


2011 Fall Speakers Forum 
Ervin Constitutional Issues Program 

The Fall Speakers Forum has been a tradition at 
Western Piedmont Community College for over 
thirty years. It is an annual event sponsored by 
the Division of Humanities and Social Sciences, 
the Western Piedmont Foundation, Inc., the 
Division of Continuing Education, and the Student 
Government Association. Previous Forums explored 
such current and controversial topics as the energy 
crisis, the environment, racial and ethnic hatred, 
the status of women in the world, immigration, 
sustainable food production, and the role of the 
Humanities. 

The 2011 Forum is held in conjunction with 
the Senator Sam J. Ervin, Jr. Constitutional Issues 
Program. The purpose of the Ervin Program is to  
examine constitutional and legal issues to help 
'citizens understand the principles upon which our 
government was founded. Past programs have 
examined such topics as the Bill of Rights, political 
participation in America and the world, executive 
privilege, Watergate, Presidential elections, 
defendantlvictim rights, and governmental 
regulation of the Internet. 

Please join us in LRC-12Ofor a reception 
following each presentation 

Cyberculture and the New Media: 
Challenges and Opportunities 

"Social Media and Challenging Authority in the 
2lSt Century: China and Elsewhere" 

Dr. Xi Chen 
Professor of Political Science at 

University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill 

Monday, September 26 7:15 pm Leviton Auditorium 

"Cultural Agoraphobia: What the Internet 
Should Have Taught Us" 

James Boyle 
William Neal Reynolds Professor of Law at Duke University 

Tuesday, September 27 7:15 pm Leviton Auditorium 

"The Nature Principle and the New Nature Movement" 

Richard Louv 
Journalist and best-selling author 
Recipient of the Audubon Medal 

Wednesday, September 28 7:15 pm Leviton Auditorium 

"The Role of Video Games in Education" 

Brian Malloy 
Professor of Computer Science 

at Clemson University 

Thursday, September 29 11:OO am Leviton Auditorium 



The Fall Speakers Forum is sponsored by Western Piedmont 
Community College Division of Humanities and Sodal Sciences. 

The Senator Sam J. Ervin, Jr. Constitutional Issues Program is 
sponsored by the Senator Sam J. Enrin, Jr. Library, 

Speakers Forum/Ervin Program Committee: 
Rani Burd, Chair 

Harry Carpenter Jonathan Crumpler 
Nancy Daniel Terry Doyle 
Vondra Evans Sandy Hoilman 
Beth,Parrish Tim Pittman 
Mark Poteat Jennifer Propst 
Mary Charlotte Safford Pan Smith 
Megan Smith Christine Sprinkle 
Robert Vasile Paul Wardzinski 

Our thanks to the following organizations for their support: 
Western Piedmont Foundation, Inc. 
Division of Continuing Education 
Global Village Club 
Growers Connection Club 
Millstone Meadow FarmlSara Hord 
Paralegal Club 
Student Government Association 
Western Piedmont Media Services 
Darron Silva Photography 
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To be open or closed: The question for technology today i , 

Editor's Note: Western Piedmont Com- 
rnurlity College's annual fall Speakers 
Forum started Monday and continues 
through today. Thc~'@ltowing is from a 

+ : 
WPCC student aba@b"~sday's event. 

> ,  
11" 

BY ALEXANDRA ~UTHERFORD 
Special toThe News Herald 

T uesday evening's Fall Speakers . 
ForumJErvin Copstitutional Issues 
Program continued with Profes- 

sor James Boyle, William Neal Reynolds 
Professor of Law at Duke Law School 
and co-founder of The Public Domain. 
His presentation, "Cultural Agoraphobia: 
What the Internet Should Have Taught 
Us," focused on that human "fear of 
openness" that causes us to pick the 
safer choice among two alternative 
routes. Professor Boyle's primary con- 
tention: The safer choice is not always 

pecially when dealing 
se outcome We cannot 

lf in 1991 when there 

was no World Wide Web," he began. The 
original and sole purpose of the Web 

had been to share scien- 
tific data. 'ltvo competing 
designs were proposed, 
the first featurMg a ter- 
minal where one could 
print; send messages and 
connect to a larger server. 

Boyle This closed system would 
be content-controlled by 

someone other than the individual user. 
The second design offered an 

open system that could be programmed. 
to do anything the user wanted and that 
would not be shut down or controlled by 
anyone. Professor Boyle asserted that we 
would've chosen the first design in order 
to control content, thereby sacrificing 
the amazing potential of an open source. 
He also argued that citizens would have 
placed their faith in thepolished, corpo- 
rate interest behind th@ clbmd system 
and ignored the open source alternative 
simply because its creators were casual, 
inclusive, and decidedly not polished. 

In 1998, the world facecl another such 
choice in the creation of an online, 
worldwide encyclopedia. Design one, 
invented by the corporation for profit, 
held copyrights, trademarks, and was 
content-controlled, All articles would be 
pre-approved and all entries written by 
experts. The second design -which of 
course became Wikipedia - offered a 
format that allowed anyone to contrib- 
ute. Again, Boyle supposed we would 
have picked the first model, focusing on 
the negatives inherent in unregulated 
content and ignoring the positives. The 
world benefits froni a global network of 
collaborators, Boyle said, and sites like 
Wikipedia allow people to share, a virtue 
not to be underestimated. 

Both examples outline the question 
' 

of using open or closed systems. Open 
source software offers designs that 
anyone can copy and share without 
paying for them. This system works, 
Boyle says, because any modification 
to or improvement of a design is shared 
with others, thereby enhancing creativity 

and improving online prdducts. Thus, 
openness creates openness. Professor 
Boyle believes that we do not recognize 
the benign nature of open sharing and 
have thys allowed corporate interests to , 

co-opt the inventions of ordinary people 
and to limit creativity, all in the name of 
profit. 

Related to thb issue of open source 
material is that of online anonymity. 
Professor Boyle reported that entertain- 
ment companies, for instance, seek to 
eliminate anonymity on the internet so 
that they can control both content and 
profits. The problem with abolishing 
anonymity is that the measure would 
apply to everyone, including, for in- 
stance, someone speaking against an 
authoritarian government. If-we pare 

1 
down personal freedoms for the sake of 
"protection," Boyle asserts, we then risk 
having others do the same to us. When , 
faced with uncomfortable or negative 
online content, we best preserve our own 
rights by refusing,to censor content on 
the World Wide Web. 
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