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Mark Twain To Visit Western Piedmont
"The reports of my death have

been grossly exaggerated!" Mark

Twain said in 1906 ... to prove his

point, professional actor Ken Rich

ters will present his unique one-

man production of "Mark Twain

On Tour" on Thursday, February

20 at 7:30 p.m. on the campus of

Western Piedmont Community

College.

Since 1978, Ken Richters, as the

celebrated humorist, has been the

toast of legitimate theaters

throughout the United States, Can

ada and abroad. With more than

five hours of specially edited

material from which to draw, this

unique one-man production takes

on a new direction each time the

curtain goes up.

Born Samuel Langhorne Clem

ens at Hannibal, Missouri in 1835,

the celebrated humorist spent his

75-year life in a variety of jobs,

including steamboat pilot (the call

"mark twain" signaled channel

depth on the Mississippi River),

reporter, editor, publisher, and

traveling lecturer.

He kept a lavish mansion in

Hartford, Connecticut, but fought

bankruptcy (triggered by bad in

vestments I through lecture tours

started in 1893.

Twain, most widely known for

The Adventures of Tom Sawyer,

and Adventures of Huckleberry

Finn, has been called "an outra

geous prankster and a gloomy pes

simist." With virtually no subject

too sacred for comment, his opin

ions on education and politics are

often quoted:

"It could possibly be shown by

facts and figures that there is no

distinctly native criminal class in

the United States ... Except for
Congress."

"In the first place, God made

idiots. This was for practice. Then

he made School Boards."

Kichters requires almost three

hours of make-up application to

effect the transformation from a

young, dark-haired actor to the

crusty, grey-haired Twain in his

seventies. The physical changes

arc relatively sudden, when com

pared with the more than two

years of preparation and research

that allows Richters to don the

personality and mannerisms of

Twain as easily as he puts on the

white linen suit that has become

the humorist's trademark.

The actor first portrayed Mark

Twain when a high .school student

in Simsbury, Connecticut. He went
on to work in community theater,

Broadway plays, soap operas and

television. Recent television cred

its include "Happy Days", "Love

Boat", "Search for Tomorrow"
and "Johnny We Hardly Knew Ye"

for NBC Television. Mr. Richters

has also starred in such live stage

productions as: "Promises, Prom
ises", "George M," "The Man Who

Came to Dinner," and "They're
Playing Our Song".

On a recent trip from Los An'-.

geies tu ounneciicui in iy/u, ruui-

ters experienced what proved to be

a fortuitous car breakdown. The
mishap occurred in Hannibal, Mis

souri, the hometown of Mark

Twain. Richters remembers recal

ling his brief high school presenta

tion and wondering if he could do it

again, and "do it right this time."

As Twain (Richters) shuffles

across the stage with cigar, whis

key ahd caustic wit, reminiscing
about the California Gold Rush and

the simple life on the Mississippi

River, his audience will feel they

have come to know America's

most celebrated humorist.. With

the final curtain, they will undoubt

edly conclude that Richters does

indeed "... do it right."

"Mark Twain On Tour" is spon

sored by The Student Government

Association of Western Piedmont more information, please contact

Community College. Admission is Larry Garrison or SGA President,
free and the public is invited. For Susan Bollinger at 437-8688.

Let's Go Skiing
So you ate too much turkey and

dressing during the holidays? And

now you could use some exercise?

You stayed inside all during break

to watch all those college bowl

games and could use some fresh

air? Then the Student Government
Association (SGA) has just the

cure for you: Night skiing at Sugar

Mountain for Western Piedmont

Community College students on

Wednesday, January 15 and Tues

day, February 11.

Again this year the SGA will

sponsor trips to Sugar Mountain at

prices that can't be beat. They'll

even give you a ride up the moun

tain (and back) if Santa didn't

bring those wheels you wanted for
Christmas. The bus/van will leave

campus around 3:30 p.m. and re

turn after midnight. Night skiing
at Suuar Mountain is from 6-10

And don't forget, the prices for

Western Piedmont Community

College students can't be beat:

Lift Ticket $ 6.00

Lift Ticket & Rentals 12.00

Lift Ticket, Rentals

& Lessons 18.00

Make your plans now to take the

trip to Sugar Mountain. Register

now (pay fees) in G-120 by January

11 for the Wednesday, January 15
trip and by February 7 for the

Tuesday, February 11 trip. Space

is limited and students will be
taken on a first come, first serve
basis.

For more information contact

Larry Garrison in G-120, extension

277, or Susan Bollinger in G-27,

extension 333.

See you on the slopes!

WPCC Bloodniobile Scheduled

The Student Government Asso
ciation has scheduled the second

WPCC Bloodmobile of the 1985-86

academic year for Monday, Feb

ruary 3,1986. The Bloodmobile will

be held in G-23 from 9:30 a.m. until

3 p.m. The SGA has set their goal

at 75'units.

You may be an eligible donor if

you are between the ages of 17 and

66 and weigh at least 110 pounds.

Eligible donors can give blood ev

ery eight weeks because the body

replaces most of the fluid within 24
hours and all the red cells in ap

proximately six weeks.

Many students ask, "Why should

I give blood?" The answer is sim

ple. It takes over 1,000 donors each

day to meet the patients' blood

needs in the 57 counties of the

Carolinas Blood Services Region.

The blood that you donate may

be used in many different ways.

Some patients need whole blood;

other patients need only a compo

nent of the blood. Components are

the parts that one unit of whole
blood can be divided into. One

blood donation can be used to help
heal three or four patients. The

major components are: Red ceH»

— for many types of surgery, peo

ple on kidney dialysis, and severe
anemia; platelets — for cancer

patients; plasma — for burn vic

tims; and plasma derivatives —for

shock, hemophillia, and to prevent

certain infections.

So your blood donation can make

an important difference! Doctors'

orders are increasing every day

for hospitalized patients in the Car

olinas Blood Service Region. With

just a few minutes of your time

every eight weeks, you can help

the Red Cross help others.

Remember, help save lives ...

stand up and be counted every

eight weeks!
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Basketball Schedule

WPCC Industrial League

Basketball Schedule

Tues., Dec. 17, WPCC 1 vs. Beu-

Tex, 6:30 Mountain View.

