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WPCC hosts presidency forum
BY BRIANNE E. BOYKIN

THE NEWS HERALD

MORGANTON — Thirty years ago
Western Piedmont Community
College began hosting annual fo-
rums — the same year President
Richard Nixon resigned from office.

And this ye,ar the college, in coop-
eration with the Ervin
Constitutional Issues Program
tiamed for Sen. Sam Ervin, who
:haired the Watergate hearings, has
selected "The Presidency" as this
year's forum topic.

Mary Charlotte Safford, chair for
this year's forum, said there is an ad-
litional reason for selecting "The
Presidency" as this year's topic.

"This fall, Americans will partici-

Bernstein

pate in a process that is
the foundation of

i democracy and a hu-
I man right not available
in many nations of the
world: voting in an elec-
tion," said Safford. "The
upcoming presidential
contest will not only

have an impact in the United States
but also throughout the world."

The forum begins Monday with Dr.
Susan Roberts, a professor of politi-
cal science at Davidson College, dis-
cussing the electoral college in a
presentation entitled "Florida
Again? A Contemporary Look at the
Electoral College."

Tuesday Dr. Terri Sullivan, profes-
sor of political sciences at UNC

Chapel Hill, will give an up close
glimpse into the workings of the
White House in his presentation,
"Taking the President's Time: Stuff
You Don't Know About the
Presidency." Sullivan is the
Associate Director of the White
House Transition Project and co-ed-
itor of "The White House World."

Wednesday brings a speaker to the
college that Safford said they are ex-
cited about having on campus.

Carl Bernstein, political corre-
spondent and award winning au-
thor, will give a presentation enti-
tled, "Presidential Misconduct: The
Lessons of Watergate."

It was Bernstein, along with Bob
Woodard, that broke the Watergate
story and eventually won a Pulitzer

Prize.
"That (story) eventually led to the

president's resignation as well as the
book and movie 'All the President's
Men,'" Safford said.

All presentations will be held at
7:15 p.m. in the Leviton Auditorium
and are open and free to the public.
Sign language interpreters will be
present at all events.

"Receptions will be held after the
presentations on Tuesday and
Wednesday for the public to talk
with presenters," Safford said. "The
forum is going to be a wonderful
learning experience. In preparation
of the forum, the art club is going to
be showing All the President's Men'
in the auditorium, Wednesday, Sept.
15 at 4:30 p.m."

WPCC is also host to the Sen. San
Ervin Library.

"The library was built to the exaci
dimensions as his office at home,'
said Susan Keller, the college's re
source services librarian
"Everything in the library is in thi
exact location it was in when ht
died."

Visitors can see a plethora o!
Ervin memorabilia including
gavels, medals, political cartoons
and more.

BRIANNE E. BOYKIN can be reached by
calling (828) 437-2161, Ext. 30 and by e-
mail at be-boykin@hotmail.com. Please read
news updates throughout the day at
www.morganton.com



Bernstein meets the Ervins
BRIANNE BOYKIN | THE NEWS HERALD

Senator Sam Ervin's sister. Dr. Jean Ervin, left, conversed with Carl Bernstein, right, after his presentation
along with Laura Ervin Smith, left center, and Samuel James Ervin IV, right center. Bernstein's presentation
"Presidential Misconduct: The Lessons of Watergate" was given Wednesday evening at the Leviton
Auditorium at Western Piedmont Community College. In his presentation, Bernstein gave homage to Senator
Ervin and emphasized the responsibility of political leaders and the media to present the public with what
he called "the best attainable truth" for the good of the public.
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In Morganton, Bernstein slams media, politicians
Public financing of
campaigns advocated

BYjlMWRINN
StaffWriter

MORGANTON — American po-
litical leaders and journalists
need to focus on working for the

public good, one of the most fa-
mous reporters of the 20th cen-
tury said here Wednesday.

In 1972, Carl Bernstein was a
Washington Post reporter cover-
ing the break-in at the Demo-
cratic national headquarters in
the Watergate apartment com-
plex. The burglary led to the res-
ignation of President Nixon two
years later.

In the years since, Bernstein
has written books and become a
professional pundit on public pol-
icy, writing for publications like
Time and New Republic and ap-
pearing on television news
shows.

On Wednesday he spoke at
Western Piedmont Community
College as part of the school's
Ervin Constitutional Issues Pro-

gram. The series takes its name
from the late US. Sen. Sam Ervin,
of Morganton, who chaired the
Watergate hearings in the sum-
mer of 1974.

