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FOREWOR

From dream to reality. Western Piedmont

Community College has arisen from the minds

of its founders. The idea of W.P.C.C. was con

ceived and shaped into a reality by these great

men for but one purpose: to lend guidance

and aid to the future leaders of our nation in

their quest for truth. What once was but an

idea, conceived in hope for the future of our

naiion.^^jiream shaped by men who were

willing to toil at the task of making that dream

a reality, is now by evidence of "The Happen-

~tng"a reality.
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Western Piedmont Community College

Is

Having A Birthday!! 25 Years

"— History of WPCC

Birthday Party

April 2,1989, marked the twenty-fifth anniversary of founding of Western Piedmont
Community College. WPCC will be celebrating this anniversary with a series of

events designed to allow the Burke County community to become involved in the
activities.

In celebration of twenty-five years of phenomenal growth and development,
Western Piedmont Community College has scheduled a series of events and activities

commemorating its history of cooperation and support with Burke County. The

highlight of the celebrations undoubtedly took place on the evening of Apil 22 from 6

until 9 p.m., when a very special twilight blues concert was expected to draw crowds

to the College's campus. Burke County native Etta Baker headlined the show, which

also featured musicians Elbert Phillips and his Bluegrass Band; Walter Iiniger, a

blues musician and historian from Mississippi; and Burke County's own David Wise.

The charter granted to Burke County by the North Carolina Community College

System to establish Western Piedmont Community College was actually the result of

two-and-a-half years of hard work by such prominent Burke County citizens as Dr.

E.W. Phifer, Jr. and W. Stanley Moore, both of whom lobbied both locally and in

Raleigh to make the College a reality.

Their hard work was ratified by the voters of Burke County on March 21,1964, when

a one million dollar bond issue and new tax levy for construction of the College's

campus passed by a 17:1 margin —the highest level of support shown for any new

college across the state.

With a Board of Trustees meeting for the first time in June of 1964, Dr. Herbert F.

Stallworth was appointed as the College's first president in September of that year.

WPCC's first Continuing Education classes were offered in January 1965, and the first

curriculum class of 417 students was enrolled in September, 1966.

Under the leadership of Dr. Gordon C. Blank, appointed President in 1967, WPCC

dedicated its permanent campus in May of 1969 with five buildings completed.

Construction of campus buildings continued to keep pace with rapidly increasing

enrollments at the College. Construction was completed on the Engineering Building

in 1971, and a Student Services building was finished in September of 1977. Dr. Wilmon

H. Droze became WPCC's third President in July of 1979, and the next year, the

College enrolled a record 8,238 students in Continuing Education courses. An Allied

Health/Criminal Justice building was completed in June, 1980, with Appalachian

Regional Commission funds. Current President Dr. Jim A. Richardson was appointed
in August 1981, a Horticulture Greenhouse was built on campus with funds solicited by

the Western Piedmont Foundation, Inc., and the first Human Resources Development

class was enrolled at the Courthouse Square facilities in September, 1982.
By the time September, 1985, had rolled around, a new vocational shop facility had

been built, the College had established offices at the Morganton-Burke Senior Center,

and enrollment in curriculum and continuing education courses topped 10,000

students — one in every six adults in Burke County was involved in some aspect of

their community college.

In 1985, WPCC continued its support of the needs of Burke County residents,
establishing a Sex Equity Project to help women enroll in programs which had

traditionally been filled with male students. The Western Piedmont Foundation, Inc.,
awarded the first of a series of annual Excellence in Teaching Awards to Biology
instructor Ruby Pharr in 1986.Last year, the citizens of Burke County again affirmed

their faith in and support of their community college by supplying $1.3 in local

donations and pledges for the new $4 million Dr. E.W. and Mary Adair Phifer

Learning Resources Center.

Calendar of Events

1st — 5th Annual Western Piedmont Foundation, Inc. Invitational Golf

Tournament. Mimosa Hills Country Club.

