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Curiosity shou

BY SHERRY WILLIANSON
Wire Edilor

Whather il's how to fly &n air-
plane, how to grow gingeng or
how many g-forces an clevatur
produces, one Western Piedmant
Community College leecher has
spent a lifetime trying o quench
a ralentless eppetite for learning.
o MU always had 2 tremendous
curicsity,” said Fred Acoff, =
natural solence instructar, "'T've
always wanted to learn as much
as [ ean abaut everything, "

- Acuff, & 18-year instructor at
the college, teaches mostly cherms
istry and earth science,

» Y1 bove il said Acuff of his
professlon. VT guess getting stu-
dents intercsted in 4 cowrse and
watching themn learn is the pri-
mary reason [ da”

<A It s a field thal he st
love ziter having devoted alrmost
28 years lo lhe leaching prodes
sion. He has taught at Oak Hill
Echeal, Glen Alpine High Schaol,
Southwestern Junier College in
Keene, Texas, and at & Georgia
High Schnal.

Teaching the same subjects
has pever bocamme boring fer him
hacsusa “each time I have a new
bunch of sludenls, and I am try-
ing to (fgure oet o better and an
easier way - 1o cxplain sorne-
thing."'

Acuff also points Lo the innova-
tians in science during the Jast 20
years — innovations which cause
T 1o spensd at Leasl Jive hours &
waak reading to keap up with the

Burke
County
Profiles

As [or whal his Favorile subject
iz, Acull resists any attempt to
n&rTow him down to & particular
liedd af interest by saving. *1like
bezt whatever I'm tegching at a
Eiven moment .. I you becpme
too specialized it talkes the fun out
of ik ;

Acoff's netural curissity was
nuctured by his mother, who was
alse a teacher, 2nd by his carpen-
ter/plumber falher, who wanfed
his children to learn abour the
trades.

Losking back at fuig childhood,
Acull rermembered how an ordi-
nacy wals in the weods would
become a guestions and answer
SES5IOn.

“When we walked out in the
woads and found 2 bBird nest, we
had Lo find oul exactly whal kind
of bird lived init," ke said, T we
found bird eggs we had [ind out
what kind, if we fownd animal
tracks, we had to find oot what
kind of anitnal made them.

*“I'm sLill that way,' sald Acull
a2 he sat in his office filled wilh

stacks of books and rows of la-
beied boxes {illed with different
types of rocks,

*1 like Lo read everything. I
hawe to read everything T find.
It’s hard because it's lime can-
suming. T still have that eurfog-
ity

Cheutt's curicsily has caused

him to lezrn absut many things,
Cne of the moel rewarding is tha
hrill of flying. After learning to
fy in 1962, Acufi still has a pilot’s
licensze and is the advizer for the
WPOT Flying Club.

Hiz other Interests include
daing work &5 & contractor, and
raising and selling popesrn and
rinseng. He owns three irail
bikes and enjovs motercyeling as
wall a5 hiking.

Acwif and his wile, Chole, live
between Lake James and the fish
hatehery, and have been married
for abaut 3% years afler meeling
in collage.

He credils his wile with giving
hiim [ull support &nd encourage-
ment for his work, The couple has
three grown children and feur
grandchildren.

Anelder at Table Bock Seveath
Day  Adventizt Church, Acull
says he has been & tnemier of the
chucch for mest of his life and
thal il has had a major influence
an his lifestyla.

Originally intending to be a
dentist, Acutf said, “by the time [
Tinished college I knew T was not
interested in losking in people’s
mtuths all day.'

Contlnued pn page 50
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Ired Acuff in his Western Piedmont Iaboratory.




-

iiélcuff'pl&nsl

to travel

Continued from page 1C

" He instead pursued a hachelor
of science degree from Sauthern
- College of Seven Day Adventist
and later a master’s degree in
&eience teaching from the Uni-
verbit}' of North Dakota.
 Aculf moved from California to
Burke County when he was three
years old and except for a small
number of years nis home has
been here ever since.
. “I prefer western North Caro-
lina over any place I've seen,” ha
said
. ‘However, Acuff, who is eligibla
for retirement in about five
years, says fhat when he does
retire that he plans to travel.
+The reason why: “Traveling is
50 educational, it satisfies the
variosity, and learning about
anything . . . It doesn't make a
-difference what. I love it.
. “Whether it's heredity or not,
- Ive_always had a guestion I
wanted to find an answer ta,”
satd Acuff, who admits with a
srnile, that “not many people are
as-curions g5 I am.”
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