief ranger.

“Plan to come and volunteer &
Little of your tme to help your local
state park," ha sald,

-

For e informutien cantact
Rogers at 433-4T72 from 1 to 3 pum.

Meanwhile, the Paralegal
Asapciation at WPCC will sponser a
trash plokup day at the college,
mepting at the tennis courts at 9
a.m. April 21.

On Earth Day itself, April 22, the
Christian Ecology Connectivn will
FponsT a worship servict from et ¥
p.m. outzide Moore auditerium o
the campus of Western Pledmont
Community College,

The Hav. James A. Johnson, &
member of the
Chesterfield/Hartland
Environmental Profection
Asspciation, will speak at the
SErvice.

The worship service will be open
1o all denominations, zaid Betty Lou
DeLaughter, chairpersen of the
Christizn Eeclogy Connection,

afternoon of pleking up trash beside
a road the group has adopted
through the " Adopt-a-Highway'

Progratm., )
Sorne local students will find aut
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FHS student Sean Crook plants a white pine tocommemorate the day.

whether or not they wom a poster
contest sponsered by the ecology
groug when the winners are
announeed by telephone the morming
of Barth Day. :

The winning pastars {ram the
kindergarten through sixth-grade
ared seventh through 12th grade
divisions will receive §25 and & tree
o plant, said Delaughter.

e freel that as Christians we'ne
called to he caretakers of the earth,”
she added.

Farth Day activities will be going
on throughout the pation and the
waorld.

“t's exciting,” Delaughter said.
Yoo feel connected with other
people working for the
enviranment.”™

Alzo oo Barth Day, South
Mountaing State Park will host an
Earth Dy Hike beginning at 2 p.m,

"Come and celabrate Earth Day
at the park and help kick off
Natonal Celebration of the Chutdoors
Week, which runs from April 22 ta
2." said Rogers,

! The group wili hike to High Sheals

ay with local activities
Sy R

Falls **and anjay the plant and
animal life we encounter along the
way," he said.

The hike will be abeut thee: miles
raund trip, and participants should
wear sturdy shoes or bodats,

Ent the official Earth Day will not
mark the end of the celebrations in
Burke County,

Om April % the WPCC Student
Gavernment Association will
celebrate both Earth Day and the
National Celebration of the Qutdeors
with a hike for the college's students
&nd their guests.

The group will meet 2t 2 p.m. at
the WP tennis cowrt parking lot
and take a toip to South Mountzsins
State Park for a hike Lo the park's
watarfall,

Those who plan Lo go on the hike
should eall Leonard by Apcil 34 to
make reservations,

Alsa, a group of Morth Carclina
Sehool for the Deaf stadents in an
environmental studies cliss
DeLanghter teaches will plant two
rees on April 35 in front of the high
schoal building sometime between
11 a.m. ard moon, 2aid Delaughter,

Burke County officials will take
April 25 to spread the word to
efficials from other counties and to
anyane else wha 15 interestad on how
1o take better care of the
enviranment.

"We feel like Burke County 15
further along than & lot of other

caunties in North Caraline ' aeid

VAR SRS

““Thiz is for other counties to bring
odficials and comumanity leaders to
see what we have golng on here in
Burke County and, hopefully, they
can pick up ideas for their county,”
he amid.

The Weatern Morth Carolina Solid
Waste Semninar will be held from
430 e, o pam, Apell 2 at Joha's
River Waste Managerent, which is
the Burke County landfill, Ammeans
said.

County officizls will give speeches
describing the county’s wiste
managemeat and recycling

PrOgrams.

Participants will hear a
description of “Tnorganite,” studge
which has beea processed to use for
mulch, and will goon a Lour of the
new fub grinder.

A noon lunchecn will helP
demonstrite that a landfll does not
have to be an unplessant place, he
sadd,

"Ome purpaess will be 1o have it on
site, so people will see hiw neat and
mice it is,"" he added.

Speaking at the luncheon will be
Ernle Carl, deputy secretary of the
.C. Department of Environment,
Health and Natural Resources.

Also at the luncheon, Bob Rubin,
extension specialist with the H.C.
Agricultural Extension Service, will
speak on compasting ard alternative
gysterns of handling selid waste.

State recycling coordinalor Mary
Beth Powell will speak lmmediately
after Ruhin.

In addition, the aftemoen
program will include a discussion of
Senate Bill 118, which sets gridelines
for what can go into Landfills,

The sermiinar is open W anyene who
{4 interested, and 8 $10 registraliocn
fee should be sent by April 23 to the
Rurke County Agricultural
Extension Service, P.O. Box M9,
Maorganton, N.C. 28835,

Ewven though the big day s still one
week away, local celebrations of
Earth Day have already stacted
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Activities planned in Burke

to commemorate Earth Day

{Continued from Page 1C)

happening.
At Freedom High School on Thurs-
day students planted white pine
trees to celebrate Earth Day a little
early. :

“It feels kind of insignificant for
one person to do it, but if everybody
does it, it will add up to one great
whole,” said Senny Smith, president
of Freedom's History Club.

The club members have been as
active in environmental issues as
historical activities, he said.

“I think that we as youth should
strive to preserve history and the
world because if we don't, no one
else will," said Darren Patton, a
member of the History Club.

“We want to preserve a more
healthy environment for ourselves
and future generations,” said club
member Chris Carrier, who hopes to
show the trees he planted to his own
children some day.

“I think we need to make the
community more aware than they
are,” said Donette Willis, club mem-
ber, “'We can recycle paper almost
as easily as we can cut down trees.”

A way to limit the number of trees
cut down is to avoid eating 50 much
fast food, said Smith. The fast feod
industry uses beef from cattle which
grazes on flelds that used to be part
of rain forests.

Other members of the History

Club are: Becky Crump, Cyndi
Miller, Sean Crook, Carrie Berrong,
Kim Woodard, Gwyn Revis, Stewart
Robinson, Mindy Hungerford, Jody
Clark, Ron Faulkner, John Culber-
son and Ben Hardy.

Later on Thursday, the students
said the Earth Day 1990 Green
Pledge:

dge to do my utmost to recycle,
CONserve energy, save water, use
efficient transportation, and try to
adopt a lifestyle as if every day were
Earth Day.

I pledge to buy and use only those
products least harmful to the envi-
ronment. Moreover, I will do busi-
ness with corporations that promote
global environmental responsibility.

I pledge to vote and support those
candidates who demonstrate an
abiding concern for the environ-
ment.

I pledge to support the passage of
local, state and federal laws and
international treaties that protect
the environment.
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