Wed., Dec. 18, WPCC 2 vs.

Drexel 6,6:30 Mountain View.

Thurs., Dec. 19, WPCC 1 Vs.

WPCC 2, 8:30 Mountain View.

Fri., Jan. 3, City vs. WPCC 1,
7:30 Mountain View.

vs. WPCC 2,8:30 Collett Street.

Mon., Jan. 6, WPCC 2 vs. Master

piece, 6:30 Mountain View.

Wed., Jan. 8, Southern Devices

vs. WPCC 1 7:30 Mountain View.

Fri., Jan. 10, Southern Devices

vs. WPCC 2, 7:30 Mountain View.

Mon., Jan. 13, Drexel 3 & 5," vs.
WPCC 1, 8:30 Mountain View.

Tues. Jan. 14, Beu-Tex vs. WPCC

2,6:30 Mountain View.

Wed., Jan. 15, WPCC 1 vs. Mas

terpiece, 7:30 Mountain View.

Mon., Jan. 20, Dana vs. WPCC 2,

8:30 Mountain View.
Wed., Jan. 22, WPCC 1 vs. Drexel

6, 7:30 Mountain View.

Thu., Jan. 23, WPCC 2 vs. Drexel

3 & 5, 8:30 Mountain View.
Wp,i •-.««*» • - , ,>rr

2, 6:30 Collett Street.

Wed., Jan. 29, WPCC 1 vs. City,

6:30 Mountain View.

8:30 Mountain View.

Mon., Jan. 20, Fredrick-Edward,

WPCC 1, 6:30 Collett Street.

WPCC 2, 6:30 Collett Street.

Mon., Feb. 3, Beu-Tex vs. WPCC

1 «S0 Mountain View.

Tues., Feb. 4, WPCC 2 vs. Fre

drick-Edward, 6:30 Mountain

View.

Wed., Feb. 5, Dana vs. WPCC 1,

7:30 Mountain View.

Mon., Feb. 10 WPCC 2 vs. South

ern Devices, 6:30 Mountain View.

Mon., Feb. 10, WPCC 1 vs.

Drexel 3 &5, 7:30 Collett Street.

Fri., Feb. 14, City vs. WPCC 1,

7:30 Collett Street.

Mon., Feb. 17, WPCC 1 vs. Beu-

Tex, 6:30 Collett Street.

Mon., Feb. 17, WPCC 2 vs.

Drexel 6, 8.30 Collett Street.

Mon., Feb. 17, WPCC 2 vs.

Drexel 6, 8:30 Collett Street.

Wed., Keb. 19, Fredrick-Edward

vs. WPCC 2,6:30 Collett Street.

Fri., Feb. 21, WPCC 1 vs. Dana,

8:30 Mountain View.

Mon., Feb. 24, WPCC 2 vs. Mas

terpiece, 7:30 Collett Street.

Mon., Feb. 24, Drexel 3 & 5 vs.

WPCC 1, 7:30 Mountain View.

Tues., Feb. 25, Southern Devices

vs. WPCC 2, 6:30 Mountain View.

WPCC Christmas Dance
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The names of 172 students at
Western Piedmont Community
College who averaged a better-
than-B grade point average during
the spring quarter were announced
today by Billie A. Meeks, Dean of
Student Services. Of the 172 stu
dents who made the Dean's List, 41
achieved a perfect quality point
average by making A's in all

coursework attempted. To make

the Dean's List, a student must be
enrolled for at least 12 credit hours
and have a quality point average of
3.25 or better; a quality point aver
age of 3.00 is equivalent to a grade
of B. The 41 students who achieved
a straight-A grade point average of
4.00 are:

Bostic — Mark William Keme-
rait.

Connelly Springs — Robert Dean

Carswell, Tony Michael Stilwell,
Helen Seagle Thornburg, and Vera
Denise Wilson.

Conover — Janice Powell Berry.
Ellenboro — Pamela Withrow

Oettys.

Glen Alpine — Willis Lee
Greene.

Hickory — Dianne Karen Cartw-
right, Lori Marie Lane, Alice Kay
Miller and Jane Ann Woodward.
Hildebran — Beth Leann Beach

and Diana Kay Lail.

Hudson — Marcia Lynn Potts.

Lenoir — Michael Edward Hols-
claw.

Marion — Lora Denise Poole and
Janet Lee Poteat.

Morganton — Jeffrey Carl Bar
rier, Nancy Lynne Campbell, Me
lissa Dawn Crowder, Phyllis Ann
Dale. .lamps ViaxriA rtoir Tnhn nn

Beverly Bowman Mode, Elizabeth

Ann Oxford, Wendell Lee Penning-

t Leslie Denise Rhoney, Deborah
r Lee Sigers and Lorie Ann Smith.

Other students who made the

! Dean's List with a grade point
i average of 3.25 or better are listed
f below, alphabetically by principal
• town of residence:

I Boone - Charles Scott Phillips.
1 Connelly Springs — Elaina Che-
I ryl Crow, Kathy Jeanette Ful-
l bright, Cynthia Marie Harwell,
: Leslie Lynn Riser, William Kelly
i Price and Gary Zane Shytle.

' Conover — Brian George Wilner.
Drexel — Paula Costner Ja-

quins, Debra Lynn Mason and
Sheri Diane South.

Ellenboro — Tammy Diane
Scruggs.

Glen Alpine — Suzanne Erwin
Averett, John Patrick Bradshaw,

Treva Hawkins Jordan, Margaret
Herring Ostrander and Michelle
Lynn Revis.

Hickory — Edward Heath Bai
ley, Joe Henry Bumgarner, Timo
thy Henderson Bumgarner, Lana
Marie Burns, Kit Alice Chavis,
Sherry Lee Cruzan, Dottie Kaye
Smith, and Radoje Allyn Vujovic.
Hildebran — April Denise Hollo-

well.

Lenoir — Cynthia Lorraine
Miller, Tonya Cere Parker, Karen
Lucille Philyaw, Jeffrey Hans
Pless, Ronnie D. Price and C.
Colette Shomaker.