1st — Great Decisions Lecture 6 — "Horn of Africa: Empty Cornucopia?"
Old Burke County Courthouse, 6:30-9:30 p.m.

8th — Great Decisions Lecture 7 — "International Drug Traffic: An
Unwinnable War?" Old Burke County Courthouse, 6:30-9:30 p.m.

11th — Congresswoman Shirley Chisolm lectures in Moore Auditorium at
7:15 p.m. The public is invited to attend this presentation by one of
America's leading black politicians.

15th-19th — Pioneer Week

18th — Student Government Association's Annual Spring BBQ, 4:30-7:30

p.m. at the WPCC pond.

26th — Graduation Party; Hawaiian Luau at the WPCC pond, 4:30-8:30 p.m.

13th — Storyteller Jackie Torrence will weave her magic on stage in Moore
Auditorium at 7:30 p.m. Children of all ages are welcome to this free event.

JULY

4th—7th Annual Independence Day Fireworks Spectacular. Join over 10,000

visitors from Burke and surrounding counties as we celebrate the Fourth of
July together! Come early and spend the day with us.

The Pioneer Press wiil attempt to accurately cover the
current school year at Western Piedmont Community Col
lege. Community events, state events, and world events will
be reported as they affect the college community.
The publication of the papeir wffl be an exercise in accu

racy, responsibility, objectivity, and independence and will
not be a pabMc relations tool for any part of the school.

: The pioneer press staff acknowledges at all tiroes its

JUNE

1st — Graduation at CoMMA of Spring and Summer graduates, 7 p.m.
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88-'89 A
Jonesboro Storytelling
By PAUL WARDZINSKI

At some point in our educational careers, all of

us have crammed for an exam, pulled an all-

nighter, or learned just enough to pass the course,

more interestingly, we have also had that familiar

feeling of forgetting almost everything the minute

the test was over.

Even so, most of us would agree that real

learning isn't valuable unless it is memorable,

even permanent, and to be so, it has to be mean

ingful as well as touch us personally. The feeling of

really learning something important and personal,

worthwhile and fun, is what brings back a group of

WPCC alumni, teachers, and friends of the school

every year to the storytelling festival in

Jonesboro, Tennessee.

Bringing students to the weekend-long storytel

ling event, held the first week in October, has

become a tradition for Dr. Cheryl Oxford, WPCC's

Drama Coordinator, which dates back to 1983.

She has introduced a variety of students to the

event, sponsored by the National Association for

the Preservation and Perpetuation of Storytelling,

which features storytellers from all over the

country. The stories they pass on, told in open-air

circus tents, range from traditional to modern,

American to international, humorous to wise.

These nationally-known storytellers reflect the

renaissance storytelling has undergone in the last

decade. Hardly anyone can attend without learn

ing something from the stories, while being enter

tained and enchanted by the storytellers all at the

same time.

Usually, Western Piedmont's students, both

former and new, camp out for the weekend in a

field outside of Jonesboro.

This year was no exception as former students

now attending schools in Boone and in Chapel Hill,

others living as far away as Charlotte and even

New York City braved freezing Tennessee moun

tain night-time temperatures to reunite and camp

for the weekend.

Included in this year's returning group of stu

dents were Toby and Cathy Stephans ('84), Pam

Walker ('85), Bob Devriss ('84), Tonya Walker

('85), and Susan Jennings ('85).

Education is effective when it really makes a

lasting contribution to a person's life. It's clear the

annual Jonesboro Storytelling Festival has be

come a permanent part of these people's lives.

Handicapped Services at WPCC

By RITA TESTER

Western Piedmont has a variety of

services for the Handicapped offered in
Student Services to aid students with

various types of handicaps. Some of
these include the hearing impaired, the
visually impaired, and the orthopedi-

cally impaired students. There are cur

rently 30 handicapped students at

Western Piedmont. Of these 30, only one

student is visually impaired.

The hearing impaired program at

Western Piedmont was started in 1981.

