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- Ervin speaks at WPCC

U.8. Circuit Court of Appeals
Judge S8am J. Ervin III spcke at
Western Piedmont Community Col-
lege's Moore Auditorium recently to
commemorate the 200th anniver-
sary of the U.S. Constitution.

Ervin's lecture concerned the his-
tory of the Constitution, which is the
topic of WPCC's Fall Speaker's Fo-
rum,

Ervin opened his presentation by
reminding the audience that “the
Constitution was not written on a
clean glate;” its roots are based
firmly in Britain's Magna Carta.

He added that the founding fathers
borrowed greatly from the British
system of fundamental law, and
supported this statement with such
examples ag frial by jury, and duse
process by law, both of which were
borrowed from the Magna Carta.

He further stated that ideas were
also taken from the Declaration of
Independence. By remembering the
origins of the Constifution, Ervin
noted that we should not only thank
the framers of the Constitution, but
also free thinkers from many differ-
ent centuries, and across many na-
tional boundaries.

The main ider] that Ervin stressed
iz that the Constifution assured all
Americans the inherent right to pur-
sue happiness by guarding five free-
dormns.

These five freedoms are eco-
nomie, personal, political, intellec-
fual and religious. He elaborated
that happiness means many things
to many people, and that the great
advantage and strength of our 200-
year-old document is that it is flexi-
ble enpugh to allow for tremendous
variation.

Another advantage lies in its “'un-
absoluteness,' in that it can be
amended to keep pace with advanc-

" ing technology and society.

Ervin expressed opposition to a
movement which is currently at-
tempting to call a third constitu-
tional convention in order to re-write
the Constitution. This movement is
only a8 few states short of being

passed. '

Ervin feels that the movement is
being pushed by single-issue groups.

To conclude his presentation, Er-
vin reminded us that in 1987 we
Americans are not celebrating the
Constitution's origin 200 years ago
but rather Ameriea's ability to
maintain the integrity of the spirit of
such a document.

He closed by stating strongly that
while freedom is hard to acquire and
hard to maintain, it is very easy to
lose.

Other speakers for the fall speak-
ers’ forum include Charles Waldrup,
who will speak on Monday, Oet. 19.

He will be followed on Thursday,
Oct. 22, by Dr, Dennis Dorin, Profes-
sor of Political Science at the Uni-
versity of North Carolina at
Charlotte.

Both of these presentations will
take place at 7:30 p.m. in WPCC's
Moore Auditorium.
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