Marion — Robin Payne Austin,
Debra Pinker Duncan, Thomas
Keith Glenn, Rebecca Rochelle
McKinney, Cynthia Carol Morris
Misty Jo Ranew, Billy Dean Silver,
Frank Daryl Silver, Randy Alan
Stockton and Debbie S. Wilson.
Mnrffanrnn Datfir r «;.Ti* a;

Kay Allman, Robert Edward Aus
tin Jr., Charles Keith Bailey, Ruby

dette Monique Christy, Annette
Williams Clontz,

William Rufus Collett, Donald
Andrew Cuthbertson, Katherine
Davis, Toni Lynn Davis, Gina Gee
Fisher, Crystal Dawn Gettys,
Cindy Renee Grady, Anita LaRose
Greer, Michael John GrObleski,
Douglas Ervin Hallyburton, Che
ryl Martin Hand, Voneta Hensley,
Jonette Nancy Henson, Lisa Eliza
beth Henson, John David Herron,
I-eslie Johnson Hillier, Samuel
Hugh McCracken, Sandra L. Mc-
Kee, Susie Annette McNeilly, Me
lissa Ann Merritt, Robert Mark
Michelis, Nancy Jean Moore,
Ralph H. Moormann,

William Stewart Mulwee, Dolly
Rebecca Patton, Patricia Murray
Patton, Anne Elizabeth Pearson
Riley Charles Philyaw, Caren
Lynne Price, Gary Lee Price, Mat-
tie Darlene Pritchard, Sharon
Reed Propst, Rebecca Jane
Psioda, James Wayne Reel Jr.,
Donna Sherry Rockett, Teressia
Ann Shook, Janet Lois Smith,
Mark Aaron Smith, Melodie Veit
Smith, Valarie Ann Tate, Rosema-
rie Joyce Toney, Susan Kristina
Will and Margaret Elizabeth York.
Nebo — Laura Lynne Bristol and

Scott Wade.

Newland - Timothy Lynn Hop
kins and Carmen Shirley Lacey.
Old Ford — Melinda Rose Den-

ton and Michelle Ziegler.
Oneonta - Christian Hald Peter-

sen.

Rutherford College — James Ar
thur Bollinger Jr.

Shelby — Betty Lou Reed.

Valdese - Keith Allen Abee,

Pamela Denise Heavner, Shanda
Dee Hughes, Karen Denise Low-

Dee Powell, Gary Stephen Sabol,

Jean Thompson, Patricia Mauney

Joyce Lynn Wilber and Garry Wil
liam Woodward.

Valdese — Larry Glvnn Foxx.

Loretta June Barrier, Johnny Er-

Bernard Berry, Arvin Dale
D....U /~i_*l «# ; »-i ,

Loretta Elder Brown, Rebecca
Faye Carswell, William Joe
Causby, Connie Smith Childs, Jo-

Pearl Philyaw Munday, Lisa Di
anne Petty, Janice Rebecca Sain
Jack Carlton Shaver, Kelly Elaine
..i.avtri, viu is ivevin omim, sanely

Michelle Smith, Ronda Diane Sta-
mey, William Hartwell Wilkinson
Jr. and Kevin Andrew Williams.

WPC-4 Says: We Are Here!

1. Epoch

4. Sire

9. TennU ikol

12. Five

13. Odor

14. Mock

15. Adore

17. Scan

19. A^d

20. Cent

21. Chore

23. hi

24. Mony (pi.)

27. Norn,

28. Mtaler

29. Pointed mlullt

30. Verb (form of be)

31. Plu (pi.)

33. PtnnU of I

34. PoUon

37. Jelly

31. Co.1

». Sqaem

40. Twill

41. l*.l

43. IM.nk

46. Aired

49. Mistake

50. Sc*ry

52. Vale

53. Count

54. Oddity

1. 7th Utter,

Greek Alphabet

2. Frightened (Early Kng.)

3. Military Depot

4. Poet

5. Before

6. Depart

T. Art

«. Lake

9. Attorney

10. Cera mother (Gr.)

11. Drone

16. Type, Sort

IS. Burden

20. ladult.

21. Cede

22. Orifln

23. Ufhter

25. Cutback
26. Bio.!

«• Spade
29. High card

31. Relation between

tonei on Male

32. Inhabitant (inf.)

35. Cerdfler
37. Ditch

39. Senior

40. Trick

42. Squabble
43. Hnnl

44. Morning Motatare
45. Irrl.mJ Military

OriaaiMtfou (abbr.)

46. By way of

47. Rock Gran

41. Purrmi
51. Concern!at

lHriitfrii

By KELLI McDONNELL

about the future? I know that from

movies and commercials we see on

personal robot named Rodney that

will cook and clean. (Oh, excuse
me, everything will be done for us

except mopping, for "Mop & Glo"

will still be the easiest way to
mop!) We also get the idea that
space-age technology will be so

increased, that we will be able to

pany is taking up desk space in any nity College Computer Club (WPC-
and nearly all of the offices in 4) has at least one meeting a

retail, sole proprietorship, part- and willing to work with each
nership, or corporation, everyone other.

i Campus Paperback Bestsellers |

easier. We, as students and fac

ulty, have the responsibility to
grow with the advancement of our
time.

That is where the computer club
comes in very handy. WPC-4 gives

the students and faculty the oppor
tunity to get involved and learn

dark side — of the moon.

to break the news to you — we arc
livinf in the aaa nf otAntifin t.,..i.

nology. Now, Aunt Sally hasn't

basically social organization,

-uwi nwe we can learn more

about each other and have fun
while we learn. It does not take
much time out of our busy lives,
but we accomplish some very
worthwhile tasks. If you are inter
ested in joining such a club, please
contact any of the computer tech
nology or electrical engineering
instructors. They will be glad to
assist you.

