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Master Folklorist At Work

Staley Micks of Vilas entertzims 2 Weatern Prodimont Comununity
College audience Monday with & mixture of mountain Lales, ghost
sories and folk music More thin 400 people attended the cuncert

a2l

(USPS-243220)

by the nationally known master (ol uriist, who has been named &
“National Treasure” by the Smithsoniun Lnstitution A story aboul
Hicks is on Page 1B

Folklorist Stanley Hicks Of Vilas Spins His Yains While Children Hang Spellbound On Every Word At WPCC

Mountain Tales Spellbind Burke

By BIENT CHILDENS
MNecord Siatt Webrer

MORGANTON — 1t took tiuybe »
goals brisile before histences knew
ey wece ln for about two hours of
mountalin-grown salerialament when
Stanley icks of Vifas began hix first
Tolktale
Mors than W0 people attended
Mck's concert of mountaln (ules,
£host sorles #nd fulk music ki West-
2rm Piedmont Commanlty College an
Monday.

A person didn'l nesd much more
than & Jiggec of sease 1o realize why
Hicks. 2 nationatly known snaster folk
artiat, has been named u “Nauonsl
Teasure by the Sauthsonisn In-
silution

Both chitdren and adull can relale
16 the simple #acedoles of the Ap-

aiachiaa storyleller's renditions of

e Jack Tules, Grandlather Tatey
sad “some ol them olhers."

The young ‘uns were sittia” just &

Khosts and wicked witches who barn
2d lutu cats al midaight

Dite childs en would open ther eyes
wide us Hick's lowered nis volce to
speak of ghostly creutures and thea
Juenp with exciteimeat and luaght
Micks exclalmed, “to geleh

Micks' putural storyleling und
singlng talents louch almnos) cyery
emotion

Listeners gol plumb cumfluticrsd
us Hicks spoke of nidnight's 12 black
cars — & brew ol witches by day
Jach, the waln churacter In the Jack
Tules. severcd the Jelt puw of vae of
e cats e neat day Juck's frlead
found s wile in bed sick — her left
hand hud been cul off xad 11 ol hee
women f11ends stoud by hes bedaude

Fisteners laughed al Mick's hunor
and erled — a5 Mlicks cried — when he
sang aboul wantlng 10 38y, “hey 1o
Mo and Dad Just one moe tme "

Micks closed the perforaance by
lightin' toto some hia famous Natioot
dancing o 1he sound of & homemade
fretleas “banjer ”

The entlre audience way clapping

hoop ad & holler awiy — thele llen- xlong s Micks danced u lancy slep (0

lon counplelely caplivated by the
{magination of the Toyer ohl Ticks
a3 he told tales of walking catfish,

T the upbeat twne on the dulchner —

layed by lua nephew Frank Proftin
PCC vislting artist

The audicnce uppluvding

1
ven luudec a3 Micks falshed the
perlormunce

1 ke the crowds more (ki any
Wilg — especially the young "uns.”
ficks suld after lie concerl “You
cun have

Lot of lun with the young
pl soma of ‘e get u litllg

) wa telling “The Lig Toe' one
Ane und wil the lude kida werg sittla’
up front A big ol lady wes slilln
bendnd the Ads und sald she wasn't
scared of wo lale

That wis the lady | winted 10 tell
Il

“When 1 beat down und whispered
next 1o hier and then bollered 'to getch
you, ahe sald, ‘dama you.™

1haald, 1 wida'l ik you were
scared

She sald, T wasn't — | thought you
were going 10 prab me

Bom fa the Beuver Faom com-
munlly of $tone Mounluin, Hlicks
furmed and cul Gmber lor « living
smost bl lile al Lieech Creex

Authar Richurd Chuse visited the
Becch Croek area In the early 19408
and atter Nstening to natlve R M
Ward Lell ihe Jack Tales, he declded
10 publlsh the stogies

The Wards, ke the Hickses, wers
descendants of Councll Huvmon,
Irom whoun e tales we said Lo have
orignaled »

Histoelsns from the Siithsonian
Inatitution b the carly 19703 began
looklng (o1 ancestors of Couacil sad
{ound ne storytelling talents of the
mountaln (ulk something 16 treasare

Each year, the Smitlsonian con
ducts fotklore lealivals ia Washinglon
for the folk artlsts 1o peclocmn their
arts and display thelr ane.

Hicks hus beca Lelling the stories
for sudlences acrusy lhe country sin-
ce 1973

Me uses the money he makes from
concerts snd selling bls humemade
duleimers o supplement & §150 &
month Social Security check — which
helps pay hid wile's 1200 3 moath
nurslug home bili

1 ke 10 do more conceits — |
couliuse lhe money — but I'in gettlung
on lnage wad can'l go like fuse 1o,
Hick vad

“1 would 1f 1 could

“Tne people is what 1love aboul 1t
1 wouldn't be here M it wasa't for
then They're good people — good
American people — and | appreciate
I




