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Former U.S. Senator Howard Baker peruses a book in WPCC's new Ervin Library
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Western Piedmont dedicates Ervin Library

By LETA FAHKS
News Herald Siaff Writer

Burke County residents turned cut o deoves Wedneaday for the dedica-
tan of the Senator Sam J. Ervin Jr. Library at Western Pledmont
Corpmuanity

Coilege.
The Llibrary is a replica of the late senator's Ubrary in his home at 515

Lenair 58. in Mocgantan.

the cerernony, former ULS. Senate Majority Leader Howard
Ba}oerkepxmechwdchucﬂjnqu]nbld:dblqwhmmmmu .
and how he first came to know the senator from Morganton,

The former Tennesseo senator eoded up serving with Ervin oo the
commilies which investigated the Walergate scandal n 1973
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rewarding and constructive experiences of ry Wfe," he said.

Ervin's first official acl as chalrman of the commitiee was to do away
mmuwuanmrmmuuunssataruwummmummm

“It was a departure from the norm,"” sald the Republican who was
appointed by Democrat Ervin,

'llml«t that thé undertaking needed Lo be brosd-tused and bi--
partisan,' Baker sald.

The membears of the cornmities parfarmed thelr “odious duty'” as men of
thw Senate, not bound by pertisan politics, but by standards of siates-
mansrﬂp,mdﬂnk.er

In deacribing Ervin's attitude as he chaired the commities, “'He had
Little tolermnee for tomfoclery and none at all for betrayal of the pablic
trust," Haker aald.

Bt he also produced giggles in the audience aa he told of the lighter sids
of the lnvestigation.

1 uge to eount the number of times his syeboows twitched while he was
meg 32{ bmﬁ]-uitnn,"mnﬂ-

WPCC Presddent Jim
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upon and study the Constitution,” e sald of the collection which contains
extensive materlal for research.
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A g lhl.ﬂu:;lmm#_puhlLtmm'ﬂlh Vigeen insight,

‘Jmpl dership unerring instincts

‘lthvmilmlwhhpermﬂhmnaubmn-tahhmuedunﬁﬂs
wiarigis — in natitution whose mission is the advancement of knowiedge,”

r Please turn to page 34



Ervin Library dedicated

# From page one

Sitton said
mwﬂubeusqiulmiurhim:ﬂmdlmdﬂmlﬁtw
tional bectures, he said,

Fichardson deseribed an educational endowment fund which has beer
formed in Ervin’s horor to e money for & peminar on Constitutional
[ssues gach spring. The of the serninars bs schoduled for the spring of
1%8],

Algy recognized at the ceremony were Lee Pruett and Goorge Cartis, the
carpeniters who worked oo the replica of Ervin's home Bhrary. Curtis also
did sogne renpvation work on the shelves in the original library in the home
on Lenolr Street

Thhbrmmhmlumdnuhﬂnodgman Immy Ervin
degeribed 1t as “alemost spooky. " The grandehild of the Late senator sald he
knew where the books had been placed because he used to go info the
libeary aml borrow books.

Several members of the Ervin family were in the audience at the
teTemeny.

"If there ever was 8 parsan whe loved books and loved reading it was
granddaddy,” said Jimmy Ervin. *'IF you take a look 8t those books they're
used; meyhnwemarkzmumldm‘ttmubemdmn{ﬂmbmm
read an astoanding nurmber of them,™

JudgeSmLmnﬂldmmmmimpodmtltwaswhneﬂenmq
in Burke County.

“Dad would also be pleased that it is here in Burke County,” be said, ©T
rmm:b-eruhenw“mau.tempammemaﬁmdwbennmtml:he
Burke County line, be would always roll dosm the windows and take o deep
breath and try to convince his skeptical children that there wis something
better about the air here,"

Located in the Phifer Learning Resources Center, the library houses
mare than 7500 books,

*T heard mother wonder aloud whether I was really neceasary for Dind
1o surround himsell with all the law books be did, but mother pever
canvineed him otherwise,” sald Sam Ervin IT1

In addition ta the thausands of books, the library containg Furnishingz,
doors, mdnw&nsgsudmbunmmchmiwamdmﬂsemm
pasilioes as they were in the original Nbrary.

\'mwrsmam;mmemummgmmgm and the desk
which he used as 8 member of Congreas,

Thi main purpass of the library, thoagh, is te sere a5 & resturce center
for students, the commanity and the rest of the nation, college afficials
have said.

In the kitrary researchers can find an oxtansive collection of materials
an the United States Constitution, legal and 11,5, gammhmm
the histary of North Carolina.

Winsten Lear, dean of the Learing Rmurmﬁmtrr unvedied for the
auﬁemmapaumngﬂfﬂﬂmﬂﬂﬂﬁhfarhﬂmmmabwgmlm
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