1. VafteyoitheFarSWe, t>y Gary L
Pvtcar, 15 95 ) And Mill mom cartoons from trw Far Side.

2. The Hunt lor Had October, by Tom Clancy (Berkley. S4 501
The incrMJbly chaw of a nuclear submarine

1 The Road Leae Traveled, by M Scon Peck. fTou "
$8 95 ) Psychological and spiritual in—■—

4. tacocca, by David Abodaher (Zebra. $3 95,
Biography of Detroit a rr

1 OarteM RoSa On, by Jim Da
GarflMd a neweet adventures

•. Low* and War. by John Jakes. (Oell. S5.9S)
Th« sequel to North and South'

7. The One Mtftuto Manager, by K. Blanchard & S Johnaon.
(Berkley. $6 95} How to increase you< productivity

i. Thinner, by Stephen King, ufyjt, Richard Bachrr—
(NAL/Signet. $4 50.) Terrifying story of a gypsy i

9. The Baehmen Books, by Stephen King (NAL/Piume. $8.95 )
A collection of four of his earheat works

10. Thai

$4 95 ) Spine-tingling t

join the computer club. The re- •

~™r
IBM or some other computer com- The Western Piedmont Comrhu-

i iiui, cnanenging :

and adventurous.

Besides, who knows, Aunt Sally '•
may have already begun packing •

Mew fi Recommended

Brothtm and Keep***, by Jofin Edgar wmeman (P§ngu.n.
S6 95) A prominent black writ* looks at tfw «v*nt* that tod Nt
brother to prison.

JOB: A Comedy of JimKc*, by Robert A Heinlem. (Dtf Hey.

54 50) Human faith is pitted against cosmic whim

Family Dancing, by David Lsavitt (Warner. $3 95 } Short iton-M
mat take you deep in" *- —■ ■"— '—- -• -"*- -—
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Speakers Forum: Crisis In Centr
By LISA DAVIS

On Friday, November 1st, the

final session of the Fall Speaker's

Forum on the Crisis in Central

America was concluded with a

panel discussion in the Moore Au

ditorium. On the panel were Mike

Woodard and Kathleen Murdock,

two ministers who are members of

the Jubilee House in Statesville,

Mike Perrow and Roy McGalliard,

English instructors for Western

Piedmont, and Bob Brown who

was a Peace Corps volunteer in

Nicaragua from 1969-1971.

The discussion opened up with
Kathleen Murdock and Mike Wood

ard relating portions of their trip to

Nicaragua. Ms. Murdock told of

the things that had been said to her

before she left for Nicaragua that

she later found to be untrue; such

as, the poor farmers were igno

rant, the people were oppressed,

the poor people did not support the

Sandinistas, the people were dan

gerous, and that the people were

Communist. In fact, she found the

people very intelligent, the only

oppression they felt was fear of

being attacked by the Contra re

bels, they were not afraid of their

government, and they are Chris

tians.

Mike Woodard was one of

twenty-six U.S. observers sent to

observe the elections. He ex

plained that the elections were

based on the process used in Swe

den who helped finance it. There
were seven political parties. Over

96% of the people were registered
to vote and 80% voted. He re

counted the story of how all cam

paigns had to cease on Friday with
the elections held on Monday. Mon

day night many of the people got

Communism so the U.S. would
support him.

Roy McGalliard explained how
the issue was not human rights but

economics. There is a need to look

at global economics, look at the
mistakes we have made over the
years and how the two super pow

ers could facilitate talks and with

draw military troops.

Kathleen Murdock recounted
that abortion is not allowed, but
prayer in school is.

Nicaragua:

Do We Have

The Facts?

By DEBBIE PUETT

What is a fact? How do we dis

cern fact from error? The diction

ary defines a fact as something

that has been objectively verified,

something having real demonstra

ble existence. A fact is not mere

opinion or a conclusion, but some-

to the rebels in El Salvador. This

Nicargua that were untrue; for
instance, Nicaragua was a totalita

rian Marxist state, and the people

were not free to speak their minds,

yet he traveled unsupervised and

found active debate on political

issues. He also pointed out that

most of the people were poor, and

since the Sandinistas have headed

the government several things
have been done for the people. The

Sandinistas have built schools and

hospitals, had literacy campaigns,
and are fighting the two major

diseases, polio and dissentary with

not one reported case of polio in

two years.

The panelists were allowed open
ing and closing statements and
questions from the audience. Mike
Perrow based most of his conver
sation on the facts that Nicaragua

could not be a totalitarian state
because there is independent voice
in Nicaragua. He also noted that
the Reagan administration is dis
torting the information it is giving
to the public.

Bob Brown told of the Samosa
government that was in control

before Sandinistas. Samosa con-
dolled all new industry by de
manding 51% ownership when they

came to Nicaragua. He opposed

elections made several demands

which were granted yet dropped
out of the race at the last minute.

What all this adds up to is that we

are told one thing in the papers and

by the government, but the people

coming back are informing us that

they see a different side down
there. How can a decision be made

on whether or not we should be

down there, much less sending so

much of the taxpayer's money to

overthrow a government that one

minute is Communist yet holds

elections and works to improve its

economy? The speakers I heard

would lead me to believe that the

people are poor but striving to put

their country back together with

out our help or the Soviet Union's.

It has been stated that the Soviet

Union cannot afford to support

Nicaragua because they are sup
porting too many others. I know

that the U.S. cannot afford to sup

port Nicaragua or the contra re

bels when Federal checks are

getting ready to bounce because

Congress did not want to raise the

deficit. Maybe we should take the

18 million dollars Congress just
approved for the contras and put it

in our own government while Nica
ragua works out its own problems.

fie fied.

ne facts

ie leasti

ineretore, i

contradict

}ne of thpm 1

f two suppo

each other,

The week of Oct. 28-Nov. 1, 1985

WPCC hosted a Speakers Forum

concerning the current crisis in

Central America. Before I at

tended any of these sessions, I

knew nothing about what has been

happening in Central America, and

I really didn't care. I expected to

attend the sessions, learn the facts,

hear some differing opinions, and

of a given subject. But I was hardly

prepared for the contradictions in

the "facts" themselves that were

used by the speakers to support

their very different opinions.

. In the film shown on Monday,

MacMichael on Nicaragua, ex-CIA
agent David MacMichael ex

pressed his version of the facts and

his opinion of the U.S. policy con

cerning Nicaragua. He attacked
the facts used by the U.S. govern

ment to support its policy, as being

false. For example, at first the.
U.S. stated that it was involved in
Nicaragua to prevent arms from
being transported from Nicaragua

tries, especially the Soviet Union,

from building military bases there.
MacMichael says this just isn't
happening either.