Bernstein said modern Wash-
ington politicians have become
obsessed with getting re-elected
and spend too much time raising
money and not enough time
crafting legislation and holding

Watergate reporter Bernstein
slams politicians and media

Speechjrom.iv

election campaigns as a solution
to the modern political problem.

American journalism has be-
come obsessed with celebrity
and sensationalism instead of
real news, he said.

The traditional journalistic
standard, he said, is to gather
"the best obtainable version of
the truth," but he said that seems
less important to media compa-
nies than profits.

He chided much of television
news as being shallow but said
many American newspapers are

the best they've ever been. He
encouraged the audience to use
the Internet to educate them-
selves by reading newspapers
nationwide and worldwide.

About 200 people heard Bern-
stein speak, many of them there
at the direction of public school
teachers or college professors,
and an informal survey of the
room showed a large number of
them born after Watergate.

Among them, student Patrick
Lance said one of Bernstein's
comments struck him - that
American political leaders push
untruths as the truth - as partic-
ularly bothersome. "What are
we being led to believe?" Lance

asked after the speech.
Student Jeff Hubbard was 9

years old at the time of the Wa-
tergate hearings. He said after
the speech that he still wants to
know the answer to one of the
unanswered questions from the
work that Bernstein and his co-
writer Bob Woodward did

"I am like most and still want
to find out who Deep Throat re-
ally is," Hubbard said, referring
to the still unnamed source on
the Watergate affair. Woodward
and Bernstein have said that
they will identify Deep Throat
only after the person dies.

the president accountable. Mem-
bers of Congress work on fund-
raising every day, he said.

He said the reason Nixon re-
signed was not because of parti-
san politics but because many Re-
publicans demanded that Nixon
be held accountable.

Bernstein suggested campaign
reform and public financing of

SEE SPEECH 1 6V
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Bernstein comments on today's government
BY WANDA SUMMEROW
FORM NEWS HERALD

Carl Bernstein, one of the
two investigative reporters
•who broke the Watergate story
for the Washington Post in the
early 1970's, spoke Wednesday
evening at the annual Fall
Speaker's Forum at Leviton
Auditorium on the campus of
Western Piedmont
Community College.
Bernstein's topic was
Presidential Misconduct: The
Lessons of Watergate.

Burke County 'native,
Senator Samuel J. Ervin Jr.
presided as head of the Senate
Watergate Committee during
the Watergate hearings. The
late senator's grandson, Judge
Robert Ervin welcomed
Bernstein on behalf of WPCC
and the Ervin family

In 1972, Bernstein and fellow
journalist Bob Woodward be-
gan an investigation into the
connections between the
Nixon Administration and the
break-in at the Democratic
National Committee at the
Watergate Complex. The out-
come of the investigation, re-
counted in the books All the
President's Men, later made in-
to a movie with Dustin
Hoffman portraying Carl
Bernstein, and The Final Days,
both co-authored by Bernstein
and Woodward, not only set the
standard for investigative re-
porting, but ultimately led to
the resignation of Richard M.
Nixon in 1974.

In 1992, Carl Bernstein's
Time magazine cover story re-
vealed a secret alliance be-
tween Ronald Reagan and Pope
John Paul n, an alliance that
kept Poland's Solidarity move-
ment alive and sped up the fall
of communism in Europe. In
1996, Bernstein co-authored
His Holiness: John Paul n and
the Hidden History of Our
Time with the Vatican journal-
ist, Marcoliti Politi.

Bernstein began his career
as a copy boy for the
Washington Star at the age of
sixteen. He' attended }xthe '

'•^mversity;'-" of Maryland.
Bernstein then joined the
Washington Post in 1966 and
worked as a metropolitan re-
porter until 1977. He has writ-
ten for most major publica-
tions, including The New York
Tunes, Newsweek, Times, The
New Republic, der Speigel and
the Rolling Stone; he was also
the contributing editor for
Vanity Fair. He served as exec-
utive vice-president and editor
for Voter, a political web page.

Bernstein is a former rock

blacklisted in the Red Scare
during the McCarthy years.

Bernstein opened his speech
by stating that Senator Sam
Ervin was a great man with a
high regard for the
Constitution of the United
States and that he was honored
to be in the presence of the late
senator's family that attended
the forum. In regard to picking
a chairman of the Watergate
Committee, Bernstein quoted
former Senate Majority Leader
Mike Mansfield, "Sam is the
only man we could have select-
ed on either side that would
have the respect of the Senate
as a whole."