Today there are 27 hearing impaired

students at WPCC. Interpreters and note-

takers are provided for the hearing im

paired students. These interpreters are

paid $6.00 to $18.00 depending on their

level of certification. The two main levels

of certification are state and national.

Some of the other services for hand
icapped students include providing note-

takers, tutors, readers and writers for
the students based on their individual

needs. The notetakers are requested to

attend a notetaking workshop so that
they are properly trained in how to take

good notes in class. The tutors are se

lected by the teachers in the department

that the student needs assistance in. The

students show their readers, writers, and

notetakers what to do for them.

The notetakers, readers, and writers

are paid $3.75 an hour. In addition, ortho-

pedically impaired students are provided

with mobility assistances and transpor

tation costs.

The handicapped services at Western

Piedmont are very helpful to the students
who use them. In the years to come, the
handicapped student services will evolve

to meet the needs of the special students.

Sherry Proctor, Coordinator for the
handicapped services, does a wonderful
job in providing services essential to the
handicapped students here at Western

Piedmont Community College.

m *&

Jonesboro Trip, October, 1988

County Commissioners

Face off in Cafeteria

By PAULA SHUPING

Candidates for seats on the

Burke County Board of Commis
sioners broughtcampaign issues

home to WPCC students when
the Western Piedmont Division

of Humanities and Social Sci

ences presented a Fall Speakers'

Forum.

Candidates gave four speeches

from October 31 through Novem

ber 3. The highlight of the series,
however, was a debate between

Republican Jerry McMahon and

Democrat Martha Hemphill.

The debate was held in the G-

Building Cafeteria on November
3 from 12:30-1:30 p.m. The cafe

teria was full of people inter-
ested in the county

commissioner's race.

Martha Hemphill, the Demo

cratic candidate for county com

missioner, told of her service in

the community, career as a tea

cher, and her work as a trustee

at Western Piedmont. Hemphill

talked of the changes she would
make as county commissioner of

Burke County. One of her major

concerns was trash and waste

problems.

Incumbent Republican County

Commissioner, Jerry McMahon,

spoke next. Mr. McMahon also

stated how much he loved this

county and of the progress his

leadership had given it. He

stressed what an important job

county commissioner is and that

he thinks he's the man for the

job.

Both candidates did a fine job
expressing their concerns and

views.

September

17th - Intercollegiate Canoe

Races

21st — Reception for Visiting Art

ist; Beth Rankin

26th — elected senators for Stu

dent Government Association

29th — 'Parsley Wreaths and Bay'

performed on campus

29th — Alex Huppe Lecture on

Campus

29th — SGA Annual Fall BBQ

October

4th — Student Government Asso

ciation voted to make child care a

priority issue during 1988-89 aca

demic year.

7th — John Maxwell lecture on

campus.

13th — Professional storyteller —

Ed Stivender on campus

16th —22nd' — Alcohol Aware

ness Week

1 gth — Alcohol Awareness Day at

WPCC

20th — President's Cabinet Lun

cheon

December

1 st — Fall Speakers' Forum begins 16th — Annual Christmas Dance

1 st — Ed Williams from The Char

lotte Observer to speak

1 st — Lecturer William Herbert Pe

terson

2nd — County Commissioner's

Election debate

14th — Drama class presented,

"The Trojan Women"

19th — Drama "The Effect of

Gamma Rays on Man-ln-The-Moon

Marigolds" performed

20th — Joseph Sobol, storyteller

on campus

2nd - Hanr

13th-Martin

memberance c

20th - WPCC

sition of Senati

brary

25th - 'The A:

was performed

iting Artists

28th - Lewi

ance hosted b

dation, Inc. at
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AR IN REVIEW
Bradstreet On Stage

Bradstreet on Stage

By BILLY JARRETT

As a student of American Literature, I

was very interested in a oral interpretation

of Anne Bradstreet's poetry that was per
formed earlier this year. The program,

entitled "Parsley Wreaths and Bay," fea

tured Western Piedmont Community Col

lege English instructor, Debra
Wilmesherr, and Dr. Cheryl Oxford, coor

dinator of Performing Arts. Mrs. Wilme

sherr presented the oral interpretation,
while Dr. Oxford adapted the poetry and
devised the script.