Monday evening. Dr. Gerald Mc-

Brayer, a local dentist and self-

described conservative business
man, gave a slide presentation of

his 1984 visit to Nicaragua.

Dr. McBrayer traveled with the

witness for Peace organization to

get his own "businessman's view"

of what is actually happening in

Nicaragua. Dr. McBrayer stated

he saw no evidence of communist

intervention there. The overall

concensus he got from the many

different groups of Nicaraguans he

talked to was that the current

government is an improvement

over the old government under

Simoza, and that the Nicaraguans

want to work out their own prob

lems without U.S. intervention.

A contrasting point of view was

presented Tuesday evening by

Adis Vila, a State Department offi
cial on Foreign Policy in Latin

America. She described the Carib

bean Basic Initiative (CBI) that

was enacted by the U.S. to encour

age trade between the Caribbean

Basic countries, including Nicara

gua, and the U.S. This increased

trade would in turn stimulate the

economy of these poor nations.

Other of these countries have ap

plied and been accepted, but Nica

ragua doesn't want to participate.

Ms. Vila stated further that Ni

caragua has refused to cooperate

with other Central American coun

tries in the Contadora peace proc

ess, and the leaders of the other

countries expressed the opinion

that Nicaragua isn't interested in
peace. The U.S. was never a part of

this peace process and indeed

wasn t even asked to be. The ad

ministration also feels that the

current communist regime in Ni

caragua, aided by weapons and

military advisors from Russia,

Iran, North Korea, Viet Nam,

Cuba, and the P.L.O., presents a

very real threat, to not only the

stability of that region, but to the

security of the United States as

well. She stated that the Sandinista

government oppresses the popula

tion by censoring newspapers,

holding tribunals, unjustly impris

oning political opponents, and sus

pending civil liberties. Our

government supplies only humani

tarian aid to the Contras, a group

of Nicaraguan "freedom fighters"
who are attempting to overthrow

this oppressive government. These

Contras are based in Honduras,

which borders Nicaragua, but are

widely supported by the Nicara

guan population.

Allen Wells, a history professor

and author from Appalachian

State University, was the speaker

to the Contadora peace process,
Wells ?>='<") th-' «<—— —

ready to sign the first draft of the

allies not to sign either. He feels

that Nicaragua poses no military

threat to us or any other country,

because their nation's too wrapped

up in its own problems. He said

that the advisors from communist

countries are in the form of hospi

tal workers and other humanita

rian helpers. He stated further that

the Contras, whom we support was

highly questionable humanitarian
aid, amount to little more than a

terrorist group that raids the coun

tryside killing unarmed men,

women, and children, beating, rap

ing, mutilating, and kidnapping.

The Contras receive little support

from the general Nicaraguan pop
ulation.

It is obvious that there are con

tradictions here in the "facts."

How do we, as concerned citizens,

form a valid opinion when even the

" presumed experts differ on the

facts? An opinion, in order to be

valid, must first be based on fact

and then carefully reasoned out in

the mind. A valid opinion is not

based on blind belief in what one or

two, or even a hundred people tell

you. Somewhere out there are the

incontrovertible facts about Nica

ragua. It's our responsibility to

find them and form our own valid
opinions.

Films Open

Speakers Forum

By JANICE BERRY

At 12:30 p.m. on October 28, a

presentation consisting of two

short documentary films was'

given in Moore Auditorium on the

campus of WPCC. These films

were the initial presentation for

the 1985 Speakers Forum: "Crisis

in Central America." The first of

the two films, "El Salvador —
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al America
What's at Stake?", was produced

by The Fund For Peace in 1983.

The second documentary, "Mac-

Michael On Nicaragua," is an edi

ted version of a two-hour report

produced by Ian Thiermann in

1984.

"El Salvador — What's At

Stake?" is hosted by Mike Farrell

who expresses many of the perti

nent questions concerning the con

flict in El Salvador. Who are the

main contenders in the conflict? Is

the "Domino Theory" valid?

Should the U.S. increase military

aid to the region? In the film,

leading American experts as well

as El Salvadoran political leaders

on the left and right are allowed to

respond to these and other ques

tions.

The second film, "MacMichael

on Nicaragua," features Dr. David

MacMichael, an ex-CIA agent, who

spent two years studying the situa

tion in Nicaragua with the CIA.

MacMichael describes "the futility

of the United States' policy toward

Nicaragua, the danger that it pre

sents and the discredit it brings

upon our country internationally."

He also expresses his disbelief

concerning the exportation of mili

tary weapons from Nicaragua to

El Salvador and the enlargement

of military forces in Nicaragua for

the purpose of attacking neighbor

ing states. He states that Nicara

gua's level of armament is

intended to make an attack by the

U.S. so costly that it will be de

terred from doing so.

The 1985 Speakers Forum: "Cri

sis in Central America" was not

expected to produce answers to the

problems concerning Central
America, but it was intended as a

stimulus to increasing our aware

ness and knowledge of the situation

and the involvement of the U.S.

government in Central America.

These films accomplished just

these objectives by catalyzing in

terest and introducing information

to the audience.

Burke County

Resident

Speaks Out on

Central America
On Monday evening, October 28,

Dr. Gerald McBrayer spoke to a

large group of students, faculty,

I and interested public in Western

. Piedmont's Moore Auditorium on

■ the subject of the growing crisis in

■ Nicaragua. McBrayer also shared

; his slide presentation of pictures

i taken during his 1984 visit to Nica

ragua: Dr. McBrayer, a long-time

Burke County resident, a dentist,
and now a member of Morganton's

business community as the direc

tor of Health Works Inc., was the

first speaker in Western Piedmont

Community College's week-long

Speakers Forum on Central Amer

ica.

Dr. McBrayer, a self-described

conservative business man and

Reagan supporter, said he was

asked by his minister to accom

pany a Witness for Peace group on

a week-long visit to Sandinista-run

Nicaragua. The Sandinistas are an

admitted marxist government.

McBrayer was asked to supply his

conservative and mature perspec

tive to the expedition. McBrayer
noted that he was prepared to deal

with the different biases of the

generally liberal Witness for

Peace group. Furthermore, he was

prepared for the Nicaraguan gov

ernment to hoodwink or otherwise

try to have the American visitors

see a favorable view of Nicaragua.

