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Help for Afghan women
possible through group
By MARILYN HOUSTON
Special for The News Herald

MORGANTON — The
annual Fall Speakers Forum at
Western Piedmont Community
College started Monday night.

The topic this year is:
"Women 2002 — A Global Per-
spective."

The guest speaker for Mon-
day was Dr. Alicia Lucksted, a
clinical-community research
psychologist at the University
of Maryland Center for Mental
Health Services Research and a
member of the Supporters Net-
work of the Revolutionary
Association of the Women of
Afghanistan.

Dr. Lucksted began with
background information on
RAWA and reasons such an
organization was needed in
Afghanistan.

For many years the people of
Afghanistan — Afghan women
in particular — were brutalized,
first by the atrocities of the
Northern Alliance fundamental-
ists, then by the Taliban.

RAWA was founded in Kab-
ul, Afghanistan, in 1977 during
the Soviet invasion as an inde-
pendent political/social organi-
zation of Afghan women fight-
ing for human rights and social
justice in Afghanistan.

RAWA is an all-volunteer

Dr. Alicia Lucksted was the guest
speaker Monday night at Western
Piedmont Community College. R.O-
(o contributed

women's organization in
Afghanistan.

The founders were Afghan
women under the leadership of
Meena, who was assassinated in
Pakistan in 1987. •

Frequently, women of
Afghanistan whose husbands
have been taken away or killed
are forced into selling their
belongings and begging for
food.

Some even Sell their children
to ensure the child's survival.

At times,' prostitution

becomes the only option.
Often families cannot afford

medical attention even when it
is available.

School buildings have been
destroyed, and only about half
the children attend school.

The members of RAWA are
working underground in
Afghanistan to empower
women and peacefully resist
fundamentalist domination.

They also work in refugee
camps in Pakistan to provide
humanitarian relief, education,
medical care, political voice,
protest and hope to rebuild the
future of Afghanistan.

Afghan women are not pas-
sive victims; they are resisting
and helping to rebuild their
country.

RAWA publishes a maga-
zine, Payam-e-Zan (Woman's
Message), to spread their views,
experiences and objectives and
to educate Afghan women about
human rights. Payam-e-Zan is
distributed openly in the refugee
camps in Pakistan, but secretly
in Afghanistan.

In closing, Dr. Lucksted said
that RAWA received much sup-
port after 9-11, but that support
has slowed drastically.

This is due, in part, because
Afghanistan is not in the news
as much now.

There are three ways to help
the people of Afghanistan.

Concerned citizens can give
the women of Afghanistan per-
sonal support, political support
and financial support.

Contacting Dr. Lucksted at
aluckste@psych.umaryland.edu
can give personal support
through the U.S. RAWA Sup-
porters Network.

RAWA does not receive
financial support from any gov-
ernment or non-government
organization.

Donations enable RAWA to
continue and to expand its
humanitarian and pro-democra-
cy activities.

Because of limited funds,
RAWA can provide income
generation .support to only ,a few
women who needhelp.,.,.,,.,.,,

They also help fund hand-
craft exhibitions, carpet weav-
ing, chicken farms and sewing
centers where women can earn
a small income.

They maintain education
centers in the refugee camps as
well as in Afghanistan.1

Donations for RAWA are
processed through:
SEE/Afghan Women's Mission
at:www.AfghanWomensMis-
sion.org and are tax deductible
in the United States.

The Speakers Forum will
conclude Thursday night with
Layli Miller-Muro, executive
director, Tahirih Justice Center,
speaking on "Achieving Equali-
ty for Women; Mending Broken
Wings."

Marilyn Houston is a student
at Western Piedmont Communi-
ty College.
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Speaker: Human rights should
include women's rights as well
By BRANDON GALLION
Special to The News Herald

MORGANTON - Western
Piedmont Community College
continued its annual Fall Speak-
ers Forum/Ervin Constitutional
Issues Program Tuesday night
by welcoming LaShawn Jeffer-
son and her discussion of
women's rights around the
world.

Jefferson, executive director
of the Women's Rights Division
of Human Rights Watch,
addressed an audience of
WPCC staff, students and mem-
bers of the community at Levi-
ton Auditorium with a speech
titled "Women's Rights as
Human Right: A Way Forward
Toward Peace and Justice."

Jefferson began the discus-
sion by explaining the purpose
of Human Rights Watch. Her
job is to highlight unjust activi-
ties that are disproportionate to
women, publish papers on her
findings, and argue rights for
women to international govern-
ments.

Jefferson educated the audi-
ence on the concept of traffick-
ing women. This is when a
woman agrees to be shipped to
another country to work.

Once she arrives, she is
informed that she is then in debt
to her employer, and must work
the debt off. Many are unable to
work the debt off and are forced
into prostitution.

Jefferson continued by
explaining her recent visit to
Kenya. She interviewed 50
women to understand the prop-
erty rights that are being denied
to the Kenyans. Women are not
allowed to own property
because they are considered
property themselves.

If a woman's husband dies,
the husband's family then
claims her land, clothes, furni-
ture and even children. In order
to keep her children, she must
marry her husband's brother.
The brother can claim the
woman in what Jefferson calls a
"Bride Inheritance."

If this is not an option for the

Forum speaker LaShawn Jefferson is executive director of the Women's
Rights Division of Human Rights Watch. Photo contributed

woman, she is discarded and
left to fend for herself.

Jefferson also endorsed the
creation of the International
Criminal Court or ICC. The
court would encourage human
rights, regulate humanity, and
enforce laws against genocide.
Many countries have already
agreed to the conditions of an
ICC, and Jefferson asked the
audience to encourage legisla-
tors to have the U.S. do the
same as well.

In closing, Jefferson believes:
that governments should not'
rely on culture and religion to
deny women basic human"
rights. She is trying to create a
system to help women revise
human rights laws by bringing
information to the attention of
government leader all over the'
world.

Brandon Gallion is a student-
at Western Piedmont Communi-
ty College.
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