According to Mrs. Wilmesherr and Dr.

Oxford, the purpose in presenting the oral
interpretation was to help American Liter

ature students better understand not only
Bradstreet's poetry, but the Puritan style
of writing as well.

The presentation began with some back

ground information about Anne Brads

treet's life. Among Bradstreet's poetry

presented were "The Flesh and the Spirit,"

"To My Dear & Loving Husband," "In

Memory of My Dear Grandchild Elizabeth

Bradstreet ...," and "Here Follows Some

Verses Upon The Burning of Our House

July 10th, 1666."

The presentation closed with Brads

treet's poem, "Long for Heaven," being

recited.

For the serious students, the presentation

was well worth seeing and the time and

effect given by Wilmesherr and Oxford
justified.

One of the most emotional parts of the
presentation was when Wilmesherr Brads
treet kissed the paper on which she had
written "To My Dear & Loving Husband."

In terms of achieving their goal, Wilme
sherr and Oxford's performance was excel
lent. The presentation not only succeeded
in helping students to better understand
Bradstreet's poetry and the Puritan style of
writing, but also helped them enjoy and
appreciate her work as well.

Alcohol Awareness

By STEVE STROUP

'Alcohol Totaled This Car in 30

Seconds—How Much Damage Can

You Do,' was the sign posted in

front of a car in the cement yard on

October 19,1988 — Alcohol Aware

ness Day!

Every year the Student Govern

ment Association at WPCC spon

sors a week of Alcohol Awareness.

This year the events day included

video tapes, mock-tails (alcohol-

free cocktails) and a car bash.

Oak Park Salvage Company do

nated a car that was completely

demolished by students with sled

gehammers. Many of these stu

dents found that they could barely

swing twice with a sledgehammer

in 30 seconds.

The thought associated with what

damage could happen if you drink

and drive became a reality after

seeing strong, healthy young men

do little damage compared to alco
hol.

On this day, the Student Govern

ment Association definitely in

fluenced many students.

There was a turnout of about 300

students for the event. Of these 300,

though, if one student got the mes

sage — 'Don Drink and Drive' —the

day was a success. Alcohol Awareness Day at WPCC, October 19,1988.

January

Hangover Day

- Martin Luther King, Jr. Re-

irance on campus

- WPCC Announced Acqui-

if Senator Sam Ervin Jr. Li-

■ The Actor & The Assasin'

rformed on campus by Vis-

tists

- Lewis Grizzard appear-

ssted by the WPCC Foun-

Inc. at CoMMA.

February

1st — Red Cross Blood mobile

was on campus

14th — Italian Romance

27th — Thank Goodness it's over

(end of quarter doughnuts and cof

fee)

14th-

Jones

15th -

March

- clarinet recital by Eugene

- Joseph Sobol (storyteller)

performed on campus

17th -

18th -

19th -

21st-

- Shamrock hunt on campus

- Children's Theatre

- Annual kite Day

- Senator Terry Sanford vis-

ited WPC

3rd -

bration

5th —

22nd -

April

■ 25th Anniversary Cele-

Ray Jeffenes Day at WPCC

- Annual Alumni Associa-

tion meeting at WPCC

22nd - "

Lawn

- Outdoor Concert on the

1st —

11th

May ~ ft

■
May Day

— Congresswoman Shirley

Chisholm lectures on campus -*■

15th-19th — Pioneer Week

18th

24th

26th

1st -

— Annual Spring BBQ

— Awards Day

— Graduation Party

June

GRADUATION!!!

