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New J TPA progra;m:ﬂ

offers opportumty"

By KEVIN ELLIS
News Herald Staft Writer

For some single parents, childeen of w

a]iam-dnpand.ml perents. or
pan];leﬂmturajmata]awmmtm thelr lives, opportunity is peen as just a
war

Many mmmwmcmmmmwnupdwmmm i

anly alighu,:.r above milnlmum wege.

And worse than the low pay s rha reallty that thalr banafita mmm
they do begin work, actually making It more profitabls to stay hama. .

AL Weatern Piedm:-nt Community College, eo effort s und.u'ww to
break this tragie cyele.

Brian Moses, 3, Sue Smith, 30, andDummStuin.'ﬂ.ﬂbﬂ ﬁ.mm

nine petple purﬂc:pamlgmamwdabmum Pa.rtrmhipmiﬂgrm .

' regently started at WEPCC.

Tmtmeamm?hawfwmmwhmunmﬂdtdmm
program which ls designed to help the dlspdvantaged recelve job tralndng

50 they can become qualified for better paying jobs as machine operators.
lnFehru.u:ytheyhﬂp-etnbalbeErstgmduaﬂngclnaamdbaalp]ntngﬂn
good Job ab good wages and break the walfera cycle. |

"I eould go out and work for aunkum esamawhera,bntmlt'.lmt
going to pay my bills or fesd my two boya,” Smith sald, "Lmldnotﬂuia "
good Job with the skills [ had. -

'B&fnreIstaﬂedtmsmerﬂnIdldn'tHhemamif houh“-mn&dmu
Ma dieestion. Nobody likes to ba on welfars,

“1 was really beglﬂ:dngtuwmabuutwhmmamdmymboﬂmm
be in five years, even twe years " she sald. "It was dark. Thera wes no
lght altlha end of the rainbow lltﬂpﬁﬁiﬂem. That's bad, real bad. It's a
senry feeling

“T'm dolng this for me, but I'malmdninaitinrm?mm They dao't '/

Uke being on welfare,” Smith sald, “There are things you have to do,

Nobody's there for my bays —only me, Twant t dat but Thave todo’ —

for them "
The JTPA money the nine shedents recﬁwahﬂlpsmmmmmd

scheal expenses, but also helps them get over gome of the barriers that .

would have beld them back, said Helen Keller, the program'a

“Ome of the kerﬂﬂmga[nrpmrpmp'utnbublehmatuadmnlilhw )

mzya:agnmghgethsremihwﬂmymgomgtohkﬂmdﬂﬁr_-_

children st home,” Keller sald.

‘Itsn.utthatthe:.?d.uu’tw.untt{rcnmeboadm],hrtdﬂthwhlﬂm
maney to pay for child cere, tuition, beoks, transpartation?

‘wsthﬂxlapmgrnmwereahlemuav, Ywmammmhrd,
and we'll help you get over the barriers that may be holding you back""
+. Steinhdlber was ezrning $4.25 un hour working in the restaurant of a locsl

- hotel. But she has two young daughters that peeded care. She sald it gotto

the point whers it was elther work to pay for child care, nndhwabmaﬂn
it oF stay at hame and recelve more benefits, .

“When [ was working my food stamps were eut dovwn, myﬂFDC[Mdbb
Famllies with Dependent Children) wes cut and oy baby sitting bill was -
470 a week," ahe sald."It's hond to work ap $4.25 an hour and have twe ;0

Ewerund-thrbe-years-old, it
chlld.r:i_':m PRy ooy mfﬁtﬂ‘ 'wwﬂv%""l"tm

o T

R mmwmﬂmmmmm 5

mlmer you're bringing e, I had to say, 'If I don't get any mers AFDC
meney, my children will starve’,** she said., "Ihadhqﬂuudgﬂu,ﬁmﬂ
I'u].l—tiim. 1]
Sr,emhllberaudwhmshequthuresmuranxjahuhaphnnadmmum
scheal, and because of the program, she can.
“e all want to work end belter ursalves and Ectﬁﬂtbhmmlﬁ.

We want to support ourselves, When we got on welfare, we hid all hf & low

palnt In our Uves, but we're now ell trylng to help ourselves, Yaum‘tbu
failure If youl try, and that's what wa're dolng — we'rs trylng.

“T'm determined to make it through this. T have to. My children arg
cmmt[ngmm They're all the motivetion I need," she sald, |

"This prograem (9 a furning point ln my 1. Imﬁ}'hl?amﬂduph :
flrst part of my life, but I'tn learndng,” Stelnhllber sald, "'I‘hi.li.nd.eﬂnihly
going to benefit me and my chlldren In the loog run . - )

Maodes dropped out of s¢hool in the ninth grade. s

At 14, }mjutwanudm"pmty”Heuidhaduﬂmdmuwuﬂ
work he'd be able bo get, :

He lives with hls mother, who gets AFDC, smtwujmmsﬂ'bmthm Hs
1z now warking on his General Equivalency Diplama (GED) and sald b
nesads to eomplete this program and eamn a good wage to support thein,

“T want to b in this progrem for my future,” ha said. "] stlll Hve st homa
with tny mother and two younger brothers, 30 {88 not just for my future,
bt theic's alse. When you live at bome, you ses everyday how tough ft ls
for them to pay bills. ¥ou knew you have to do semething,” he said. .-

“Ma trying to get my GED 18 what sturted It for me. Helen Keller told ma
abaut thiz class because T am unskilled, andmeat‘umrumlhﬂnmer
gotten a good job iz becanse T am wnakilled” he sald. !

YT know a 1ot of people without a future, no job, mnducaﬂm—ldm't

want to be like that, It's a very unhappy tine to be without a good job,™

Mnsass.a.ld

a.Jntulpmplasa.yynucmtwm!nrnpporhmﬁ?mtmekmrwm
— It mEver will. Ihnpamatpeoglewtthmwhnmwmungfm*qmwmv
to kmock will get up and open the door with thiz program, ' he gald. *

“Three manths aga [ was down-and-out, The harder I tried, the worss
things got. T just dlda't know what ta do. When the classes came along, 1
dedicated mysel! to start continulng my education, 3

*“Things loak a lat better now," Moses sald. L K

A new elass will begin In November, nmmpumm:ldmm
the Burke County Departrment of Social Sarvices or call Helen Keller at 437-
&0,
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