"To understand what
Watergate was about, we
would have to go to something
that the senator said,"
Bernstein said. He quoted
Senator Ervin, '"If any of the
allocations made to this date
are true, the burglars who
broke into the Democratic
National Committee at the
Watergate were, in effect,
breaking into the home of
every citizen of the United
States.' But the burglars were
not after the worldly wealth of
the American citizens, accord-
ing to Ervin. They were after
'something more valuable;
their most precious heritage,
the right to vote in a free elec-
tion.'"

Bernstein said that it is diffi-
cult to examine our electoral
process without "looking at
both the element of our politi-
cal system and the element of
the press." According to
Bernstein, journalism and our
country's political system are
becoming dysfunctional.

"One of the things that I
think Sam,Ervin understood
about the •Constitution was
that it had its roots in the no-
tion of the public good,"
Bernstein said. "Today's jour-
nalism and politics do not re-
flect an attitude of concern for
the public good."

Bernstein has been speaking
for 25 years about the power of
the media and has expressed
dismay over the "triumph of
the idiot culture." Many
Americans, according to
Bernstein, get their news from
television talk shows and mag-
azine tabloids that feature
more "manufactured contro-
versy than context." Often pro-
ducers set up screaming
matches that pass for political
dialogue. He believes that jour-
nalist should seek "the best at-
tainable version of the truth"
rather than provide fodder for
talk shows.

Bernstein feels that if there

time between the coasts.
Another problem with our me-
dia, he went on to say is that on-

• ly half a dozen huge media con-
glomerates, who are interested
more in profit than in context,
control a large portion of our
freepress: "Nolongeristhebot-
tomlinethebest attainable ver-
sion of the truth. The bottom
line is becoming the bottom
line."

Bernstein believes that tele-
vision only provides a vague
notion of what is really going
on in the news. He says that
thanks to the Internet, good in-
formation is more readily
available then it has ever been
and that the American people
should take full advantage of
this valuable research and look
for the truth in the written
word of reputable newspapers
such as The Washington Post
and The New York Times, both
of which can beaccessedonthe
web.

Watergate was about lies,
said Bernstein, and about a
United States President, sworn
to uphold the Constitution,
thinking that he was above the
Constitution. Bernstein says
that the Nixon legacy of "un-
truth" lives on today in the
present administration, citing
the war on Iraq as an example.

"The acceptance of untruth
as truth," he says, is also evi-
denced in the current presiden-
tial race. "The people around
the President of the United
States and the people who want
to see him re-elected are very
good at changing the agenda,"
Bernstein said, "And we in the
press are very good at abdicat-
ing our responsibility and let-
ting these candidates, be they
President Bush or John Kerry,
determine the news event."

When President Nixon's peo-
ple refused to testify at the
Watergate hearings, claiming
they had executive privilege,
Senator Sam Ervin called it
"executive poppycock."
Bernstein suggests that much
of what comes out of the White
House and much of what is be-
ingT»eported about this year's
election is "executive poppy-
cock."

"We have largely ignored the
most important story in
American politics in the last
twenty years, the wholesale
corruption of our political sys-
tem, especially in Congress
and in state legislatures
around the country " He claims
that the corruption is so perva-
sive that journalists would not

even know how to cover the sto-
ry because the story is not
about isolated events or politi-
cians. He claims that our polit-
ical system has become so cor-
rupted that it is "unresponsive
to any cause that is not backed
by huge amounts of money"

Bernstein says that today's
Senate would be strange to
Senator Ervin. A senate cam-
paign in a state like New York,
Texas, Florida or California
would cost a candidate as much
or more than fifty to sixty mil- .
lion dollars. Congressmen and
senators spend most of their
time trying to raise campaign
funds for re-election. Bernstein
referred to an article in
Modern Washington, quoting
former Senator Bill Bradley
who said that we now have
campaigns where the candi-
date does not go out to meet the
voter, but spends his time com-
missioning polls and raising
money.

Bernstein said that what we
should learn from Watergate
and presidential misconduct is
that we need to return to a
more simple time when the
public good was the motivation
of journalists and public ser-
vants. We need great leaders
like Senator Sam Ervin, he
says who believe in "truth-
based politics," though
Bernstein concedes that such a
thing would be difficult to
achieve in our present culture.