—, ..,. , i
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Historical Highlights

SIGNIFICANT WPCC EVENTS

1962-1989

January, 1962 Dr. Edward W. Phifer, Jr., president of Morganton Kiwanis, appoints special subcommittee,

chaired by Dr. J.B. Helms, to establish a junior college in Burke County.

March, 1962 Morganton Chamber of Commerce meets with civic club presidents to advocate college.

December, 1962 Dr. William C. Archie, director of N.C. Board of Higher Education, speaks to Kiwanis Club.

March, 1963 Burke Delegation of Dr. E.W. Phifer, Jr., Dr. J.B. Helms, W. Stanley Moore, and Dan R. Simpson

appear before the N.C. General Assembly to support the Carlyle Commission Report.

July, 1963 Governor Terry Sanford and the N.C. General Assembly approve creation of N.C. Community College

System.

November, 1963 Burke County submits formal application to the N.C. State Board of Education.

January, 1964 N.C. State Board of Education approves Burke County site.

March, 1964 Irvin E. Carlyle speaks in Morganton in support of bond issue to establish college.

March 21,1984 Burke County voters approve one million dollar bond issue and new tax levy for college by 17:1

margin — the highest support of any across the state.

April 2,1964 Burke County receives charter for the community college.

June 1,1964 First meeting of the Board of Trustees.

September, 1964 Dr. Herbert F. Stallworth appointed as first president.

October, 1964 Burke's college is named Western Piedmont Community College.

January, 1955 First Continuing Education classes offered.

September, 1966 First Curriculum students enroll (417). Construction begun on new campus.

August, 1967 Dr. Gordon C. Blank, Dean of Instruction, becomes second preside
April, 1967 Western Piedmont Foundation is incorporated to encourage and develop public snd private support for

the College, becoming the second Foundation within the NCCCS. Original Groundbreaking

Original Board of Trustees

June, 1968 First degree students graduate.

December, 1968 WPCC accredited by the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools.

May, 1969 With five campus buildings completed, dedication ceremony is held on permanent campus.

September, 1971 Construction completed and first Engineering Sciences classes taught in F-Building; classesand

labs completed in E-Building.

June, 1973 Associate Degree Nursing Program receives accreditation by National League for Nursing, one of only

five in N.C.

July, 1977 New G-Building completed with a $1 million State grant, contains office space for student services,

classroom space, and a cafeteria for students, faculty, and staff.

July, 1979 Dr. Wilmon H. Droje appointed third President.

April, 1980 W. Stanley Moore Hall and Frank Patton Hall named for two outstanding friends of the College.

June, 1980 H-Building addition completed with Appalachian Regional Commission funds for Criminal Justice,

Dental Assisting, and Nursing programs.

October, 1980 First Telecommunications courses offered via satellite in Continuing Education Division.

August, 1981 Dr. Jim A. Richardson appointed as the College's fourth President.

July 4, 1982 First Independence Day Celebration and fireworks display brings thousands to WPCC campus.

July, 1982 Continuing Education Division receives $46,000 grant for compensatory education for programs at

Western Carolina Center.

September, 1982 The Courthouse Square opens in downtown Morganton for Human Resources Development and

extension classes.

September, 1983 First computerized registration utilizing new PRIME Computer.

September, 1983 Over 2,000 curriculum students enroll this fall.

April, 1984 WPCC celebrates 20th anniversary. Over 3,000 curriculum degrees and diplomas, 3,500 high school

diplomas, and more than 60,000 continuing education certificates have been awarded.

June, 1984 WPCC establishes office at the Morganton-Burke Senior Center.

July, 1985 WPCC Drafting Program receives $40,000 grant to install computer aided design equipment.

August, 1985 Dedication Ceremonies held for new Vocational Shop facility.

