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-’Memorial needed

Sam J.

caders of this colunn are

for
assured that il is a free

:
[ :
: B lance production, that i

sreprasents the epinion of the writer
:nﬁi_ﬁ: howwever, il is hoped its read-
ters may Iind that it embodies =
sdeseription of ane kind of memorial
lh"ut winlid b pot only an apgropri-
sale tribute Lo Sz J. Ervin, It but a
:merrnml with the primary intent Lo
sprolong his influence among us, ol
¢t¢ burnish his name,
¢ Sueha memerial would have to he
[ g . r
=an entily in oand of ilself, whose
shopgng ina structure visible to the
sinbeZwonld sheller an active organi
Jrton whese existence and fune-
“itn‘ﬁ ng would enhance our
Flgireness of our nalionsl he aritage
anidincrease our vigilence to main-
Hirthat heritage by & continuing
'mgj"‘n;duul on in the history of our
ey, thereby cnliancing our wn-
ddrilanding that the unigue strace
furé o eur federated republic has
pitabled fale to smile benevalantly
Yipon us as & nation of peaple,
4 At present the possibility exisis
that such a memorial can be
#chieved if the plan vpen which il is
Pased can sorvive the gauntlet of
appraisals whose favorgble evaloa-
hm is needed,

< The general plan calls for the
j:rehmhmnr cornmnitment frem the
Jeirs of Sam J, Epvin, Jr. that his
dyome bacome 3 part of the public
tlomain Tor wse in keozsing & library
of locel history and genealegical

RELRT B
¢ It is hoped that his libravy still in
place in the dwelling would be aug-
mented by transferral there of the
recards now in the Morth Carclina

Fioom of the library on Seoth King

Flreet, the whale collection Lo consti-
dute a branch of the Burke County
ibrary 5_3,~=_lern ahd 1o be adminis-
ferad as such,’
| This project poses no the l.‘dt. 1o
public moneys, for in the plainest of
weords it would fay the foundation of
a1 endeavor thal may bocome a
public gbligation. Dr. H.G, Jones,
preminent historian, an the accasion
of a visit to Morganton, comrnented
wpon the need for caunties of the
slate to become active in the collee-
fion and maintenance of Mistorical
lecords.

s amae md At

¢+ He stated that the time is at band

when the cenlrs! historical collec-
Liang of the state cannot continue for
long being collectors and reposi-
lories of county historical materisls,
that the sheer volume of such re-
cords will reguire Ut the individual
pounties agsume that responsibility.
! This remack clearly indicates Uwat
such an institution 33 Dhere advo-
cated a3 a memorial {o Sam 1.
Ervin, Jr., iz (oreseen as & historical
necessily in the foresecabla future.

i The opinien is here stated that no
attempt o establish a perfect -
brary environment should delay the
use of the dwelling proposed loe the
housing of a library of local histori-
cal recorids.

« It should be remembered Lhat the

-

. tence of this memorial,

Ervin Jr.

Eunice
Ervin

libraey oo South King Street in Mor-
ganton began its existence na leftin
lhe dewntown business district, a
sinall area heated by a stove, with
access to it gained by climbing a
long Blight of stales,

Tl Jisterical records now housed
in the Morth Carclina Boom in the
library on South King Steeet were
assemblad in the fall of 1959 with
their opderly acrangement reguiring
many years of labor.

The Bucke Ceunly Historical Sg-
ciety nuctured  Lhis  collection
through the years of ils organiza-
tion, nel only supplying  labor
fheough one of its members bul
meney for the purchase of clerical
supplies and eqguipment as well

Fower than six county libraries in
tha state have eomparable collec-
tioms of local historical records.
However, its uniguencss as such
may perhaps have weakened its
claim for space in compelilion with
tha maore orthodox calegaries of
library agzeis,

In the small space it occuples, the
collection is out at clbow and =
minimum of pateons erowd the area.

The realization of such a memo-
rial as here depicted reguires the

« suppartive: interest of an grganiza-

tion. The most aulstanding candi-
late for this role would be the Burke

" County Historical Society, a- low

profile organization that neverthe-
less haz been the most active in the
preservation of loeal hislorical re-
cords but has alse, through its
sponsorslip  of two  publications
made pur county one of the besi
dacumented in the state,

This seciety, if approached, might
be willing to assume the responsibil-
ity for a definite period 1o be decided
by that society of raizing funds to
estahlish this memorial,

Me mention has been made of the
Bepefits that would acerse to the
Burke Counly Schoels from the exis-
but such
benefils could be extensive,

Chifdren who would entor the re-
deddicated home of Sar J. Brvin, Jr.
wantld undoulledly be stimulatad by
awsrgness thal a man lived there
whia was held by the nalion Lo hayve
been a greal ma,

Tle memarial deseribed in this
writing would undeubledly have
pleased that man, and this writer is
of the epinon thal he would have
liked for his beloved things, his
baaks, to remain where he left them
Lo continue the work he had to aban-
dan.