Despite his caution and his own

conservative point of view, Mc

Brayer insisted that the Witness

for Peace group consisted of sin

cere and fair people on a journey of

conscience and integrity; they

were not narrow-minded individu

als looking for a week-long vaca

tion. Witness for Peace is a

Christian organization which has

sent over a hundred thousand visi

tors to Nicaragua since the Sandi-

vista revolution in 1979. The

organization's ascribed purpose is

world peace. More importantly,

McBrayer noted that the Nicara

guan government made no effort,

as far as he could tell, to influence

the group, to restrict or guide its

whereabouts or movement, to keep

it from talking to people, to restrict

photography, or in any way pro

mote an anti-American or pro-Ni-

caraguan perspective. However,

McBrayer's major concern was

that the United States government,

and apparently its people, seem

oblivious to the basic issue con

cerning this communist Central

American Country.

There are large issues such as

the conflicting ideaologies of Com

munism and Socialism versus Cap

italism and Democracy brought up

by this struggle in Nicaragua. The

least-considered issue, however,

seems to be that of the people

involved. Nicaragua consists of 3',i

million people, half of whom are

under the age of fifteen. There are

the people Ronald Reagan has in

sisted he will "make cry uncle."

Dr. McBrayer asked why should

the U.S., the strongest nation in the

world, force a poverty-stricken,

third world nation of men, women,

and children, who are striving to

better themselves and to control

their own political, social, eco

nomic, and national destiny, to cry

uncle? McBrayer went on to say

the first, we have no business doing

so. Secondly, they will not invade

the U.S., even though we have

threatened to invade Nicaragua

(and have done so in the past).

Thirdly, if the U.S. does militarily

intervene in Nicaragua, the Nica-

raguans, a people who have just

fought for their independence

against a U.S.-supported dictator,
will surely fight again.

Perhaps, the theme introduced

by McBrayer, and picked up by

many of the speakers throughout

the Speakers Forum presenta

tions, is that we as Americans need

to be more, informed about isues

that we obviously have strong opin

ions about. Just because we have

opinions doesn't make them either

right or wrong, nor does it mean

that our opinions are well founded

on factual information. We need to

be careful that our opinions are not

based on unexamined assump
tions.

As Thomas Paine said in an age

of logical thinking that formed our

own revolution and our own inde

pendence, "Until opinion is a prod

uct of reason and reflection, all

else is prejudice." As Gerald Mc

Brayer stated, "I haven't been

converted to communism at all,

but I am not sure what we're doing

in Nicaragua."

included developing democracies,

economic policies, diplomacy and

our own national security.

She began by discussing the elee-

intelligent, attractive, articulate

spokesperson for the United States

government. Unfortunately, we, as

reporters, felt that she was citing

Intervention in

By KEITH BAILEY

and GARRY WOODARD

Ms. Adis Vila, special assistant

to the Assistant Secretary of State

for Inter-American Affairs, spoke

in Moore Auditorium on Tuesday

evening, October 29 to an inter

ested gathering of approximately

200 students, faculty, and con

cerned citizens.

Her visit was the second in the

week long series, "Crisis in Cen

tral America," the college's 1985

Fall Speakers Forum which was

jointly sponsored by the Division of

Humanities and Social Sciences

and the Student Government Asso

ciation.

The topic of Ms. Vila's lecture

was the current administration's

foreign policy efforts in Central

America. She listed four areas of

concern to the government. These

Duarte in El Salvadore in May of

1984. Duarte, a moderate, centrist

politician has been given the diffi

cult task of leading a poor, improv-

ished nation that has been divided
by a century of civil wars.

The Reagan Administration has

continued a policy of foreign aid to

El Salvadore that its predecessors

began. It has given President Du-

rate hope for his agricultural pro

gram to flourish while allowing

him the latitude, to deal with rebel
factions who are bent on over
throwing his government. Thus, it

can be said that the United States

supports the democratic govern

ment of El Salvador.

Ms Vila then turned the focus of

her speech to Nicaragua. For over

half a century our government
supported a succession of dictators

in Nicaragua until the last of the
three, Anastasio Somoza was over

thrown by a rebel group called the

Sandinistas. The Sandinistas take
their name from Augest Sandino, a
slain revolutionary martyr, killed

by Somosa's grandfather.

Their leader, General Daniel Or

tega, is the president and rules

over a three man junta or govern

ing council. He was elected in
November, 1.984, in a freely held
election in which over 80% of the

voters cast a ballot, and 67% of

those were cast for President Or
tega.

Ms. Vila noted that our govern

ment believed those elections were

a sham where the Sandivistas con
trolled the outcome. She pointed to
a speech given in February, 1984,

by a Sandivista leader, which

stated that the Sandinistas were

going to draft a Communist Consti
tution.

Given these circumstances, it is

hardly surprising that our govern

ment supports a rebel group, the

Contras, with the hope that they

can rid Nicaragua of the Sandinis

tas. These guerillas are called

Christian Freedom Fighters by our

government and consist largely of

National Guardsmen left over

from the Somoza regime. Presi

dent Reagan went as far as to call

the Contras the moral equivalent

of our founding fathers, Ms. Vila

added. These rebels do not receive

direct aid for arms from our gov

ernment, but private groups and

arms exporting countries such as

Israel are providing them with the

means to conduct an ongoing gue

rilla war against the Sandinista

government of Nicaragua.

Ms. Vila concluded her speech

by taking questions from the audi

ence. Most were polite until a dis

tinguished looking gentleman rose

from his seat. "Ms. Vila," he be

gan "I wonder if you could tell us

how our government came to mine

the harbours of Managua (the cap

ital city of Nicaragua)." her re

sponse was curt. She stated, "Our

government has never publicly ad

mitted to mining the harbours."

And so it went. Adis Vila is an

and verse. It was an if Uncle Sam

had his long arm in her back,
moving her mouth the way a pup
peteer moves his puppet.

These so-called Christian free
dom fighters have been responsi
ble for approximately 10,000
deaths since 1981, many of which

include women, old men, and chil
dren. They have-been accused of
murder, mutilation, and torture,

while our government stands by its

claim that they attack only eco
nomic targets.