September, 1985 College enrollments produce highest ever budget FTE of 2,555. WPCC tops 10,000 students

enrolled this year, reaching one in six adults in Burke county.
June, 1982 Greenhouse built on campus thanks to funds solicited by Western Piedmont Foundation, Inc.
September, 1985 Students in programs which traditionally enroll mostly men begin to receive support from the

Sex Equity Project with Carl D. Perkins Vocational Education Act Funds.
May, 1986 Ruby Pharr, Biology instructor, awarded first annual Western Piedmont Foundation Excellence in

Teaching Award.
July, 1987 WPCC receives $28,000 Criminal Offenders grant for special project at Western Correctional Center.
February, 1988 Blueprint for PROGRESS capital campaign ends with $1.3 million in local donations and pledges

for the Dr. E.W. and Mary Adair Phifer Learning Resources Center.

March, 19S8 Alumni Association formed.
April, 1988 Administrative staff invited to make presentation at American Association of Community and Junior

College's national conference in Las Vegas on "Five Years of Planning — Not a Five Year Plan".
April, 1988 Groundbreaking ceremony for construction of new Dr. E.W. and Mary Adair Phifer Learning

Resources Center.

July, 1988 WPCC receives three-year $345,000 federal grant for student stipends in the Associate Degree Nursing

program.

August, 1988 Southern Association of Colleges and Schools accepts campus "Five Year Report" required for

accreditation.
August, 1988 Parking and Basement construction completed at Morganton-Burke Senior Center with grants from

WPCOG, NC Legislature, and City of Morganton.
September, 1988 Burke County Schools and WPCC begin cooperative tracking system for high school dropouts.
November, 1988 Small Business Center opens at Burke County Chamber of Commerce with special grant from

Department of Community Colleges.

January, 1989 Western Piedmont Foundation, Inc., completes first Annual Giving Campaign by surpassing its
185,000 goal to provide funds for instructional development, the Burke Collegiate Scholarship program, summer

minorities program, cultural enrichment events, and endowment.
February, 1989 WPCC and Caldwell Community College and Technical Institute receive joint funding for a

Focused Industrial Training program.

March, 1989 WPCC presentation of "A Comprehensive Institutional Effectiveness Model" at American

Association of Community and Junior Colleges national conference in Washington, D.C.
March, 1989 Western Piedmont Community College accepts donation of the late Senator Sam J. Ervin, Jr.,

personal library collection.

March, 1989 WPCC selected as one of 10 campuses nationwide to participate in a three-year federal project to

develop a model student tracking system.
April, 1988 WPCC celebrates 25th anniversary with cake, balloons, and speeches. "Founded on Tradition ...

Dedicated to Change".

Phifer Learning Resource Center — scheduled to

open Fall, 1989.
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Board of Trustees

1988-89

The Board of Trustees is made up of twelve men and women who are re

sponsible for the development and operations of the College in accord

ance with the laws of North Carolina. They are appointed for a term of

eight years by one of three appointing bodies, the Governor, the Burke

County Commissioner and the Burke County Board of Education and one

student trustee, the Student Government Association President who holds

office for one year.

Judge Claude Sitton

Chairman, Board of Trustees

Claude Henson

Vice-Chairman, Board of Trustees

Charles S. Digh

Salesman, Sears Roebuck & Co.

Retired

Martha G. HemphUl

Teacher, Burke County Public Schools

Retired

Charles B. Gallagher Jr.

CPA, Bowman, Boggs & Gallager

Allen Fullwood

Broughton Hospital

Elsie Hallyburton Childres

Arlene Hosiery Mill, Co-Owner

Frank Caldwell Patton, Jr.

Retired, Vice Pres. Drexel Heritage

James Reid Simpson II

Attorney, Simpson, Aycock, Beyer &

Simpson, P.A.

William Kendall
Corson Furniture Indust.

Robert Can-

Owner, Carr & Co.

Helen L. McDowell

Janitorial, Freedom High School

••*>.

Theresa Hobbs

Student Trustee
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Anniversa
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The Dream
Twenty-five yean ago, Western Piedmont Community

College was just a dream In the minds of some dedicated men

and women In Burke County. Now, we're helping students

make their dreams come true. The following is an essay

written by WPCC student Patricia Revls to fulfill a writing

assignment in her Introductory English class. Western

Piedmont has reprinted the essay with her permission.