In response to an audience
question, Bernstein talked
about the war on Iraq. He stat-
ed that issues were misrepre-
sented. The administration
had been led to believe that Iraq
did have weapons of mass de-
struction. While Iraq was a
Totalitarian state where hun-
dreds of thousands of young
men were brutally murdered,
"used as cannon fodder," ac-
cording to Bernstein, it was not
a terrorist state, he said be-
cause Saddam Hussein would
not have tolerated the threat
that terrorists would have been
to his regime. Now, he says,
Iraq has become a terrorist
state. But should we wage a war
on terrorism, .he asks?
"Absolutely."

Carl Bernstein did not reveal
the identity of his White House
source, known as "Deep
Throat." That is one story that
he will not report until the
death of the mysterious secret
informer.

WANDA SUMMEROW is a student
at Western Piedmont Community col-
lege:
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Presidential time:

A commodity
BY: ELIZABETH VETETOE
FORTHE NEWS HERALD

On Sept 21, Dr. Terry
I Sullivan was the guest of hon-
| or at Western Piedmont
! Community College. He is the
| second of three speakers at the
| annual Fall Speakers Forum.

Sullivan is a professor of pd-
' litical science at the University
i of North Carolina at Chapel

HilL He is originally from San,
Antonio, Texas. Hehas taught
at UNC-Chapel Hill since 1987.
He is also co-director, White
House Transition Team and ed-

! itor, "Inside the White House."
\n Sept. 21, his topic was .
i "Takingthe President's Time:
i Stuff You Don't Know About
! the Presidency"

Dr. Sullivan began by show-
i ing two pictures of the current
! president, George W Bush.

"Heave them up here not on-
ly to make sure things are in fo-
cus for you but because they
capture two aspects of the pres-
idency," he said.

The first photo was Mr. Bush

ivans
behind him that said in bold
red letters, 'tax relief " Dr.
Sullivan said this was showing
the clever way modern presi-
dents could stack news photo- "
graphs. By putting the message
behind the president, no mat-
ter What the caption read in the
Washington Post, the presi- .
dent's message would always
show through •

The second photo was Mr.
Bush doing absolutely nothing
political. He was simply talk-
ing .with a newly crowned mid-
dleweight boxing champion.
These are some of the things
that take up the president's
time.'^

Sullivan went on to say he
was going to talk about the
presidency itself and what the
president does all day every
day The extraordinary chal-
lenges and often frustrating ex-
pectations of the few people
who for a short time inhabit,

•• what Dr. Sullivan calls the
"nerve center" of world histo-
ry

No one is ever prepared to be
president.

"Politicians and business
men bit by the, 'presidential
bug,' always assume that their
experiences have made them
ready to face the challenges of
the presidential kind," Sullivan
said.

He said they understand the

White House is different-but
only to a certain degree.

White House operations have
distinctive scales that are hard
to imagine or appreciate. The
White House was once said to
be faster than a dot COM.
There are no vacations or
breaks. It is an everyday thing.
Whether it be Sunday through
Monday, Christmas, or Easter
there are no breaks in between.

The scheduling, process,
planning and management at
the White House are not the job
of the president. The presi-
dent's time is too valuable to
have him control all these as-
pects, so someone else does it
for him.

So what exactly does the
president do all day? He attends
meetings, makes recommenda-
tions, fills out forms on budg-
ets, writes speeches, tends to
natural disasters and don't for-
get pictures. He pops in on
meetings to give his input and
then quickly moves on to the
next task of the day

Sullivan then put up a sched-
ule of the president's day He
gets up around 5 a.m. every
morning and doesn't stop until
sometimes 10 p.m. He has a
short briefing every day
around 7 a.m. and then begins
his day

Because the president's time
is so valuable, the vice-presi-
dent only gets three minutes

atWPCG
with him in the'morningrHis
own mother only gets three
minutes of his time. And if
that wasn't bad enough, his
own wife only gets two min-
utes.

Needless to say if you have a
meeting with the president you
do not go in his office without
being prepared. He doesn't
have time to sit and wait on
someone who is going to be late
or who needs to take a quick
phone call. And from the way
Sullivan spoke he isn't allowed
to stop and take the time even if
he strongly desired to.

So as everyone can see the
president hardly even has time
for himself or his family He
has to manage his time wisely
to insure that he does have
some personal time but at the
same rate insuring that our na-
tion is running properly and ef-
ficiently

For more information on this
topic, read "White House
World" or "The Nerve Center."

I found his lecture to be very
interesting and if given the op-
portunity would love to meet
with him again.

Thanks again to Dr. Sullivan
for taking time to speak to us at
Western Piedmont Community
College.