While not viewing the Sandinistas
through rose-colored glasses, we

feel the Nicaraguan people have
indicated they prefer their present

situation to the past meddlesome

intervention of the United States.
Therefore, we believe the time

has come for the United States to

abandon its policy of intervention
in Central America. We believe

these tiny impoverished nations

should be allowed to determine
their own future without fear of

reprisal from any otherside influ

ences, the Soviet Union included.

Given our recent history of for

eign policy failures, one would
think that our government would

learn from its mistakes and at

tempt to correct them in the fu
ture. Sadly, this does not seem to
be the case.

History on

Perspective:

The U.S. and

Central America

By ROBERT RAMSEUR

On Wednesday, October 30, Dr.

Alien Wells a historian and an

expert on Central America from

Appalachian State University,

gave a ninety-minute presentation

in the WPCC Cafeteria. He spoke to

a large crowd of students, faculty,

(Continued on page 6)
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.s Forum sponsored by the Divi- of time. The U.S. should have done like the Americans
more toward developing Nieara- ists too. I fear that

ment Association of Western Pied- not compatible with the American Nicaragua,

mont Community College. Dr. idea of democracy. I believe that This rm1
influence and ideologies if the U.S.

' i an iron-fisted

say about it.

»ry and pctoti-

- -o will Nicara-

have anything to

of the present crisis in Central
America by examining the crisis
from a historical perspective.
Dr. Wells explains that only by

understanding the history of Cen
tral America can we truly under
stand why the people of Central
America feel as they do toward the
United States today. Dr. Wells con
tends that we tend to adopt what he
calls a "presentist mindset" when
thinking about the situation in Cen
tral America and that this pre-

causing us to disregard past histor
ical events that helped shape the

if the U.S. can main-
1 over the area, we can

—Seeds of Destruction: An Editorial

By CHRISTINE WESLEY

Wells focused primarily on Nic'a

area began in 1855 when William

™j actually took over Nicaragua

[an a legacy of

continuous U.S. intervention in this
area that has continued until the
present time.

Dr. Wells continued to explain
how the U.S. began to exploit the
region economically and politi
cally by supporting the Somoza
family who ruled Nicaragua abusi
vely from 1S3S until 1979. Additio
nally, he enlightened his audience
about occasional U.S. military oc
cupations of Nicaragua, suppos
edly to protect U.S. economic
interests.

Not surprisingly, a resentment
toward U.S. interferrence began to
grow in Nicaragua. Consequently a
group of dissenters formed to fight
the Samosa dominators and even
tually formed the Sandinista gov
ernment of today. These people,

quite understandably, resent being
told what to do by the U.S. Conse
quently they reject what the U.S.

tries to impose upon them and
this is what frightens and confuses
the U.S.

The U.S., having a "presentist
mind set," can't understand why
these people no longer want U.S.
involvement in the area. The U.S.
sees the Sandinista government as
communist sympathizers. Having
chosen not to try to understand the
Sandinista's point of view, the U.S.
has chosen instead to back the
Contras, which is a rebel group
bent on overthrowing the govern
ment of Nicaragua altogether.

Dr. Wells concluded that the
real issue in Nicaragua is not one
of "freedom vs. totalitarianism";
rather, what really galls the U.S. is
the possibility of losing control
over a region that the U.S. consid

ers its own backyard.

The notion of losing control over
this region, although disappoint
ing, and somewhat humiliating,
however, is not the only issue to

countries the people are not the

power behind the political system.

Take away a people's ability to
shape their destiny, adding a third
world poverty life style, and you
have the seeds of revolution.
Revolution is very alien to those

of us in the United States who in
our lifetime, have never had to

o facts are present in the
forementioned. First, Central
America is in a revolutionary war,
and secondly, the United States is
involving itself in that revolution.
Is the crisis in Central America the
revolution? Is the crisis in Central
America the United States' in
volvement in the revolution? Or is
the crisis both?

with no other viable alternatives,
and I will become the animal with

the instinct of self-preservation
and kill you. This is the point that
Central America has reached. The
revolutionary war has become the
ultimate means to an end of re
newed destiny and political
change. It is a crisis only because
we fail to view what is occurring
from a realistic point of view.

The United States failed to pre
vent a revolution in Central Amer
ica because it failed to realize the
history of the Latin Americans.

occurred, the United Sta
ling to admit its ignor.
the easy way out and

game of wars." The United States
is trying to shape the outcome
based upon a self-cent»ro<f t,;«,,.
point. Thus, we enter
feel is the real crisis.

To be at war or support a i
without the instinct of si
makes you nothing more than the
bul y next door. Wake up United

evolution lead to death.

and Registerwith Selective Service.

E WAY

Guys, if you're turning 18, race
down to the Post Office and register
with Selective Service. It only takes
five minutes to fill out the card. So
what are you waiting for? Join the
gang and register. It's quick. It's
easy. And It's the law.
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David Holt Entertains WPCC Audience
By DENISE SPIVEY

David Holt entertained excep
tionally well Tuesday night, April
30, in Western Piedmont Commu

nity College's Moore Auditorium.

A large crowd of all ages enjoyed
his performance so much that Mr.

Holt received a standing ovation.
Being a considerate performer, he
performed an encore.

David Holt is a traveling per
former originally from Texas, now
residing in Asheville. He is cur

rently hosting a blue-grass show on

a cable network program. While

hosting many famous performers,
he, himself, is quite famous. For
example, recently he was on TV's

famous "Hee Haw" program. One
thing that really impressed me
was his ability to make the inter

preter comfortable. David Holt
acknowledged him by asking for
several applauds from the audi
ence.