Don't tell anyone, but I don't belong here. This college, this

place of learning, is not where I'm supposed to be. It's a

dream and if someone pinches me, I'll wake up. Stay away;
don't pinch me.

You see, I'm supposed to be working in a sewing plant. I've

worked in sewing plants since I was 16. My dream has always

been to go to college. I want to be a nurse. When the pressure

of being a single parent got too high, when there wasn't

enough money to go around, when it seemed like everything

was piling up on me, I'd manage to get off by myself to think

things through. I'd take my dream out and examine it like a

secret treasure.

But I was getting older, and it seemed harder to examine

my dream. It seemed that my bright, glittering treasure was

starting to dull and tarnish.

One day the president of our company called a meeting.

When we went into the meeting, no one was worried. This

meeting turned out to be different. The president said, "This

statement that brought my dull, unexciting, little world down

around my ears. He said that in an effort to cut back cost and

compensate for trade lost to foreign competition, Woodlawn

Manufacturing would cease operation on August 18,1988.

We came out, some of us crying, some too shocked to

speak, and others just babbling trying to figure out why it

happened. All the bills I owed, all the things I'd promised to

buy the boys for school, the weekend vacation the boys and I

planned to take before school started — kept running over

and over in my mind like a warped record.

Sanity returned to a certain degree when I remembered I

could draw unemloyment, but where was I going to find

another job? That's when someone said, "Well, I guess you'll

go back to school now, Trisha." I mumbled something about
checking into it.

Somehow, I made it through the evening; telling my

parents, the kids, the neighbors. I kept hearing from them

"What will you do?" "We'll help if you need it." And
"Something will turn up."

When I managed to get alone that night I pulled out my
dream and looked at it closer than I had in years. Dare I try
it? Did I have the nerve? Did I have the right to ask the boys
to give up some extras for something that would benefit me?

All of a sudden I was afraid of my dream. It might come
true. I'd have to leave the familiar surroundings of a factory
— any factory. I didn't know if it was such a good idea after
all.

I started gathering information. I found out that because
the plant had shut down, I was eligible for help from the

Employment Security Commission. I decided to check out

Western Piedmont to see if I could work something out.

Checking became filling out forms. Forms became

applications followed by placement tests followed by

scheduling classes followed by enrolling. There wasn't even a
hint of a hitch to the whole process.

I know, deep down, that I really do belong here, but things

still have a dream-like quality. The boredom and routine are

definitely gone from my life. At work I used to feel that my

body was moving faster than my brain. Now my hand can't

keep up with what my brain wants to put on paper. I'm never

bored. I may never find the twilight zone again.

If you have a dream, keep it as a secret treasure. When you

need cheering up or strength to go on, take out your dream

and examine it closely. Don't ever put it away and leave it for

long periods of time. It may tarnish beyond recognition.

I'll not let my dream become tarnished because of too

much worry or too little confidence in myself. I know the path

I've chosen won't be easy, but I'm not afraid of hard work or

hard times. I will succeed. Nothing will stop me now.

One day I'll bold my dream in my hand. It will be a paper

that says Associate Degree—Nursing. ■•

Ballots, Not Wordstount
WPCC Accepts Senator

Ervin Library Collection
(Reprinted from The News Herald, 1964)

There is reason to believe that voters

college for Burke County in tomorrow's

election.

