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n the moement you push the
button en yeur digital alarm
. early in the morning until you
wimk off your guartz-tuned television
.;%y end af the day IT atfects you.

IT:evokes a wide range of re-
gfges, from mild disdain to an
nast maniacal fanaticlsm. What
s IT
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Ml matter what your feelings
i# is o denying the fact that we
the midst of the most wide-
d technological revolution in
story of man since the inven-
of the Guttenburg printing

perhaps nowhere in Burke
¥ is this revolution moere evi-
ar in the Department of Engi-
g and Natural Seiences at
Fiedmont Commmunity Col-

! ently offering 25 different de-
tice.and certificate programs, the
department is dedicated to provid-
B1Z.the arez with a highly trained,
etent work foree to cope with
dvances and innovations in
e=s and industry,
Flfe field of drafting and design is
ime example of both the in-
me in technology and WPCC's
ation to keeping abreast of
advances.
aprints and design have been

an integral part of most manufactur-
ing development and design for de-
cades, Until recently these graphic
arts were alse the most tedieus and
time consurmning aspects of industry.

Tievisions to drawings reguired as
el tirne as the originals, With the
implementation of computer aided
drafting systems, revisions and
changes become simpler and much
less time consuming.

Aceording to Raymond Miller,
coordinator of drafting atl the col-
lege, once the basic drawing funda-
mentals are  attsined, the next
logical stap is to apply these abilities
Lo new drafting technologies.

"Being able to type or having
knowledge of computers is not a
prerequisitie to operating a CAD
systenmn, you enly need to be able to
draw. Probably the most important
aspect of the system is that revisiens
can be made in terms of minutes
instead of hours,™ he said.

Auto service

Another example of the impact of
technology on industry iz in auto-
motive service. Not too many years
ago most auto repairs were & matter
of & little common sense and a
crescent wranch,

This iz no longer the case says
Shirley Smith, coordinator of auto-
motive technologies, "Automotive
technicians today require intensive

igh technology vital part
many WPCC programs

training in not anly mechanie skills
but alsa in electronies and compuater
technologies.”

One amazing and exciling aspect
of the automotive program is the
training that students raceive with
the ‘Smartscope’ diagnostic com-
puter. This device is capable of
troubleshooting anything from indi-
vidual cylinder compressien o the
operation of turn signals with the
press of a butten,

Equipment and training such as
this are essential to a student who
wishes b compete in the autemotive
industry.

Ope major eoneern to members of
the manufacturing community is
that jobs will be jeopardized by
technotogy. “I'm going fo be ree
placed by & computer,” is an often
voiced comment,

WPLC is challenping this stitude
with new equipment and Innevative
training in the mechinist and ma-
ching operatiens programs. Ma-
chineg craftsmen can now receive
training on some of the most ad-
vanced eguipment available today,

Deviees such as the Emocotrun
340 pumberical control lathe enable
the college Lo answer industry's call
for well educated and technically
literate employees.

Agribusiness

Ewven a carecr as seemingly basie

Computers are evident throughout the school.

and down to earth as agribusiness
deesn't remain unscathed by high

technology, Students encolled in

WPCCs hortleulture program re-
cefve education and practicel study
eovering many aspects of the busi-
nezs including hands on experience
in the efficient, computer-controllad
climate of the campus greenhouss.
With thiz and the application of
other innovative ideas, students will
pain the knowledge and ereatlvity

necessary to cope with the demands”
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of an ever-shrinking world.

Finally, with the implementation
of computers and other new technol-
ogy aver such & diverse collection of
industries, there is a booming de-
mand for high-trained personnel to
dezign and maintain these systems.,

The Computer Engineering Tech-
nology program is designed to sat-
isfy this demand. Classrosm
instruction and hands—on exparience
ranging from electrical fundamen-
tals to computer architecture pro-

vide the sutdent with the ability to
intelligently deal with the demands
of computerized industry.

Recent trends indicate that the
South is gaining new status as the
technalogy center of the country.
Educsztional institutlons must stay
ahead of industry to provide the
persennel and training to maintain
and especially to promote this sta-
tuz, and the Department of Engi-
neering and Matural Sciences at
WPCC is cormmitted to this ideal.