ELIZABETH VETETOE is a student
at Western Piedmont Community -. j
College.
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The vote, its history and why it matters
BY BRANDY L HAWKINS

FORTHE NEWS HERALD

Once again, the time has
come for the annual Fall
Speakers Forum at Western .
Piedmont Community
College.

The forum has been a tradi-
tion at Western Piedmont for
well over 30 years. Each year
the forum addresses different
current and controversial
topics. Previous subjects in-
clude youth violence, racial
and ethnic discrimination,
the fall of communism, and
the ethical and economical
dilemmas involving modern
medicine.

This year, the forum is be-
ing held in conjunction with
the Sen. Sam J. Ervin
Constitutional Issues
Program. The program was
constructed in order to help
citizens better understand
constitutional and legal is-
sues, both current and histor-
ical, and to help citizens com-
prehend the principles upon
which our government has
been founded. Since the years
most highlighted topic na-
tionwide is the presidential
election, this years forum is

addressing "The Presidency"
On Sept. 20,1 had the pleas-

ure of hearing Dr. Susan
Roberts speak on the elec-
toral college.

Roberts is a professor of po-
litical science at Davidson
College. A native of North
Carolina, she received her de-
gree from Wake Forrest
University and later received
her doctorate from Notre
Dame. She has been teaching
for more than 20 years and is
currently composing a book
concerning the judicial sys-
tem, congress and the presi-
dency Roberts tries not to
teach her students, nor per-
suade the audience, as far as
what to think, but tries to
convey a non-partisan way of
how to think.

There are a number of in-
teresting things that Roberts
had to say about the electoral
college. First, we must look at
the electoral college as a nat-
ural window into history. The
founders of the Constitution
set up the electoral college in
1797 as a philosophical and
pragmatic way of compro-
mising and representing each
large and small state fairly
Since the fear of another pos-

sible monarchy was present,
they tried to set it up so that
the president could not be
chosen by a loose collection of
select individuals. They also
tried to ensure that the presi-
dency would not fall to one of
bad morals or to one of bad
character. This is why it was
not set up as a direct democ-
racy.

Hamilton said, "ambition
must be made to counteract
ambition."

Given this statement, the
founders had to take into con-
sideration the ambitious as-
pects of human nature and
tried to safeguard the presi-
dency with an indirect
democracy.

Political parties did not ex-
ist then, and the founders,
such as Hamilton, Jefferson,
and Franklin, did not antici-
pate for the electoral college
to remain or surpass for over
200 years.

There has been controversy
over the electoral college
throughout the decades. Most
citizens become upset or dis-
turbed when they learn that
they do not elect the presi-
dent directly. Many reforms
have been made or proposed
to try and compensate for this
public disturbance. Because
most reforms are purely spec-
ulative, not much has been
changed regarding the elec-
toral college for no one knows
what kind of outcome any
slight change may have on
the election. Yet it is not only
the electoral college that can
be viewed as distorting votes
for there are other factors in-
volved in influencing ones
vote. Negative campaigning,
saying more about ones oppo-
nent and less about them-
selves, gimmickry, poling,
and the media all try to dis-
tort your vote in many, many
ways.

So, how can we as citizens
counteract these problems?

The answer is simple, partici-
pate.

This is too often easier said
than done. Most people do not
vote for one of three reasons:
either they can't, don't want
to, or are never asked nor giv-
en the inclination that any-
one really cares.

Still, there are solutions to
each of these problems. If
you need a ride to the poles,
just ask. If you absolutely do
not like either candidate,
then choose the one on the in-
dependent slot. And if no one
has ever asked you to vote, or
shown you that it really mat-
ters, then take this tip from
me. Voting DOES matter and
each vote does count for
something.

The lesser amount of peo-
ple who vote gives a more
likely chance for an unpopu-
lar candidate to become elect-
ed. A larger amount of partic-
ipation nationwide will be
sure to transfer a greater im-
pact on electing a candidate
that the majority sees fit as
being the best suited for such
a great responsibility as be-
ing president.

This also holds true for
your local elections. City,
county, state and congression-
al district elections also need
as many citizens to partici-
pate in order to ensure a legit-
imate transfer of power and
to enable citizens to be repre-
sented by those who will
prove to do their best in what-
ever office they may hold. If
you don't vote, then you have
no reason to be upset if the
election does not turn out the
way you wanted it. Not voting
forfeits your right to have a
say in who gets elected, there-
fore giving up your right to
have a say in what goes on in
any governmental aspect.

BRANDY L. HAWKINS is a student
at Western Piedmont Community
College.
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