No organized opposition has appeared.

widespread endorsements is to vote,

marking all ballots "for" the two propo

sals which make up the community college

resolutions can take the place of a vote in

the ballot box. -^

W Let no one be smug m the belief that it

Western Piedmont Community College, Morgan-
ton, has accepted the home library collection of

Sam J. Ervin, Jr., from the children of the late

Senator. The Senator Sam J. Ervin, Jr., Memo

rial Collection will be placed in the Phifer

Learning Resources Center on campus in a

replica of his home office, and will include the

any reservations about the idea have taken not Instead, let every citizen^go to the abieforscholarly research and will serve as a

community college is and what it can do

for Burke County.

endorsed. Practically all organizations —

ministerial groups, civic clubs, PTAs,

school boards, educational leaders, busi

ness, fraternal and professional associa

tions, Chamber of Commerce and others —

have adopted resolutions approving it and

commending it to the citizens of Burke

are working for it. Heads of business and

corporations which will be paying a large

part of the cost, are backing it. Probably

no public issue in this century has been so

unanimously supported. «&.

complacency. Too much is at stake to take

the outcome of the election for granted.

The unknown factor is the person who, for

lack of information or sheer negativism,

anybody in advance and certainly

wouldn't admit it after the balloting is

over.

The positive way to demonstrate the

spirit of the county and to implement the

only will pass but that it will be approved

by a decisive margin.

any covert oppositionists that they rep

resent a small minority in the progressive

citizenry. It will create the positive aura of
public support which will be a wholesome

%ivironment insuring the success of the
college from the start, as contrasted with a

v"jlf-hearted and luke-warm climate which

ould make difficult the proper germi-

States Constitution.

Senator Ervin served tne public for over sixty

years as an attorney, legislator, state superior

Senator. He is most often remembered for his

defense of constitutional principles in seeking

censure of Senator Joseph McCarthy in 1954 and

in serving as chairman of the Watergate Select

Committee hearings on President Richard

rixon, 1973-74. . ^

WPCC President Jim RicRardson stated that
"Western Piedmont is indeed privileged to be the

sive approval will also show to the State

Board of Education and its Department of

iCommunity Colleges that Burke County is

United in seizing the opportunity for the

ily. This man, affectionately called "Senator

O4UU , Was U Bicn* /uucin-ait oi»u «w "■ «■» «***.

ian, but first he was a native son of Morganton."

The Dean of WPCC's Learning Resources

Center, Winston Lear, indicates that the Memo

rial Collection will greatly enhance the academic

be launched by the State.

Burke citizens should use their ballot to

proclaim to their neighbors and to the

tional opportunities which many of their

young people otherwise mold not have.
The decision in Sat" 1 election is

perhaps the most Impo they will be

called on to make hist. m

technology programs to study an important time

with original materials. Plans are underway to

seek grant funds which will add microfilm copies

of Ervin's congressional papers to the Collection.

"The library was the heart of the house," said

and where he spent so much time. We are

pleased that Western Piedmont Community Col

lege will be able to keep his materials in Burke

County for all to use."
The Collection includes approximately 7,500

books, the Senator's desk, and other room fur

nishings. Numerous political cartoons depicting

that he was in public office. In addition, various

personal items will be included for display in the

replicated room.

president of the Western Piedmont Foundation,
T«» T>vm DhaaJiui on/1 min<ati< nraciriant TTrnnlr

C. Patton, with long-time friend of the Ervin

family Judge Claude Sitton. Contributions for

processing the collection and construction of the

Hansler, as well as The Sam J. Ervin Jr. Memo

rial Home, Inc.

Patton remarked "Many people in Burke

County, especially Judge Claude Sitton and local

attorneys, wanted these materials to be pre-

rved for later generations. Working together,

! have achieved a fitting memorial to the

many contributions he made to our nation "

North Carolina Community College S

President Robert W. Scott stated "Certainly

there could be no more appropriate setting in

which to house the Sam Ervin Personal Library

than on the campus of Western Piedmont Com

munity College. I'm sure the old 'Country Law-

and wisdom being displayed in his hometown

North Carolina." President Scott added, "Sam

Ervin and his work have truly come home to rest

and to inspire us all."
The Phifer Learning ResSurces Center, now

by the end of this year. A formal dedication of the
Senator Sam J. Ervin, Jr. Memorial Collection is

—1 for early next year.


