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Pulling Up Roots
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JEFF 'WILLHEL M/ Sialt
Sen. Sam Ervin Jr.'s private library is lined floor to ceiling with books — as is a hallway beyond.

But Ervin Library Will Still Be In Morganton
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ORGANTON — The heart of heart of the house, the there, but its : e b
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Like the reminiscences of an old friend, Ervin ﬁs;lgm Cpgﬁfm?:. ﬁﬁ Robert Ervin said he will feel comfortable
?%hggli!f\;g?lg{;hiﬂgn‘;hgcxrmvzdn::i:}lr ganton. i R living in the house of his famous g.n?ndl['aihcri
lly known as i:h-air}rlnan of the Senate Water- There, students will be able 1o look I“chuldpdl “;: ;2:%;:5[;‘: ac:;_::‘g gf
ate hearings through Ervin’s lifeime repository of knowl-  8We, - he sai Ml bigis=agmsia ar.E s

) ) edge in a replica of the library, which will be admiration of what he mF“h'? -

The 3,500 square feet of oriental rugs, dedicated early next year as pari of the new individual and as a part o Iis“?"!'“ _—
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Ervin, who retired in 1974, died in 1985, Coun Judge Claude Sitton of the 25th Judi- See PULLING Page 12

‘hanged here since the senator died more
than three years ago.

In the elegant halls of the deep-red brick
wouse, Burke County’s most famous son
might only be out for a stroll — about 1o
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But Ervin Library Will Still Be In Morganton
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Jefferson, John Adams and Abraham Lin-
coln.

Turn left past Ervin's Civil War history
collection into the library proper; law
books and the Congressional Record dom-
inate.

There also are rows of books on current
events, political science and Constitu-
tional law; it scems most are autographed
by their authors.

On one shelf sit 16 Bibles and the
Jewish holy book, the Torah.

On Ervin's desk are framed political
cartoons; in one, the late senator wears a

sheriff’s badge and straps on six-guns
before a wanted poster of Richard Nixon,

In the den, walls hang with more than
60 awards and keys 1o cities such as San
Francisco and High Point. He had even
been made an honorary member of an
Indian Village — and had a ceremonial
!:cn'd dress and 15-syllable name 1o prove

in.

Sull, Ervin remained proudly a Burke
County boy. Tucked away on a shelfl near
his bedroom are clippings — not from the
Washington Post or Time magazine —
but several copies of The News Herald of
Morganton proclaiming him the victor in
the 1954 Senate race.

“He freguently talked about Burke
County,” Judge Ervin said. “It always
impressed me, the number of people who
serve in public office and then never go
home."

Maybe the most fitting epitaph is the
verse carved by a friend on a slab of wood
hanging outside the den: a tribute 1o
“Senator Sam,” as he was often known;

“Among the rolling hills’ Of Western
Carolina/ Lives ‘Senator Sam.” The
Greatest Statesman/ There's never been
one finer.”

Staff Writer Bill Chapman contributed
fo this article.
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