David Holt was a fascinatingly

skilled performer. He played many
different instruments such as

iarmonica, spoons, kazoo,

auiunaip and guitars. He also

played the hammer dulcimen,
which was a beautiful instrument.
With this instrument he played
"Ducks on a Pond." 1 am a deaf

person, but from the little I could

hear, I visualized a peaceful sound.
I only can hear the low and high

pitched sounds. Of course, I could

not understand the words, because

I have to listen and at the same

time watch the interpreter. Put

■"'her in my mind, I can hear the ■

» and the song. Most of the

time I had to figure out what words

he said. I also could distinguish a

comparison of the autoharp to the

piano, because I used to be able to

hear the piano in the church. Some
times, it bothers me because I do

not like the high pitch which hurts

my ears. I wish I could have heard

all of it. I wish I could hear more of
all kinds of music such as country,
rock 'n' roll and so on. I always like

to hear rock V roll because it has
a lot of beat in the music. I feel its
vibration in my body. I like that
kind of vibration and hear the
beats.

One interesting fact was that Mr.
Holt explained how each instru

ment was played. Some of the

songs David performed were

"Momma Blues," "Joe Clark,"

"Day Break Dixie," and "Texas

Gals." But my favorite was "Dixie

Darlin'." For audience partici

pation he had the chorus printed on

a cloth. Of course, the audience
sang along and loved every minute

of it. It is a good feeling for me to
be able to participate with the

audience. I knew that I was the
only deaf student in that audience
who had to depend on sign lan
guage. Usually, I have to wait until

later to know what they are doing

or laughing about. However, with

the use of Mr. Holt's visual aid, I

felt comfortable and very enter
tained.

Barry Elkins, the interpreter,

did an excellent job interpreting

David Holt's performance, even
though he was a bit nervous be

cause of performing with someone

so famous. All in all, Mr. Holt
performed very well. He im
pressed me a great deal.

In addition to his talent in play
ing musical instruments and
speaking, he also tap dances well
and has a good sense of humor. I
learned that r>avirf Holt has a

unique style of performance not
like other people who are just sing
ers such as Kenny Rogers. David
Holt did not just sing. He sang a
little and talked with the audience.

He made us feel like we were part

of the performance. He proved to
be an attention getter and an inter
esting performer. Overall, he was

a big success for both young and

the old. As a public entertainer he
demonstrates qualities which are

very important in all our lives. We
need to talk with people, not at

them for communication to be
complete!

Employment Activity Plans

Show First Quarter Decline

The outlook for employment ac
tivity for the first quarter of 1986
shows a slight decline from 1985
trends according to a nationwide
survey released today by Man

power, Inc., the world's largest
temporary help firm.

The Employment Outlook Sur
vey is conducted each quarter by
Manpower among over 12,500 em
ployers in nearly 375 cities. The
survey of hiring expectations for

January, February and March,
1986 indicates that 19% of the com
panies interviewed expect to in
crease the size of their workforce
while 13% plan staff reductions.
The new figures compare to 20%
planning increases a year ago, and
12% forecasting declines.

Hiring plans are off slightly from
1984 and 1985 according to Mitchell
S. Fromstein, Manpower Presi

dent, but are still above compara
ble quarters of previous years.

Fromstein said the predicted de
cline is partially the result of sea
sonal hiring dips which historically

occur in all first quarters, but he

pointed out that the present drop is

somewhat stronger than usual.

"There is a prevailing uncert;'

that seems to be inhibiting empiuj
ment growth," Fromstein said,

"as businessmen react cautiously
to an economy that seems to be
moving sideways."

Hiring in the Durable Goods
Manufacturing sector, according
to the survey, is expected to be
considerably down from the same
period last year with nearly one-
third fewer firms projecting staff

increases. Among the brighter hir
ing outlooks is the Finance, Insur
ance and Real Estate sector where

hiring plans are slightly stronger

the hiring cycle," Fror

"even in the formerly fast-growing

area of service jobs. It is some

what expected after the three-year
employment recovery we've expe-

the trend is a continuing one."

Geographically, the Midwe:
will be weakest. Durable Goods
Manufacturers in that area predict
a decline in hiring, with more
firms indicating workforce reduc
tions that increases. The Midwest
will also suffer the sharpest de
cline in Construction employment
due to cold weather conditions.
Other geographical areas predict
hiring trends that follow the na
tional pattern.

Sunshine Too Returns to WPCC
Sunshine Too, professional

theatre company of deaf and hear

ing actors, is serving up a banquet

of skits, songs, and storytelling on
Thursday, February 6,1986, at 7:00

p.m. at Western Piedmont Com
munity College.

Hosted by WPCC Student Govern
ment, WPCC Hearing Impaired

Project, Burke Arts Council, N.C.

School for the Deaf and WPCC

Drama 120, Sunshine Too includes
three deaf and three hearing per

formers, each with a strong

background in the arts and

deafness. All performances are
presented in both sign language and

voice, and are specifically adapted
for each audience.

Sunshine Too is an outreach pro
gram of the National Technical In
stitute for the Deaf (NTID) at

Rochester (NY) Institute of
Technology (RIT). The group tours

the United States each year presen
ting programs to deaf and hearing

audiences at public schools, col
leges, schools for the deaf, com
munity centers, and civic clubs.

Since their beginning in 1980, Sun

shine Too has annually presented
more than 650 performances and
workshops for approximately 70,000

people. In their five years of touring,
they have performed in 46 states

and the Canadian provinces of On
tario, Calgary, and Newfoundland.

Through a variety of skits, songs,
poetry, sign-mime, storytelling, and
scenes from plays and real life, the

troupe brings a better understan
ding of deafness to audiences
everywhere. The performances

serve to stimulate new ideas for

deaf and hearing interaction as well

as to increase awareness of the

potential of hearing-impaired
people.

Hearing audiences have the op
portunity to experience the beauty
of sign language while gaining in
sights into the world of deafness. At
the same time, deaf audiences en
joy an accessible production per

formed in American Sign Language.
Sunshine Too members serve as
positive role models for deaf and

hearing youngsters of all ages.
NTID at RIT is the world's largest

technological college for deaf

students. Created by Congress and
funded by the U.S. Department of
Education, it represents the world's
first effort to educate large numbers
of deaf students within a college
campus planned primarily for hear

ing students. Together with 15,000
full and part-time hearing students,
more than 1,250 college-age deaf
students from all 50 states, the

w-

i

Technology. fessional courses of study offered by
In addition to the academic pro- RIT's other eight colleges.

NTID at RIT offers deaf students

the opportuinty to go to college in a

hearing environment and thus make

their transition to a hearing society

easier and more effective.
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