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Western Pledmont Comumuanity
Coflege hes been given a 4l4-acre
tract of forest land on the edge of
the South Mountalns by Jehany

deeded to the Western Piedmont
Frandation and is located off Old
Highway 18 about 83x miles soath-

of Yellow Mountain and of
manger Mauntsin, Iron ore which
was wied for armcoents in the
Revolutionary War was mined ca
Tronmenger Moundain
Arnouncement of the couple's
donation to the school came at &
lunchean Wednesduy which was
held in the Phifer Learning Fe-
source Center of WPCE and was
attandad by the Hildebrands and
a number of exllege officials.
The land represants the larpect
single gift ever made to WECC

January 1591

Johnny and Abby Hildebrand are ple-
tored with a map of the 414-gere forest
area they are donating to Wﬁrzm
Piedmont Community College. The

Burke couple donates 414-acre
forest to WPCC for learning area

during its nearly 3-year history,
acoordlng e President Jim Rich-
ardson

“We're almply thrilled thal the
Hildebrands are enthissad enough
about this college and what we're
doing to ke this kind of gift,"
aaid Richardsen. "We soald't e

B'-Ml‘.‘?.]'ubm;
brand ¢ mnd Abby Hilde-

are n-'lﬂt'ﬁ of Burks
County and their families havea
lang history of involvement in the
eeanty's educationsl system.

Johany  Hildebrand's father,
George Hildehrand, served oo the
Burke County Schoo! Beard for
ANy years and was responsible
for the consolidation of the 18 ane
roor schools in the George Hilde-
brand community inle o
achoal, which was later named
for him_

Abby Hildebrand, who was
barn in the Bridgewater comemy-
nity, taught In the county s public
schoola for 19 years, From 1936 b0
1954, she end her husband also
ﬂPEl‘Ef,Ed the Jonus Ridge Com-
munity School during summer
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Hm[murllns, will be used as a learning

, according to WPCC of- -
ficials. {Photo by Alan Marder)

mantha,

Morganton attorney Bab Byrd,
who spoke briefly st the lun-
chom, ;;raised beth ef the Hilde-

15 for thedr role in education
ardd for their concern for Burke
County children.

“This forest will serve not only
a5 o monument to the Hilde
brands, but also to 811 that thy
have belleved In and worked
for,"” said Byrd,

Asked after the luncheon what
had Led to the gift to the collegr,
Abby Hildebrard said, *“This is
an oppartunity for Burke County
to preserve & wery historic
place."

Johnny  Hildebrand  ealled
Western Pledmeat “a fine schoal,
o very fine schoel,” and sdded
that he and his wife had Been
cansidering making the gift for
several years."

Richardson sald the possitle
ways the college can wse the 413-
aere tract ure “almest endiess
and added that an advisary beard
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Wil probabily beset up to deter;
1 mine appropriate uses. :
_“Certainly our biology and hor-
ticulture programs will be able to
make good use of the area,” he
said. “We've even talked about
setting up a pre-forestry program
which could also use it.”
_ Future plans for the area may
involve construction of a lodge
which could be used by the col-
lege staff for meetings and re-
treats and the development of a
public hiking or fitness trail.
“The area is really beautiful "
Richardson said. “If has a num-
ber of streams on it and some
realy pretty places. About the
only problem is trees downed by
Hurnrﬂmle Hugﬂ.“



