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In the f1ght tu combat the na-

tionwide nursing shortage, three
area hospitals have joined to- ..
gether to add a year-long nursing -
position to the roster at Western ©

Piedmont CUII'.IIIIUIIItj’ CulIege in
Morganton.

. The culieges Westem Pied-
mont Foundation Ine. announced
Tuesday that to expand quality

nursing services in the area,

Grace, Valdese Gennral and Mc-' 4

Dowell huspitals are funding a

full-time nursing instructor posi-

tion at the college.

“Local hospital officials have £l

been fighting the nursing short-

“age for more than a year. The -
nurs[ng c:risls whmh is also grip- . ; :
p]_ng the rest nf thE natfan s S

Movermber 2, 1988
e

with a further cum.lmtmant s

creating a h‘e.mendmls demanﬂ
for nursing graﬂuates e

Gary . Jennings, ﬂirector afr

 WPCC’s Allied Health Division,
_said the new position will allow..
the mllege tl_:r mslruct more stu.-

dents,

five additional freshmen students..-
this fall and a sum_'tar number

“over and ahove that fivein fﬂﬂﬂﬂ-

mg years,” » Jennings said. “.ﬂm

3 The addntmn‘uf th:s mstructnr
h::- our staff is allowing us to admit...»

increase in enrollment obvio
would lead to a larger pool ¢
qualified nurses in the region.”. “
The three hospitals have ane i
tively donated $25,000 to emplu'
the one full-time nursing ins
tor for the 198889 fiscal year
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similar funding for up to two
more years, for a total gift of
$75,000.

The college currently has 11
full-time and part-time nursing
instructors, producing an aver-
age of 30 graduates per year.

Administrators at the three
hospitals said they have a keen
interest in seeing more graduates
come from WPCC after a survey
of nurzes was done at each hospi-
tal.

Jack Taft, chief executive offi-
cer for Grace Hospital, gaid the
survey showed that 45 percent of
his nurses graduated from
WPCC.

Valdese General President Bob
Luse sald over two thirds of his
nurses received degrees from

WPCC, with Les Donahue, ad-
ministrator of the McDowell hos-
pital saying half of his nurses
received degrees from WPCC.
This cooperative efforf, the
first of its kind at WPCC, was
spearheaded by Taft.

“The idea originated durlng a
conversation with (WPCC Presi-
dent) Jim Richardson,” Taft
zaid. “The college has received a
federal grant that will help in-
crease retention of nursing stu-
dents. It doesn't, however, allow
for mcreased enrui]mem 'in the
program,”|

Taft said, “It's an impﬂrtant
day because we have done two
things: create a way for hospitals
to work together and a way for
our hospital to Wnrk within the
mnununil‘.}' R Vs




