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Nurses
protest
changes

By MIKE CONLEY
News Herald Staff Writer

The licensed practical nurse may
be a thing of the past if the recom-
mendations of the North Carohnn
Nurses Association are passed by
the state legislature and the HG.
Board of Nursing.

That’s the opinion of David Kea-
terson, who spoke at a meeting of the
local N.C. Licensed Practical
Nurses Association at Western Pied-
mant Community College on Thurs-
day. ‘

Kesterson is the executive direc
tor of the National Federation of
Licensed Practical Nurses Associa-
tion headquartered in Raleigh.

About 25 licensed practical nurses
attended the meeting to voice their
mmuwutheprnpmedclmngm
brought for by the Nurses’ Roundta-
ble, a task force of the N.C. Nurses

One mmmmdaﬂm calls for the
titles ““licensed practical nurse’ and
“registered nurse” be changed to

“technical nurse” and “‘professional

the state's 19,000 LPNs would have
to go back to school in order to be
licensed nurses.

“T don't think we should be reli-
censed again,” said Ruth Whise-
nant, a licensed practical nurse,
speaking for many in the group.

The change would not apply to
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Nurses concerned about proposals
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registered nurses who only have to
be “grandfathered up" into profes-
sional nurse status, or as Kesterson
explains it, they would only have to
exchange one license for another.

state, North Dakota, has operated
under the proposed guidelines, thus
far.

“Some think that it is successful
and some think it is not succesasful. It
depends on who you ask," Kesterson
said .

“My concern is if this is passed,
who would take care of the pa-
tients?" asked Ruby McClain, a
nurse from Broughton Hospital.

Many of those in attendance
voiced the same concern because
with LPNs going back to school to
learn how to be nurses all over
again, there will be a void left in the
nursing profession — which is al-
ready experiencing shortages.

“T don't believe a lot of the regis-
tered nurses would want to handle
the kinds of jobs we do,” said Jill
McFadden, a member of the local
LPN Association. Other nurses at
the expressed their dissati-
faction with being regarded as “not
a real nurse."

The controversy is a national one,
Kesterson said, and is one that will
not go away.

“People have been asked to do
things that are not included in their
education,” Kesterson said. “There
are a whole lot of answers to this
problem. This is one of them."

He advised the members to get
involved. ““The numbers are on your
side."

Each year in the U.S., about 42,000F
LPNs and 45000 associate degree
educated nurses enter the
glon, while only 25,000 e
wmudnmmm ~nf

Mnkdm'mmymmmin:h:
as LPNs,"” Kesterson said. SO | |

Regarding the guidelines pros,
posed by the Nurses Association,,
Kesterson said, “What you have
huemmm:pﬂmdlmlndu
what they want.

“Yunhnrujlntumuchdghttn.
make assumptions, to makeg,
guidelines, and to make plans,” hln-
said,

"Ifym-:lm"tguthvﬂnd.rw'ﬂ
end up riding the coattails of some-=
thing like this,”” Kesterson added.- ;-

He further advised the licensed.
practical nurses to write state legis--
lators who will vote on the hlla
probably in 1991 or 1992

mmﬂmﬂmdthelnulﬂ.c...
Licensed Practical Nurse Associas,.
tion will be held Wednesday, April i.r-.
at Western Carolina Center.
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